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Healthy signs 


We are just over a month away from the start of the 1974 
racing season proper and we are pleased to be able to report 
that prospects are definitely on the way up following all the 
dramatics of the off-season. 

Virtually all the domestic championships have been 
announced and contrary to opinion a month or so back 
sponsors have seen fit to keep their faith and all in all 
competitors would seem to be getting more in the way of 
reward for their 20 per cent less racing. The fact that the 
promoters have been able to line up such a programme as 
they have for next year is very much to their credit for 
keeping a cool head and showing optimism through the 
crisis in face of what almost amounted to total opposition 
at one point from the organising body. 

Ian Titchmarsh’s excellent comprehensive review of last 
year’s British club racing scene, contained in this issue, 
shows just how good a year it was. It was definitely 
‘a boom year for British racing at all levels. We had more 
racing, different forms of racing, and greatly increased 
crowds. With the optimism and hard work of the promoters 
and the faith shown by the sponsors we feel sure 1974 will 
be the same, despite the cut, for competitors and spectators 

ike. 

The racing car constructors are at last beginning to report 
that the market is on the move again and that people have 
the confidence now to buy cars and this is a very healthy 
sign. 

Flashing back just once more to the success of the 
domestic scene of last year and the increased attendances, 
great deal of the credit must go to the MCD tie-up with 
Radio One, Radio Luxembourg and the promotion of 
celebrity events. This was undoubtedly the innovation of 
1973 and not only brought more attractive days for 
spectators and competitors alike but gave the sport a much 
wider audience. With these sort of promotions retained for 
1974 the scene should go from strength to strength and, 
provided there are no more scares over fuel, we look 
forward to recording an even better year in 12 months’ time. 

On the International scene the worries of the winter 
do not seem to have taken their toll. The first two Grands 
Prix have already taken place and give no indication as to 
who will win the world championship, but that it will be a 
very competitive. Despite a few on-off scares the 
rally season gets off to a healthy start this week in Finland 
with the well subscribed opening round of the world drivers’ 
championship. 

The only problem area left in this country is of course 
the future of rallying but a very representative deputation 
who saw the Minister for Transport and Industry last week 
reported that they had been given a very fair hearing and 
that all their grievances and fears would be taken into 
account when the decision is taken. 


our cover picture 

Carlos Reutemann and the new Brabham BT44 has become one of the 
most competitive combinations in FI this year. He is pictured here in 
‘action at his home GP in Argentina which he dominated only to be 
robbed shortly before the end. In Brazil last week he also led initially 


before his tyres gave trouble. Our report starts on page 8. 


Pit and Paddock edited by lan Phillips 


Fourth Tasman to Stewart New rules on 


eTmeeccire tac iseiet | unreal vos cars end mise tox a | Car Changes, 


Stuyvesant Tasman series in as Tt was Brown who took the chances with two, but McRae, 


many races was Australian Max lead at the start, despite an off who had found himself in ninth 
and superiority on the Teretonga the car in practice when sliding 9. through the field, and took ac jags 
circuit, where he established n John McCormack’s oll when second place jalker on | (RSH Ape el 
fastest lap for pole position, wa his Elfin blew up. Behind him #9" lap. During his pursuit of Fai S 
Wall theltenged? at lost ty’ Geet tame Stewart, Johnnle Walker ‘he leaders, he had sot a similar | Bumber of interesting regulation 
ham McRae who finished but 3s (Lola_T330), Gethin, Lawrence, ime to. Stewart's practice lap . Tia kt 
behind ett plete’ On ike don las, Meanwhile, Walker's atrocious One change which could. pr 
and. Pileite- On the 29m ap. pandiing caused him an off |. bably crop up in F2 and make a 
Stowart set the fastest prac. McCormack departed. the scene olrs¢"excursion from which he | difference is that in both Fl and 
tice Jap in 3.9 and was accom. it Broken transmission linkage. gid not restart. Lawrence finished | F2 a driver can change cars after 
panied on the front row by War- nd two laps lar, Walki ttos, third behind McRae, Warwick | practice and retain his position 
wick Brown's Lola T332 who set {he lead, He, held J for 12 tops; Brown came in fourth, and | on the grid providing the car is of 
a S44, equalled by Graeme DUE on the 48rd. Stewars moved Coin, who now leads the | the same make, type and cate- 
Lawrence “(Lola 1332). The UP. 10, lead. when, Walker, lost Championship by three points, | gory. For example a driver of a 
Chevrons of Gethin and Pilette  S0™e, Dalancing weights off the  \AS"fith. "Behind Gethin’ come | Surtees-Ford TS15 could change 
were on the third row with Mc a a tag tewart and McCormack, both to only the same type of car but 
Rae behind them on the fourth ling slowed him a litte. race winners in the series, which if it were a TS10 or had a BMW 
having had handling problems Punctures still afflict the Team now moves on to Australia. engine he would not be allowed 


to change. 

The FIA have once again di 
cided to introduce a new flag; this 
fone is black with an orange disc 
This will be displayed to @ drivi 
whose car has an obvious 
mechanical fault or is on fire 
which he could not see so that 
he can apply the necessary 
caution while proceeding to the 
pits. Like the ordinary black fla 
which remains in use to call a 
driver in for any offence, the 
driver must go straight into the 
pits next time round. The new 
flag will have a one year trial 
period, 

‘The FIA have stated that they 
will not Issue a permit to any 
one putting In a new application 
for a 12 hour event, This includ 
events run in two ix hour parts 
P and any event which necessitat 
: - _ = running In the dark. They will 

however issue permits for events 
© South African Rory Byrne has @ British-based Brazilians this already being run over 12 hou 


reeety Jloed Maree tad vit | “yuan cee, Led reeset | COMA IGHANES | ee. aun apicne’ ice 


Max Stewart won the Te 
championship behind P 


tonga Tasman in his CocaCola Lola T330 and moved up to second place in the 
r Gethin. 


be res 
with Bob King, for the design  March-BMW; Luis Siqueira Veiga As we closed for press we heard | Brazil this year all Fl events will 
and developmen: of all new and ("Teleco"), ‘who plans to stay {hat “the SCCA had announced | '-future have to be started from 
existing cars, in F3; and Jose Pedro Chateau- fnew Canam formula to take | -@ 2-2 staggered grid, 

Byrne ran his own tuning —briand, who arrives to start a effect in 1975. Basically it will ‘Wankel engines will be allowed 
business in South Africa before Formula 3 season after Brazilian intre round Slitre stock block | in Formula 3 from 1976 with the 
designing and building his own successes in Sports and Touring or litre racing engines. -apacity to be determined by the 
Formula Ford cars. cars. Full details next week. Present equivalency formula. 

ey're @ strange lot in Brazil. Before practice at Interlagos last weeken d fire engines had to wash down the track to get rid of well-intentioned 


missiles thrown by the biased crowd. On the 32nd lap of the race proper the chequered flag came out because it was raining. 
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New F2 money scale 


‘The latest FIA bulletin gives the 
full details of the revised F2 pa 
structure which threatened (0 k 
the formula towards the end 
last year. 

‘One of the things which 
F2 Association asked 
changed, the graded driver 
system, remains" basically un- 
changed. Still a maximum of six 
will be allowed to stare although 
the organisers can accept more 
In the entry—the fastest six will 


the 
be 


start, It still remains at the dis 
cretion of the organisers how 
much money each is p 
there is no. separate de 
driver will be paid ungraded 
money. 


‘A maximum of 36 cars will be 
allowed to start any of the 
graded and ungraded drivers will 


compete for the same Increased 
grid’ money. Pole position will 
pay 1300 Swiss Francs, with the 
ext nine places receiving, 1000, 
800, 700. . . 100. 

The prize ‘money to be shared 
between both categories of 
drivers will be paid down to 
30th place, First. will receive 
10,000" Swiss Francs then the 
scale goes 8000, 7000, 6500, 6000 
5500, 5000, 4500, 4000. ‘3500, 
3000, 2800, 2600, 2400, 2200, 
2000, 1800, 1700, 1600, 1500, 
1400, 1300, 1200, 1100 and 
1000' from 25th to 30th p! 

If the race is run In two parts 
the money will be spit equal 
over the two races. Any driver 
not completing 50 per cent of 
the distance will only receive half 
of the money. 

For races run in «wo. heats 


and a final a maximum of 20 will 


wed to each 
and ‘the final. Prize money 
the heats will be paid a 
Swiss Francs for the winner and 
2000, 1800, 1600, 1400, 1200, 
1000’ and 800 for the remainder 
The final will be 7500 Swiss 
Francs for the winner and 5500, 
5000, 4500, 4000, 3500, 3250, 
3000, 2750, 2500, 2250, 2000, 
1750, 1500, 1250, 1000, $00 and 
800 for the remaind 


2500 


in heats and a 
final, the fastest ten from each 
will run in whe final, the grid 
being determined on race times 
The person setting fastest lap of 

Face will receive a further 
1000 Swiss Francs. 


In races run 


travelling 
> been 
ravelling up_ to 

500. Swiss 


expense _ scale 
revised, “Those 
200 kms will 
Francs; from 
200 to 450 kms, 600 "Swiss 
Franes: 450 to.-700 kms, 800 
Swiss Francs; 700 to 1000 kms, 
1000 Swiss Francs; 1000 to 1200 
kms, 1200 Swiss Francs; more 
than 1200 kms, 1400" Swiss 
Fifty per ‘cent of this is 
after practice and th 
afi start. The 
an extra 600. Swiss 
for those involved in 
rossings 
eganiser will put 3000 
Francs Into. a. common 
be divided oa 
‘end of the year to the 
nin the ohampionshi 
‘The total amount 
4 by these ten drivers will 
be divided Into the total amouni 
in the fund and that will produc 
the rate paid per point 


Bob Arnott’s 
works Modus 


Bob Arnott 
Works F3 


Formula Ford star 
has landed the only 
drive going for 1974. Following 
@ test session at Silverstone last 
Week driving the ex-Harness 
‘Modus March, Arnott suitably im- 
pressed team boss Teddy Savoury 
who will run him in the brand 
new Jo Marquart-designed car in 
1974 

‘Amott has impressed a lot of 
people in FF during the past few 
seasons. He has twice won the 
Townsend Thoresen championship 
and last year came close to. win- 
ning the FF Euro trophy. In 1972 
Amott was a Grovewood com- 
‘mendation recipient. 
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No Interlagos? 


Was last Sunday's Grand Prix at 
Interiagos the last to be held on 
the tortuous five-mile Sao Paolo 
circuit ? Claude Le Guezec, secre- 
tary of *e CSI, said that there 
may be trouble in passing the 
circuit in future because the 
Armco Is too close to the track 


‘and cannot be moved farther 
back. 
‘There was talk in Argentina 


that Brazil would apply to have 
two GPs in the calendar, the 
second being at the new Brasilia 
circuit being inaugurated this 
weekend. Whatever the future of 
Interlagos there is no chance of 
the country being granted two FI 
championship events, 

Brasilia passed Le Guezec’s in. 
spection last week and it seems 
that the GP will be switched 
alternately between the two ci 
cults. 
© Ronnie Peterson was taken to 
hospital . following the Grand 
Prix last week suffering from heat 
exhaustion. He was allowed to re- 
turn to his hotel later in the 
evening but was under doctor's 
orders and it seems unlikely that 
he will be able to test the new 
JPS as he was scheduled to do 
Tater this week. Other ‘sources 
Indicate that the car will not be 
ready either. 


Ensign plans 


alte disappointing results 
practice for the Argentine 
ix when Rikki Yon Opel 

raw, Team Ensign 
Straight’ to England. 
ped to be able to get 
ng at Interlagos prior 
Brazilian GP 
refused and 


returned 
They had 
to last’ weekend's 
but permission was 
von Opel, who is desperately 
sho practice following a 
winter lay-off, decided that he 
wanted to come back home and 
get in a lot of practice. 


The plan is to take two cars 
to Paul Ricard for a fortnight for 
testing and development purposes. 
Team» manager Mo Nunn’ con 
firmed this week that Alan_Rol 
Hinson will” be joining Team 
Ensign at Ricard to help with the 
dev of the cars 


At a Grand Prix Drivers’ Associa- 
tion meeting in Brazil last Friday 
Graham Hill was elected president 
to succeed Denny Hulme whose 
term of office ends in March. 


New Matich unveiled 


Frank Matich unveiled bis new 
Repeo-Matich AS3_ last week. It 
is the car be will use in the four 
Australian section of the 
‘Stuyvesant $100,000 Tas 
series. Matich: Is not con: 
testing the New Zealand races. 
The car, as the picture indicates 
is small and sleek and, teamed 
the Repco 5000" Holden 
based V8, which Is fitted with a 
single plane crank, it might we 
offer a strong challenge to the 
the top runners in the 
The engine x 


rest of 


ling system is 
interesting in that the new 
divided water system provides 
each head with its own side 
mounted radiator for more 
efficient cooling and identification 
of cooling problems. 

Both front and rear wishbones 
reduce geometry change and 
have been increased in length to 
Due 
Sunday 


make its debut in 


the first Australian Tasman round this 
Matich-Repco A53, 


smooth out roll and bump condi- 
tlons. The forward-mounted rack 
and pinion steering layout places 
Steering components in tension, a3 
Against tension in previous 
models, thus minimising deflection 
in the rack and tle 

monocoque, 

tich all through has a 
ingulated pontoon elther side, 
The front bulkhead is magnesium 
plate with a triangular pontoon to 
accommodate the pedals and the 
rear bulkhead is formed by the 
engine and engine plate when 
installed. A fre extinguisher 53 
tem is located in the right front 
pontoon, 

‘The AS3 has a wheelbase of 
100.5 in and front and rear 
track of 57.5 in. Weight, with 
ol, water and a gallon of fuel on 
board is 1361 Ib. The Repco 
5000 is sald to be developing 
490 bhp at 7200 and 515 at 8300. 


SAFARI 
IN EAST AFRICA 


East African Airways offers DOUBLE SAFARI to 
Safari enthusiasts during April. East African Safari 
Rally and the Game Parks and Lodges. From as little 
as £208, all inclusive, excursion tour. 


For further information please contact 


East African Airways 
46 Albemarle Street, London W1. 
Tel: 01-493 8973 or Mr Aziz Tejpar, 
East African Airways, PO Box 41010, Nairobi, Kenya. 


Grand Prix Ferrari 
ANTONY PRITCHARD 


Grand Prix Ferrari describes in depth the design, 
evolution and racing record of every Ferrari 
single-seater from the first supercharged V-12 
models that made their debut in the 1948 Italian 
Grand Prix to the sophisticated, mid-engined 
flat-12 cars raced in 1973. A well researched 
and entertaining text is illustrated by 48 pages 
of photographs of Ferrari cars and drivers. 


Royal 8vo including 109 illustrations 400 pages 
7091 4177 7 £5.50 


Published by ROBERT HALE 


Ford Rallye Sport in ESSEX 


Immediate delivery 


ESCORTS 
RS1600s, RS 2000s 


and big stocks of AVO 


<< Parts & Accessories 


Ri 
Don Jones 


CARS (CHELMSFORD) LTD | Earn 


CHELMSFORD 64111 


om 


OES: 


NOW 
iS THE 
TIME 


Make your booking now for an overseas 
motor race in 1974. Bookings are flooding 
in after the busiest week so far this season 
in our Reservations Dept. Already some 
hotels in Monaco are fully booked. 


AG 


DIFFERENT 
ITINERARIES 


We offer no less than 44 itineraries to 16 
different events at prices from as low as 
£19. 


DON’T DELAY—THE SEASON IS UNDER 
WAY AND THE FIRST EUROPEAN GP IS 
ONLY A SHORT WHILE AWAY. 


Call KATE HAYNES for a reservation on 
(0533) 51211 


PAGE & MOY LTD 
136-138 London Road, Leicester, LE2 1EB 


Please send 56 page 1974 Motor Racing Brochure. 
Name 


Address 
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Pit and Paddock 


Brasilia 


were transported 
at the beginning 
of this week to Brasilia for the 
non-championship event this 
This will be the inaug- 
t this new circuit just 
zil's capital and it will 
be run over 120 miles, which is 
forty laps of the three mile track, 
"The most interesting part of 
the entry will be Lord Hesketh's 
Hesketh which will almost cer- 
tainly make its debut in the hands 
of James Hunt who will be all out 
to make up for an unhappy week- 
end at Interlagos. The Harvey 
Postlethwaite designed car 
rived at Interlagos last Sunday 
‘and was testing solidly this week. 
‘Obviously the entry contains 
Emerson Fittipaldi who will have 
the single Texaco-Mariboro Me- 
Laren in the entry. list. Jody 
Scheckter will be looking for 
some success in the only Tyrrell 
entered which will not have the 
torsion bar rear suspension, 
reat drive at 
jowed he's getting on 
top of the Surtees TS16 and a 
home win for him would go down 
well. Jochen Mass, who showed 
up very well also’ at Interlagos 
will also be there. The Brabham 
BT44 is obviously very competi- 
tive and Carlos Reutemann must 
be. Emerson's biggest. rival 
Richard Robarts will also be there 
ining mor 
Hans Stuck 
Iagos he is learning 
all about and Robin 


latest Is ob: 
viously a good deal better than 
Jast year's Fi car so March can 


look forward to being competitive 
in Fl again, Howden Ganley will 
100, probably having his 
for the team, Little 
Arturo Merzario. was the un- 
luckiest man at Interlagos but his 
erformances have really 
ik Williams’ team and 
fave the Iso Marlboro 
while completing the 
list are two BRMs for Jean-Pierre 
Beltolse and Henri Pescarolo, 
‘The drivers. will have just 
Saturday in which to learn the 
circuit. and set grid times 
although there may be some 
Unofficial testing on Friday. 


Girling, the big’ competition 
brake caliper manufacturers, have 
pulled out of motor sport. This 
Surprise announcement came last 

‘and said that it was “for 
this year.” The current economic 
situation has caused this with- 
drawal and the complete closure 
of the competitions department. 
However all existing customers 
will still be looked after as 
Jong as stocks last although 
there will no longer be any ser- 
vice at race meetings, parts will 


Still be available from the 
factory. 

‘Among the Fl teams currently 
using Girling equipment are 


JPS and Brabham. 
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Kuwashima’s 
F2 March 


Masami Kuwashima, the rapid 
Japanese F3 driver will be mov 
ing Into F2 this year with a new 
March-BMW 742. His two years 
in F3, first with a GRD and 
latterly a March, were run by 
Reystan Racing but in F2 he will 
be entered by Masami Kuwashima 
Racing. The outfit will be run by 
Roy Kennedy, his personal and 
racing manager, who was with 
him at Reystan. The team will be 
based at the old Reystan premises 
and the car will be looked after 
by Jon “Wingnut™ Greeves who 
was with Rondel last year 
Graviner will be sponsors for the 
car as they were with the F3 in 


Which he scored one win at Siiver 
Stone In 1972 
‘Kuwashima plans to do the fu 


European championship and will 


also take part in the Japanese 
sports car series. There.is a pos: 
sibility that he will also have a 
couple of Fl drives towards the 


end of the year with a view to 
moving up in 1975, 


Thoroughbred 
championship 


Forward Enterprises announced 
this week that they will once 
again be organising the popular 
Charles Spreckley Thoroughbred 
Sports’ Car Championship this 
year. The series will be known as 


the Spreckley Championship. 

‘Competitors are asked to 
register with Forward Enter 
prises (113 Mount Street, London, 
WIY SHE. Telephone: 01-499 
6137) and all those accepted will 
be eligible to score championship 
points. Preferential — treatment 


Will be given to those compet 
tors who supported the series last 
year and who should arrange to 
have thelr entries sent in to the 
race organisers of the individual 
meetings not less than 10 days 
prior to the closing dates, fol 
Towing which, entries will be 
accepted on a first come first 
served basis. 

‘The sponsors reserve the 
right to accept or refuse appli 
cations to take part In the cham 
pionship at their own discretion, 
All entries are by invitation only 
‘and applications for such 
fnvitations should be sent to the 
address above. 

The races will be divided into 
cubic capacity classes as follows 
2701 ce and over, 1651 cc to 
2700 ce and up to 1650 cc. There 
will be eight rounds in the series 
and competitors will score on 2 
0-6-4-3-2-1 basis in six of them. 
Cars eligible are those defined in 
the RAC Blue Book as "sports 
cars in production between 1946 
‘and 1959. 

The full list of dates will be 
in Avtosrort’s guide to the com- 
mercial championships in next 
week's issue. 


Ganley to drive Amon? 


It would seem thi 
rand Prix was the last which 
fcwden Ganley will do in the 
new March. He will drive the car 
again this weekend at Brasilia 
Dut this will be the last of the 
riginal contract. March are 
Strongly rumoured to have got a 
Japanese driver for the second 
car. Ganley’s future Fl plans are 
uncertain but his name has been 
connected with the second wor 
Amon. The fact that he is a Kiw 
ike Amon and a good test driver 
makes this more than a possibl: 
tity 

Meanwhile 


last Sunday's 


March number one 


driver 22-year-old Hans Stuck is 
showing himself to be a very use- 
ful FI performer. He impressed 
everyone with his performance at 
Interlagos and was timed in the 
still very new 741 as one of the 
three very quick men through the 


longest. of the corners. In. his 
second GP he was 13th fastest 
in practice and his dice with 


Jody Scheckter for seventh place 
in the race earned him the Prix 


Rouge et Blanc award. Stuck's 
involvement in Fl. persists to 
create stories of an Fl engine 


from BMW but this probably will 
not be until 1976—if at all that is, 


Doubt over 
SA date 


Rumours are fairly strong at the 
moment that the South  Africai 
Grand Prix will now be held on 

pril 6. Peter Macintosch of the 
FI Association told our man in 
Brazil that nothing had been 
fixed, This date of course 
clashes with the GKN/Daily Ex: 
press International Trophy meet 
ing, the only Fi race scheduled 
for Silverstone this year. 

There were also strong rumours 
that the Swedish and Dutch GPs 
would also be cancelled but again, 
according to Macintosh, this is 

Just after we went to press we 
managed to get an official state- 
ment from Claude Le Guezec at 
the CSI. He simply said: “are 
waiting South African govern 
ment agreement for date Kyalami, 
March 30. No other possibility.” 


@ Ata press conference In Belgium 
last week Bob Lutz, BMW's mar- 
keting manager said that despite 
the withdrawal of the works G2 
cars from the European Touring 
Car Championship Jochen Neer 
pasch’s competitions department 
Wwould stay intact to supply cus- 
tomers with the 3,5 litre G2 
engine and F2 engines. 

© Following the French govern- 
ment’s decision to allow’ motor 
sport in France just before 
Christmas, comes the restricted 
calendar. Instead of around 900 
events they have cut down to 223, 
Motor sport in France will start 
from March 1, All of ‘the major 
French races and rallies will be 
held as before and all the inter- 
nationals are unaffected. 

@ Gi drivers Jo Bailey and 
Simon Watson will be contesting 


ships 
Emery Racing prepared Sunbeam 
Sport sponsored by L&G Fire Pro- 
tection Lid, who make a wide 
range of fire Aghting equipment 
for use both on and off the track, 


Brazilian FF champ for F3 


A name to watch in F3 this year 
should be Alex Dias Ribeiro, the 
1973 Brazilian Formula Ford 
champion with five victories in 
the. Texaco-sponsored seven 
round series. Alex has already 
Faced once in England (he took 
fan eighth place at Brands in a 
borrowed March), and he plans 
to. undertake more than 20 
British F3 events this year 


Aged 25, Alex is a diminutive 
but determined driver from 
Brasilia, where he ran a success- 


ful speed shop before selling it 
for his trip to Europe. In Brazil 
he headed the Team Hollywood 
FF operation, and his 1973 
victories were due in part to the 
efforts of Oreste Berta. in 
‘Argentina, who breathed on his 
FF engines. Hollywood will be 
sponsoring Alex's F3_ campaign 
through its parent British Ameri- 
can Tobacco Co in London, 

Alex has another unseen 
sponsor. He is a deeply religious 
young man who follows the 
Baptist faith, and his supporters 
in Brazil carry religious banners 


<0 the race tracks. His helmet 
carries the message "Jesus 
Saves,” and he feels that’ reli- 


gion and closely 
allied. 

Although he has tested a GRD, 
Alex has yet to decide which 
F3 to buy in England. He arrived 
in London today (Thursday) and 
will be deciding what cai 


very soon, He plans 
himself near to the factory, 
and hopes to capitalise on his 
recognised abilities as a test 
driver. 


Alex Ribetro— F3 bid. 


WHERE TO BUY 


YOUR BMW 


SCARBOROUGH 
YORKSHIRE 
DOWSON’S GARAGE, 


(Motor Cycles Division) 
North Marine Road. 
Tel: Scarborough 66541. 
BMW range in stock 
Several low mileage used BMWs. 


Enthusiastic service from largest motor cycle dealer in 
the North East. 


B.M.W. IN SOUTH EAST 
Contact SPENCERS 


in Plymouth for a demonstration 
ride 


FULL RANGE IN STOCK oO 
Telephone: PLYMOUTH 66155/62277 


BMW for WALES 


MASON MOTORCYCLES 


FOUNTAIN ROW, 
PEMBROKESHIRE. Oo 


BARN STREET, 
R60, R70 in stock for immediate delivery. 


Sales service and spares 
Open 6 days a week. 
Tel: 0437/3574. 


PETERS OF HULL 


184-188 Beverley Road, Hull. 
Tel: 28573. 


MAIN BMW MOTORCYCLE DEALERS 


FOR THE HULL AREA 


For Sales and Service in your Area 
from 
A. WILLIAMS & COMPANY 
(CHELTENHAM) LTD. 


19/21 Portland Street, Cheltenham. 
R60 and other models in stock. 


Tel: (0242) 56281. Est 1908 


H.P. arranged at cheap rates. 


Sales : Service : Spares 


477/489 HAGLEY ROAD, 


Ss WARLEY, 
RERVICE f WORCESTER 
SPARES ° 


*M.w. 


Tel: 021-429 3501 
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Tour cut 


Plans for this year's Avon/Motor 
Tour of Britain organised by the 
BRSCC are going ahead as nor- 
mal, but the organising commit- 
tee’ is currently planning a 
shortened event to comply with 
the 20 per cent cut. 

Last November the or 
announced plans for a y 
Tour, including a day for 
scrutineering, taking in six race 
stages and over 25 possible special 
stages In Scotland, Wales and 
East Anglia as well as more cen- 
trally placed venues. The organi: 
sers are now planning an action. 
Packed compact event lasting 
three days as a result of the fuel 
crisis, 

The decision to make the cuts 
was made following the RAC's 
Statement that there had to be a 
20 per cent cut back in the use 
of fuel in motor sport in general 
fand that no proposals for rallies 
had yet been discussed with the 
Department of the Environment. 

‘A spokesman for the organising. 
committee sald: “Obviously we 
fare very disappointed at the pos- 
sibility of having to throw away 
what were really very exciting 
plans, However we feel it is 
better to aim at an economical 
but enjoyable event rather than 


stages Is likely to be the same 
as last year but with the start, 
halfway halt and finish all at the 
same location in the Midlands, 
the mileage between races and 
es will be reduced.” 

the non-issuing of permits 
is continued well into the summ 
the Tour organisers are explorin 
the possibility of running the 
event on an alternative date in 
ptember. 


© The regs for the opening 
Brands Hatch meeting on March 
3 state that the Gl race is a 
round of the Castrol series, it 
should read Triplex 
‘Unfortunately due to printing 
schedules we have had to hold 
over the guide to commercial 
championships promised for this 
‘week's issue. We hope to be able 


Pit and Paddock 


F2 Bourgoignie 


Belgian driver Claude Bour- 
goignie will be doing a full season 
of Formula 2 this year with a 
brand new GRD 274. The car will 
use Ford BDA power with a 
choice of Brian Hart or Broad- 
speed units. 

‘Some of the backing for the 
project will come from an un- 
famed Belgian petrol company 
while Bourgoignie has lined up 
umber of different sponsors for 
each country in which he races. 
His previous F2 experience is 
rather limited. He bought a GRD 
in 1972 and used it only occasion 
ally during that year and 1973. 

Bourgoignie also plans some 
saloon car events as he is still 
@ Ford contracted driver. He will 
use both a 1300 and 2-litre Escort 
probably in the Belgian champion 
ship which this year will be for 
G1/G2/G3. 


Parsons’ F3 


Dick Parsons, the FF man who 
won a couple of major events at 
the beginning of last year with 
a rapid Royale RP3A, will be 
seen in Formula 3 in. 1974. 
Parsons lost his licence last 
season when he was found to 
have tampered with an RAC 
engine seal but has recently been 
testing his new P3 mount, the ex 
Richard Robarts GRD 373, at 
Silverstone very rapidly. Parsons 
ls currently looking for a spon. 
sor for the car which he hopes to 
have updated to 374 specification. 


Yarborough wins 


‘The remaining part of the rained 
off Riverside NASCAR Grand 
National opener was run last 
Saturday. Bobby Allison “winner” 
of the first 63 lap part hit trouble 
this time and did not feature in 
the results. 

‘The final winner was Cale 
Yarborough in a Chevrolet who 
finished the | Winston Western 
event 20 s ahead of Richard Petty 
(STP Dodge). Petty started the 
re-run from ‘second place while 
Yarborough started in sixth posi 
tion. Dave Pearson was third in a 
Mercury while Chuck Parsons 
(Chevrolet) was fourth three laps 


Another Brazilian track 


Brazil's newly kindled national 
passion for motor racing has 
encouraged the building of 
Dumerous circuits, and the latest 


has been constructed by the 
government of the inland state 
of Goias. 

The track is situated in the 


state capital of Goiania, and early 
reports suggest that it has even 


more in the way of facilites 
than the Brasilia track, a mere 


90. kms away. 

‘Two circuits are established : a 
3.8 kms circlut and a smaller 1,9 
track for club events. There is 
also a kart circuit, a restaurant 
nd air-conditioned pit facilities 
First race for the Golania circuit 
will be in June this year. 


BRIEFLY... 


© Yardley are presenting an exhi- 
bition of paintings by well-known 
motor racing artist Michael 


Turner in London from February 
tt will 


22 to March 5 inclusive. 
be at The 
Mall, London SW1 from 10 am to 
Spm’ weekdays except Thursday 
(20 am to 7.30 pm) and Saturdays 
open from 10 am to 1 pm. 

The exhibition, Turner's 
second, will be ‘opened by 
raha Hill on February 21 and 
will include pictures of motor rac- 
ing and rallying, motor cycling, 
aircraft, ships and trains as well 
s portraits of well known per- 
sonalities. 


@ Trane Air Conditioning London 
‘will continue to back Alex Seldon 
this year in the ex-Andrew Flet- 
cher Chevron B21/23 which will 
be campaigned in the Tricentrol 
Sports. GT championship. Last 
year Seldon drove a Brabham 
‘BT30 In the Jaybrand Formule 
Libre championship. 


@ Lucky winner of the Image FFI 
car displayed on the Showboat 
was Anthony Revell of Crewe, 


@ Capital Motors, the north 
London Vauxhall ‘dealers will 
once again be sponsoring a G1 
car for Denis Bissell and Brian 
‘Atthews this year. Further back- 
ing for the brand new Vauxhall 
Magnum 2300 Coupe comes from 
The Vauxhall Motorist and it will 
be entered by The Vauxhall 
Motorist racing with Capital 
Motors. 

Bissell will contest the Castrol 
championship using a Blydenstein 
engine while Atthews will use @ 
Wealdstone Engineering prepared 
mill in the Britax roun 


© No motor racing in Britain this 
‘weekend, but there is the Custom 
Car show at London's Crystal 
Palace, from 10 am to-9 pm on 
Saturday and 10 am to 8 pm on 
‘Sunday. Upwards of 80 machines 
—dragsters, funny cars, street 
rods, wild vans, chopped’ se« 

Beeties, T-buckets, choppers anc 
trikes—will be there, along with 
a cinema showing NASCAR 

drag-racing films, various trad 
stands, giveaway tape cassettes 
‘appearances by disc jockeys and 
pop personalities, and a prizegiv- 
ing party at 5 ‘pm on Sunday. 
Entrance S0p, 25p for kids, and 


to include it next week. behind. Cheshire. free parking. 
CATCHPOLE By Barry Foley 
GOODLORD! - 17 CANT BE NOT TWO 81G LOU'S, BOTH DARK GREEN. 
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Lap one: Reutemann leads Peterson, Fittipaldi, Regazzoni, Ickx, Revson and the rest. 


BRAZILIAN GP 


Emerson wins at home 
as challengers fade: 
rain shortens race 


By PETE LYONS Pictures by PHIPPS PHOTOGRAPHIC 
Race data by ALAN PHILLIPS 


‘A sudden rain shower ended the Brazilian GP eight laps early last Sunday, but by then Emerson 
Fittipaldi had the race well won anyway. As dark storm clouds loomed 0} 

oro had already gone far ahead of its only two 
Brabham of Carlos Reutemann and the JPS of Ronnie Peterson. Both had led early on in bright 
sunshine, but dropped back with, respectively, severely wearing front tyres and a bottle-cut 
rear tyre. Second at the rainy end— after setting quickest race lap — was the Ferrari of Clay 
Regazzoni, running comparatively well at last after two days of practice completely spoilt by 
problems. Jacky Ickx" ill-handling JPS was third closely pursued by the Matchbox Surtees Fina 
Of the other Paulistano driver Carlos Pace, who drove = magnificent race fighting. vicious 
high-speed oversteer. 

‘The deployment of the chequered flag was a decision taken very suddenly, apparent 
there was a bit of confusion about which car it was given to first—Fittipaldi and Regazzoni 
had to go on to do an extra lap—and it was in fact the first time a World Championship 
event had been halted by rain. But few people seemed to complain much about the 
abbreviation of a race that had become long and wearing for both rubber and flesh. Denny 
Hulme, Mike Hailwood, James Hunt, Jody Scheckter, Jochen Mass, and Richard Robarts were 
others who had tyre troubles of various kinds, while Peterson, about an hour after climbing 
wearily from his car and taking a glucose injection, collapsed with apparent heat exhaustion 
and was flown to hospital. 

‘The first part of the race on the long, twisting circuit was a series of keen nose-to-tail 
dices, but these broke apart into rather processional runs. However, the spirit of his attacks 
fon Scheckter earned March discovery Hans Stuck enough votes for the Marlboro Jo Siffert 
award in this his second-eyer Fl performance. 


Senta a Bota, 
urged the’ message. In every cor- 
ner of Rio and the other cities the populace 
faced a bright red-and-white car and a black- 
and-red helmet. "Senta a bota!" echoed the 
people of his native Sio Paulo, where he was 
certain favourite to repeat his glorious vic~ 
tory of last year. “Senta a bota, Emerson! 
cried the spirit of the whole nation . 

BOOT IT! 

By their own account, the Brazilians are a 
race of non-serious gamesmen. "1 used to be 
mad about football,” says Luiz Borgerth, head 
of the giant television network Rede Globo 
that promoted the Grand Prix, “I was always 
playing, playing, playing — but if anyone 
bad ever told me it was not a game but a 
sport, I would have stopped immediately 1” 

Right now, the grand success of the Fittl- 
paldi brothers and of Emerson in particular 
have blown up a big bubble of enthusiasm for 
the motor racing game, There are extravagant 
new circuits being built everywhere, and 
Wilsinho is embarked on constructing his own 
Formula 1 car. Bubbles can burst, but at 
the moment it is in fact a golden age of 
racing in a green and happy land as yet not 
visibly stained by the grey realities confront: 
ing the northern hemisphere. For the sunburnt 
traveller there is a strange sensation of hav- 
Ing fallen backwards into another continuum, 
an almost fairy-tale world where joy with 
motors is simple and racing is good and to 
hold a GP is a lucky fortune to be seized by 
all hands. 

Core of it all was Emerson Fittipaldi, hero 
Jong enough now to have perhaps. developed 
flaws of personality in the eyes of his country 
men but authentic hero none the less, and the 
atmosphere of the entire event centred on him 
There were so many fascinations in this new 
confrontation. A new car and a new team, 
with which he would engage: (a) the old car 
and the old team, (b) an old team-mate and @ 
replacement, (c) a new team-mate (or two !), 
(d) a would-be team-mate, (e) a displaced 
team-mate why, the popular mind even 
decried heavyweight confrontation between 
the major sponsors who made it all happen, 
What an event. “Senta a bota, Emerson!” 


ENTRY 


Of a technical nature there was very Tittle 
difference about the 25 entrants (plus two 
spares) in their second South American appear- 
ince. The transhipment to So Paulo's Inter- 
lagos suburb, following several days of private 
testing and fettling in the comfortable environs 
of the Buenos Aires autodrome (a well- 
Stocked and efficiently staffed white-tablecloth 
Festaurant not 60. seconds’ walk from the 
centre of the paddock !) had come off well, 
and in themselves the racing cars were in 
fine shape. The problems, and they became 
dire indeed with time, were all in the addi 
tional components which had been flown out 
from Europe. Brazilian customs was not, 
apparently, disposed to function with dispatch 
at this particular point in time, and crates 
of engines, gears, suspensions, etc, which had 
actually been on the ground on Monday were 
never released until frantically late in the 
evening of Thursday before first practice. One 
team at least was therefore forced to ” work 
fan all-nighter” even before an engine was 
fired in anger. 

The pair of John Player Specials were as in 
Argentina with the exception of the replace: 
‘ment of their recent cast rear uprights with 
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Emerson made it a double two out of two. His second consecutive GP win at Interlagos and 


the second win in suce 


the welded-steel patterns of an earlier 
geometry. This was, hopefully, to match the 
Rewest large-diameter Goodyear rear tyres 
with the notoriously rugged Inter! 
u r the 72 had been 
the best chassis for this particular 
for its supple suspension and superb 
balance had created the distinct 
imprs 
road-making machine running along just in 
front of the JPS laying down a special smooth 
¢ exclusively for Its benefit, while an- 
other followed along just behind ripping the 
track up again to its normal state for every 
other car. ‘The general expectation among out- 
that again this year Team 


February % 
dated certain alterations to the design, and 
falso that the latest tall “ wrinkle wall” ‘tyres 
behave differently. (They behave better, which 
‘was proven to Ronnie Peterson's satisfaction 
by a back-to-back test during Friday practice, 
but they are different.) 

Jody Scheckter's Elf ‘Tyrrell was set once 
again’ on its torsion-bar rear suspension, 
which had been abandoned after practice in 
Argentina, for the Brazilian bumps for which 
it had been originally conceived. 

The trio of McLaren M23s, plus a spare, 
were much the same, although Mike 
Hailwood’s Yardleymac had grown a little dam 
‘across its chisel nose while the Texaco Marl- 
boros had an optional higher rear radius rod 
pick-up point installed—plus even more atten- 
tion to securing plug leads! In the light of 
the hindsight of Denny Hulme’s joint tap 
tecord in last year's event with the old M19, 
once he got gcing, it would be fascinating to 
see how well the improved models of the 
already superior M23 would fare in competi- 
tion with last year’s pacesetters. 

‘The Brabham boys had modified the airboxes 
of their BT44s to prevent them falling apart 
(such modification had in fact been scheduled 
for Reutemann's car based on experience with 
Robarts’ but a pair of race-morning dramas in 
Argentina had pre-empted that entry on the 
job list. The team reckon that without the 
loss of airbox effect, plus the loss of per- 
formance due to the last-minute loose plug 
Tead, Carlos would not have run out of petrol 
until the slowing-down lap. A giant entry in 
motor racing's long list of might-have- 
beens. . . . ) 

‘Amongst tie rest of the field there was 
little modification, Bits from England arrived 
in time to bring the side radiators of one of 
the new Marches, Stuck’s, within the overall 
‘width limitation—the result was that the car 
immediately ran cooler, said Robin Herd! 
‘There was a Matchbox full of bits for the 
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jon for the Texaco-Marlboro McLaren. 


Surtees-Finas to alter and strengthen their 
rear suspensions and mountings; this box 
was for a long fraught time lost totally some- 
where within the impenetrability of the 
national customs—it was a fraught time 
because John Surtees was adamant that with- 
gut the bits it would be impossible to, allow 
Carlos 


Within the Embassy 
had swapped Lolas with Guy Edwards, pre- 
ferring the feel of the newer chassis, and on 
his car had found that @ smaller airbox with- 
out ducting to the rear oil cooler gave less 
drag and still acceptable temperatures. 

‘The team with the greatest drama caused by 
the customs holdup was UOP Shadow. The 
old-type chassis written off in the incredibly 
unlucky first-turn shunt at BA was to be 
replaced by a new-old tub from England. What 
should have been a perfectly straight forward 
operation did not in fact begin until 11 on 
Thursday night; six of Shadow’s mechanics 
worked straight through the night amidst the 
Interlagos circuit's squalid conditions and 
completed what ought to have been a 10-hour 
job by 6 am, three hours before the scheduled 
Start of first practice. Jean-Pierre Jarier, who 
had resigned himself to missing the first day. 
arrived dressed in driving suit and wide 
smile... . 

Because of being held a bit earlier in the 
year than last time, and therefore to avoid 
Quite regular late afternoon thunderstorms. 
the practice sessions as well as the race itself 
were moved up earlier in tite day. The GP 
circus performers found themselves staggering 
up out of bed at the Hilton at thoroughly 
unaccustomed hours, and braving with 
Unsettled merves the densest morning traffic 
to get out to the circuit for practice at 9. In 
point of fact it was never rush-hour traffic, 
because by a happy Brazilian ccincidence 
Friday was a day of celebration of the 420th 
anniversary of the city of Sto Paulo; the 
traffic did not rush because it was all headed 
In one direction for a change as thousands 
upon thousands of workaday Brazilians in 
Corcells and Chevettes convoyed in a refreshed 
spirited manner their cheerful owners, with 
families, girlfriends, dogs, picnic baskets, 
folding ‘chairs, sunshades, ‘cameras, portable 
radios, sacks of exotic Brazilian froits and 
forged-or-stoten parking stickers, out along 
the ever narrowing, ever decaying streets 
leading to the ageing _residence-girdled 
Speedbowl. Thus the morning of first practice 
was almost a perfect rehearsal for raceday 
itself with the grounds teeming full of laughing 
people, and apparently because of some 
‘enthusiasm over fences and vantage points 
which called for troop deployment, first 
practice was delayed neagly half an hour. 


PRACTICE 


ff -was already growing warm therefore a3 
Ronnie's black-and-gold wedge stuttered away 
from the pits, leading a long ragged string of 
asthmatic cold-blooded racing cars stumbling 
fone after the other like hungover sleepwalkers 
into the long, descending, dramatically banked 
first turns. Soon, though, the machinery, 50 
quick to anger, was warmed to full snarling 
life, and the drivers set to seeing about this 
long, bumpy, variable, abnormally demanding 
cireuit. In a couple of minutes every corner 
of the wide curling landscape was full of 
flitting little GP cars and the humid alr was 
heavy with rasping and humming and blipping 
and crackling. A feast of delicious simple-and- 
ood motor racing. . 


Obviously, the surface was very bumpy. 
Cars were heaving and hopping all over, 
especially the two Shadows early on until 
patient suspension ‘tuning smoothed them 
ut a little, and as drivers began to really try 
they began to discover a difficulty with tyres. 
Interlagos has curves of several types, includ- 
ing “vertical curves” which put abnormal 
strains through suspensions, and driver after 
driver found himself puzzled about how to 
chose a compromise, A common complaint was 
“understeer in, oversteer out” but that had 
little to. do with the sheer waywardness of 
cars as bumps cocked wheels into odd angles 
within corners. It was quite disconcerting to 
See that the JPS chassis, so smooth last year, 
Were this time among the worst. Both Peterson 
and Iekx were cornering with great handfuls, 
fof lock to catch sudden slides ; Ronnie entered 
2 new word into the English language by 
Saying, late in practice, that his car was still 
*"penduling ” from one state to the other and 
back again, All this nastiness appeared to 
contribute to sudden bursts of blue smoke 
from the rear tyr they broke away and 
Spun erratically—an entirely different state 
from the long, lovely, smoking slides which 
Peterson and Fittipaldi were able to hold last 
year 

‘As a bemused and distinctly unhappy mood 
settled over the ramshackle garage area that 
first. evening, Hesketh genius Postlethwait 
‘at his first Interlagos visit, summed up evel 
One's feelings: “This would appear to be 
fa place like Brands Hatch, where alarm 
Gespondency reign, and ‘the facitities ar 
terrible... .” 

‘At the end of that first evening, a detailed 
rundown of fortun looked 
like this. Peterson had run down Max Mos 
in the pits, the March man 
starting one of his cars 
tunately there was little damage beyond 
elbow, Ronnie had also tried a set of tyr 
of year’s size, but when he was s01 
1.5 seconds slower it became’ obvious that 
something besides the new concept was pre- 
Venting last. years” lap times being 
approached. Right at the end of the day— 
which was about 1 pm in the worst heat of 
noon—three different people clocked him at 
2m 33.8 which would have been second best 
time, nearly a-second slower than Fittipaldi, 
although the official sheets had him six tenths 
poorer. 

It was obviously nét good enough, nor 
could “Iekx support even that sort of ‘time. 
Jacky said his chassis was still “not quite 
right,” which was a diplomatic way of ex- 
pressing that “l.’s giving me oversteer with 
Some ,wheelspin, and yes, It Is pretty hard 

‘While all this was going wrong with his 
former team, Fittipaldi was doing a final lap 
at 2 m 32.97, which remained the best of the 
practice although it, was precisely 2.47 secs 
slower than Ronnie's pole position time of 
last year. Quite obviously if anything was 
troubling Emerson he was ignoring it or driv- 
ing around it, an especially stimulating sight 
in view of the other two M23 drivers who 
were distinctly unhappy. Hulme was just 
plain slow by comparison, 2.5 seconds siow, 
And in a mood which produced low bearish 
mutterings about understeer and general dis- 
comfort. Hailwood managed a lap a bit better, 
Still 2 full seconds off Emerson's tim 


HE NEARLY DROVE 
THE OPPOSITION 
NUTS IN BRAZIL. 


Jacky Ickx did pretty well in Sunday's Brazilian 
Grand Prix. 
In fact, he came third. 

_ Jacky’s John Player Special was racing on 
Duckhams Formula Q. The same Formula Q that you 
can putin your own engine. 

Naturally, we're proud of Jacky. 
And pleased for Colin Chapman. Because being 
right for him is all right by us. 


DUCKHAMS FORMULA GJ 


If you think just any oil will do,ask Colin Chapman. 
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though in fact he had been set to try one 
final time on special tyres only to find himself 
baulked at the wrong moment. “It's a bit 
of a battle,” he noted, “it feels all tippy-toes, 
land on the latest rear tyres it’s oversteering.” 
From vantage points on hills above some of 
the more notorious corners it was apparent 
that the McLarens were among the steadiest 
cars, moving vertically on bumps but not 
sideways, and none of the drivers were reach- 
Ing anything like the slip-angles of most other 
cars, From the comments of Hulme and Hail- 
wood, who were unhappy, some of the other 
drivers must have been’ suffering mightily 
indeed, 

Reuiemann was driving his Brabham 
strongly and crisply, the rising-rate suspen: 
sion appearing to soak up the bumps as well 
as the M23s, and he finished the day second 
fastest officially. He was none the less a little 
uncertain of his engine, which was running 
a bit fluffy in the heat, and said there was a 
bit of the under-to-over-to-understeer prob- 
Tem as the wheels worked on the road surfa 
his team-mate Robarts spent most of his ti 
bedding things in and getting himself used 
to the circuit. Then he put on some faster 
tyres and started trying for a time at which 
the engine exploded without warning. 

‘One other type of car transpired to be 
quick that first day. The Ferrari with. which 
Niki Lauda all but equalled Reutemann’s best 
Jap. In this emerges an interesting thing. 
‘The Ferrari drivers both reported the 
engines at a distinct disadvantage compared 
with the Fords on the long accelerations up- 
hill out of corners. So they had to be getting 
it back somewher The corners? 

High above the long, long, long Curva do Sol 
‘one can stand on a bank with a panoramic 
View, a place made to order for taking corner 
times, Here over a span of 12 seconds dead 
Lauda was definitely the quickest by a margin 

tenths from the best of the 


‘and lurching about looking very much on 
the ragged edge the Ferrari looked steady and 
smooth and comfortably below its maximum, 
‘That Niki was driving as hard as anyone was 
‘shown by occasional jumps sideways and quick 
catches with the steering wheel but these 
‘were few and not followed by the additional 


Leading trio: Carlos Reutemann (Brabham), Ronnie Peterson (JPS) and Emerson Fittipaldi (Texaco Marlboro). 
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ugly wallowing of many other cars. 

It was particularly good to see Arturo 
Merzario taking the Iso Marlboro to a time 
which ranked it) amongst the best chassis 
Like those drivers immediately with him he 
had handling difficulties, the car not liking 
right handers at all, and at one point his 
throttles stuck so. a somewhat unfamiliar 
mood of confidence in the Williams pit seemed 
‘welll justified, 

It rained that evening as it was supposed to 
land early in the morning of the second day 
the track surface was covered in leaf litter 
and a bit of mud and was still damp in places. 
‘Things started off promptly this time so there 
was a feeling that it would be in the relative 
cool of the first session up to 10.30 that 
the best times would be set. In reverse of the 
normal sequence the last session of the day 
which was to finish at half past twelve would 
be the time to set the cars for race condi- 
tlons. 

All this neat planning supposing the can- 
tankerous racing cars fell into line of cours 
Sometimes things fell other ways such as 
when in the middle of the morning Fittipaldi 
fell off the esential line in the first turn and 
went spinning at horrifying velocity amidst 
a great cloud of smoke down the track for- 
tunately missing the barriers, Whether this 
represented his personal limit would be hard 
to say but his best time of the session and 
hence the day was three hundredths of a 
second slower than on Friday in conditions 
which most other people found conducive to 
going faster. Reutemann came a quarter of a 
Second away from pole position and acted 
perfectly content with it, The outside line he 
Said was just the place to start at Interlagos. 

In this session too Lauda consolidated his 
third starting place. The Ferrari was using « 
second engine in an attempt to find out for 
sure if the Cosworth was basically faster and 
the answer appeared to be yes, for later in 
the day after trimming the car on full tanks 
Is was decided to put back the Friday twelve 
for the race. The car still looked extremely 
good in the corners and Niki was still driving 
it hard which was proven by chasing a flock 
of marshals from their posts as he rebounded 
in a giant speed wobble from a kerbing at the 


end of the Curva do Sol. 

‘Meanwhile his putative team leader Regga- 
zoni was continuing a practice that was going 
worse and worse. If the day before had gone 
in a mediocre way Saturday spiralled to the 
depths for after a few hesitant laps trying 
to feel out a strange vibration the gearbox 
broke altogether and stranded the B3 out on 
the circuit. 

Ronnie appeared for practice with an i 
teresting mod which he had picked up once 
when visiting a USAC race. His home-brewed 
version consisted of a pair of pretty blue 
Strings which were tied to holes in the wind- 
screening either side of the cockpit. Their 
free ends had hooks which a mechanic could 
secure to little eyelets screwed into his helmet. 
‘The idea was to help his neck hold his head 
up through the long violent corners. 

After trying it in practice he found there 
was too much violence being transmitted 
directly from the car to his head so for race- 
day he tied the outboard ends of the strings 


to the shoulders of his suit instead. That 
seemed to be the answer to an Idea whose 
time seems to have come to road racing, 


Ronnie was as a matter of fact not feeling 
very fit. He looked worn and his team manager 
fussing a little about leading an improper life 
prescribed an injection of glucose and after 
the hottest practice took his driver's suit away 
‘and weighed it. The material had sponged up 
‘enough perspiration to weigh 10 pounds, 

But how would SuperSwede drive if he were 
fit? He was going hard enough to blister some 
of his rear tyres and holding the car deter- 
minedly against its worst tendencies. From 
being fourth fastest in the morning he was 
‘one of the few drivers who went faster in the 
noontime session setting a time finally that 
‘was a quarter second slower than Fittipaldi’s 
best in the same conditions, 

‘A driver who improved even more drama- 
tically in that last session was Peter Revson. 
Overnight his UOP Shadow had been fitted 
with a pair of additional water radiators laid 
horizontally over the gearbox. Initially this 
seemed to stabilise the temperatures that 
had been high and erratic on Friday although 
later on whatever was wrong internally got 
‘worse and the water began boiling. Still Revvy 


" 


The Ferrari revival continues. Re 
‘championship. 


worked on cures for his car's behaviour which 
Initially on Friday was quite the most pon- 
derously frightening to watch (although he 
sald not to drive), Gradually changes of dam, 

fs and other details improved things and 
tie" suspension stopped ‘crashing onto the 
rubbers and finally the car stayed out for 
enough flying laps to get a proper lap time— 
and ended up third best of the session. 

To sum up the balance of the practice it 
would be fair to say things were generally 
better for everyone but not by much. Ickx 
reached a point with his car's handling where 
he could agree that was a handful but that 
it was " safe” and he could. feel all right about 
Facing it 

In the Tyrrell team the general feeling was 
that things were no worse than last year. 
Jody did display a sore spot on his right palm 
that he had never developed before but 
although the car looked to be a challenge to 
hold on the road he himself didn’t think it 
was all that bad. 


In the McLaren camps Hulme was not any 
happier than the day before for he felt his 
front tyres were just not right for the job 
of transmitting his style of driving through to 
the road. Hailwood was once more fractionally 
quicker until suddenly, in the last session as 
he was coming by the end of the pits and 
Mifting off for the first turn, the car suddenly 
snapped right around and did a lurid spin 
down the road in a cloud of smoke. It was 
virtually a repeat of Emerson's earlier per- 
formance but the reason for this one was the 
snapping of a lower rear wishbone. Luckily, 
mused Mike, he was going comparatively 
slowly at the moment, warming up a new set 
of tyres... 
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font, leading Ickx. came second and now leads the 


Reutemann's earnestly. trying team-mate, 
Robarts, was settling better into the pattern 
of driving an Fi although he had something 
of @ mental set-back atone point when the 
throttles stuck open, He came in with a com 
lexicn on which there was no trace of his 
jaboriously-gained suntan. Worse was yet to 
come for Robarts though, as again he finished 
the practice parked on the circuit. The Bri 
ham had run out of petrol. Meanwhile, Watson, 
in the private entry, was getting on better 
than on Friday when the engine had seized 
and although there seemed still to be some- 
thing wrong with the chassis John was finally 
given a set of sticky tyres and did a respect- 
ble time in the midst of the mid-field bunch. 
‘Of the March drivers, Ganley was vastly 
unhappy because his engine simply couldn't be 
made to go. In fact it stopped at one point 
‘on the circuit and was brought back to life 
only after a deal of pushing and pulling of 
wires. Thus, Howden never had a chance to 
sort out his handling. Stuck was in better 
luck and did a lot of experimental driving with 
different chassis and aerodynamic settings and 
by the end of the day everyone in the works 
March team seemed quite happy with the pro- 
gress of both the car and of the driver. In 
fact, comer times taken in the long one 
showed that today it was Hanschen, together 
with Hailwood, who were as quick as Lauda's 
Ferrari. (Although none were as quick as 
Friday.) Moreover, the young man in only his 
second Fl drive repeated the time in two 
separate goes when the chassis had two vastly 
different “settings. First there was extreme 
oversteer which was dealt with by full right 
foot and full opposite lock. The 741 snapped 
into an incredible angle but then stabilised and 
carried on round the bend with the back 


wheels hung far out and streaming thick, blue 
smoke. Stuck only did that once before com- 
Ing in to try a few tweaks, These had the 
effect of producing strong understeer and this 
time he went around far more tidily, although 
still obviously and visibly very fast, and 
recorded the same time: 12.78. For a young 
man who is supposed to be learning he was 
showing an amazing amount of confidence 
and was hurling the car round with his long 
arms as though he didn’t realise it wasn't 
saloon. 

‘The Hesketh mood was less alarmed and 
despondent this day although it was emerging 
that there was something wrong with the car's 
water system and, like Revson's Shadow, it 
was running hot and cutting out. With patience 
Hunt wat getting the handling better which 
‘meant he was learning how to cure the under- 
steer, but by the end of last practice he wa: 
not the happy young man he usually is for his 
lap times and relative placing on the grid were 
far worse than everyon 
especially himself. 

‘None of the BRM drivers were able to show 
much form although the only discernable 
trouble was Pescarolo's “little bang” in the 
top end of his engine which ruined his Satur- 
day. The Surtees drivers were making pro- 
gress despite taking a while to sort out tyre 
‘compounds. Pace lost the last chance to start 
well up the grid when he too ran out of gay 
on the circuit. Mass was thus a bit better at 
the end despite having various troubles invol 

collapsed springs at Argentina, 


unsultably narrow rims, The pair of Embassy 
Klas ware both proving iMcult to hold on 
the while Hill gradually made pro- 
ress and bis lap times showed signs ‘of ine 
efforts he was making, Guy Edwards never did 
manage to bend his handling to his will, 
“Never have I driven so hard to go so slowly," 
he said a little while after stopping sideways 
in the most public of the comers below the 
pits, where everyone could watch his embai 
Fassment. 

‘Thus practice on this difficult circuit closed 
with no one really very happy (which was in 

irked contrast to the mood at Buenos Aires) 
land it was curious to note that both the last 
man and the first man on the grid had spun 
‘during the day. From front to back it appeared 
that nobody was truely at home at Interlagos. 
‘Those disposed to make predictions about the 
race were uncertain about singling out an in- 
dividual to win but a common view was that 
ft was going to be a hard race, long and 
gruelling. in extreme heat, over a punishing 
surface. it was anticipated that the successful 
man would be the one who husbanded his 
Fesources and remained freshest to the end, 
The winner would have deserved his victory, 

The afternoon clouds billowed up to Valky- 
riean scale. Huge blackness seemed to swallow 
the sunset sky and as mechanics tolled in the 
ramshackle collection of rude structures that 
at Interlagos pass for paddock facilities the 
grandfather of all storm fronts slammed onto 
them. Heavy rain was driven horizontally 
through the open-sided pits which offered zero 
protection to half a dozen of the least lucky 
teams. 


As men huddled trying to carry on work 
under plastic sheets lightning bolts crashed on 
ail sides, hitting nearby fences and trees and 
flagpoles. 

In the electric-blue flashes*they could see 
spectators in the grandstands dressed in swim: 
wear, waving bottles of warming fluid and 
singing lusty Brazilian song: 

RACE DAY 


‘Te-the clear dawn Might some of The more 
stolid European faces looked distinctly awed 
by the overnight experience, The track looked 
the Jeast bit secondhand as well, There were 
wet patches everywhere but these were left 
Jess by the storm than by the fire trucks 
earnestly trying to wash off its effects, So 
earnest were they, however, that nearing the 
scheduled half-hour of unofficial practice, 
which today meant more essential testing’ for 
nearly every team, the track was still damp. 
But it was worse than that. The grandstands, 
which even at 8 am were jammed full of spec: 
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tators, were seething, restless mobs of merry- 
making. Part of the game, apparently, was to 
see how near one could come to throwing 
bottles all the way across the track. 

Suited drivers and warmed racing cars 
stayed in the pits long after they should have 
gone out to test the conditions, while the 
Outgoing president of the GPDA and the head 
of Goodyear Racing personally walked the 
Tength of the main straight picking up debris 
—pounds of it. Hulme, at one point 
straightened up to display ‘a rusty nail, 3in 
Tong. Meanwhile, the swollen, restive crowd 
chanted and shouted and scrapped with good 
nature among themselves and doubtless won- 
dered what the delay and fuss was all about. 
Some embarrassed Brazilians with wider ex- 
perience of Grand Prix racing turned to their 
visiting friends and made a point of trying 
to apologise for their countrymen's behaviour. 

It wasn’t until 45m after they should have 
been that the cars were allowed out on the 
track. There was the usual last-minute com- 
parison of tyres among some of the more 
anxious teams, for it was obvious that the 
surface of the track had been washed by the 
rain as well as the fire hoses and it could well 
be vital to discover just what sort of rubber 
compound was most suitable for the day. 

The clear, hot, blue sky of earlier days had 
not appeared. Instead there was cloud nearly 
everywhere, not low and threatening. but 
enough to mask much of the heat of the 
sun, Conditions, in fact, were about as dif- 
ferent from practice as they could be and still 
remain dry. 

‘The only serious incident of the warm-up 
‘was serious indeed. The Singleton Iso blew off 
its water cap and after three laps enough 
water had sprayed away unnoticed by Mer: 
zario that the engine locked up solid. There 
wasn’t time enough before the 11.30 starting 
time to carry out an engine change. Frank 
Williams wrote out a forn " 
of execution" while his men, 
couple from other teams, plunged into the job. 
Perhaps surprisingly for the Grand Prix was 
the chief interest of the day for the tele- 
vision network the reprieve was granted. In 
& remarkable job of co-ordinated work Arturo 
saw the last connections being tightened 1h 
25m after they had been loosened. 


RACE 


‘The other 24 cars were already lined up 
and waiting on the dummy grid by that time, 
In fact they had been there long enough that 
there had been plenty of time to sort out 
the odd problem of Denny Hulme who had 


Trio of newcomers 


— 


— > 
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Mase (Surtees) pressed by Stuck (March) and Depailler's Tyrrell 


driven into sight below the pits, but still 
half way round the lap with a tyre gone 
flat. He waited there while his surprised 
mechanics hustled down to him with a jack 
and a replacement wheel (in fact = helpful 
Brazilian spectator was assisting as well, 
for which he was rewarded with a pass 
and the good wishes of the whole team). 
Finally the cense silence was shattered by 
the waspish wail of a DFV rising from the 
garages and to the ushering waves of pits 
marshals, Merzario drove the Iso sharply out 
and wheels spinning charged off to drive 
round the 4.9 miles to join the rest 

‘As the sound of the engine traced his 
progress around the loops of the circuit the 
fest of the grid chimed in with an explosion 
Of waspish roars of their own and the urging 
of marshals rolled forward down the slope 
to the start line. 

What happened next is still not fully 
understood but, as in Argentina, the field 
blasted off too soon, 

‘One of the observers thought that Lauda, 
apparently making a practice start as he 
moved up to the line startled the man with 
the flag into waving it. Certainly few were 
ready for the start for again, as a fortnight 
earlier, there were still mechanics amongst 
the cars. Certainly Jt was all a few seconds 
too early for the Williams team, for the 
rushing Iso was still not in sight: After all 
the delay which was finally nearly an hour, 
the whole purpose was negated at literally 
the last minute. Frankly to all the Europeans 
watching, it looked like a shambles. 

‘And still that wasn't the end for the Iso 
Marlboro misfortunes in this, their originally 
most promising event to date, for to get an 
Fi engine to light off and run immediately 
from dead cold you set the mixture on to full 
rich. Normally then you reckon to have 
enough time on the dummy grid to set it 
back to lean, but of course by the time 
Arturo did rasp into sight at the starting 
jine there wasn't any dummy grid left, nor 
even any grid any more. He did stop and 
one of the boys reached in and at the near 
cost of his hand quickly altered the settings 
and the car snaked off after the race, but 
pathetically late 

While all this was going on the really 
dramatic start had taken place and developed 
into a fascinating motor race. As the flag 
dropped (or perhaps did not drop), Reute- 
mann from the front row demonstrated his 
paint about being on the outside by shooting 
down Into the first corner in the lead, backed 


up in his demonstration by Peterson who was 
right behind all the way from ¢he line into 
the turn and who scratched by Fittipaldi into 
second, 

By the time they had all three sung down 
the long straight’ and around the double 
apex loop at the bottom and come accelerat- 
ing up into the infield again they were 
already alone making it a three-way race. 
Reutemann, Peterson, Fittipaldi they aj 
peared, Brabham holding off JPS and 
McLaren. It was a Ferrari next, Regazzoni 
having jumped up several grid places to take 
over what was expected to be the place 
earned by Lauda, But the fortunes of practice 
were exactly reversed in the race as Clay 
found his car running strongly at last and 
Niki felt that a misfire that had cropped up 
in the overnight engine swap was still there. 

In American dirt track racing there is a 
crowd-pleasing mini-race called a Trophy 
Dash, wherein the top qualifiers run off a 
quick little four-lapper just as a preliminary 
to the main race. The first few Japs of the 
Brazilian GP looked just like that on a 
longer, faster road racing scale—and in fact 
it only lasted about as long as a trophy 
dash. On his fourth lap “Lole” in the lead 
felt his front tyres start to go off and as 
quickly as that Peterson and Fittipaldi slipped 
by. The Brabham began a helpless slip, tail 
first, down through the pack and just ke 
that its second moment cf glory in as many 
races was evaporated. 

‘What was left then was exactly the duel 
that everyone, whether they consciously 
realised it or ‘not, had been hoping for all 
winter. Ronnie v Emerson, With all that had 
contributed to the change of circumstances 
‘of the former world champion, many people 
did not think it was too strong to call it the 
Grudge Match of the season, Locked together 
nose to tail, charging at terrific speed down 
through the’ ultra quick first bends into thelr 
fifth lap the superpair had run halfway out 
of view of everyone else. It could not have 
been a better Grand Prix of Brazil for the 
rippling masses screaming on the banks. 
Senta @ bota, Emerson. 

Both drivers looked reasonably confident. 
The JPS holding the lead was stil! obviously 
as much of a bandful as in practice, but 
Ronnie was equally obviously master of it 


There were places it was quicker such as in 
a straight line, slightly, and the loose tail 
appeared to help him’ round the tighter 
corners. The ‘Texaco’ Marlboro looked a 


Stabler package, getting around the turns 
‘with perhaps half the total slip angle and 
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despite running in nearly dead air right up 
tight behind it seemed to gain inches in the 
fastest turns. Emerson looked comparatively 
relaxed and if this was a dice that would go 
on for any length of time Peterson would 
Without doubt feel more strain than Fitti- 
paldi, who keeps himself a byword of 
physical fitness 

While all eyes were rivetted on the epic 
needle match for the lead the rest of the entry 
were sorting themselves out behind. Regazzoni 
SUIL mastered a. string which consisted of 
Ickx hard after him, neither car handling at 
‘all well although the second JPS was lurching 
Around so much it looked positively frighten- 
ing. Jacky thought it a basically safe propo- 
sition, he iis a greater driver than even his 
most ardent supporters know. Next came 
Revson but knowing all the while that his 
cooling malfunction had not been traced and 
expecting any mile to be his last, Right with 
the Shadow, was the Surtees team leader, 
Pace, having gotten ahead of Mass with better 
handiing on better front wheels. Carving up 
through the next bunch was Hailwood, who 
had been caught out by the peculiar start and 
fallen right back, but who now was using 
everything the "YardleyMac had. Several 
drivers he overtook by diving low under them 
into the first turn, clearly enjoying very good 
chassis behaviour at high speed. He was 
apparently even gaining ground on the leaders 
fat this stage, but alas once again, at about 
ten laps his front tyres began to grow an ever: 
worsening vibration, Presently it became so 
Unpleasant that he had trouble seeing, and as 
the race ground on and on for him he felt Uke 
his arms must snap off, 

So as the runners behind, originally strung 
closely together, began to settle into. more 
Jonely relationships, once again as so often in 
FI these days, all the excitement was in the 
struggle for the lead. Fittipaldi was still 
jammed tight up behind Peterson and staying 
there without any sign of distress 

On their 16th lap their speed brought them 
up behind the lonely Merzario coming out on 
to the long straight. Down the long descent 
they pounded with Ronnie staying in the 180 
slipstream as long as he dared. Down near 
the bottom of the hill he whipped out to go 
by, and Emerson followed him like a trailer. 


Above, Mike Hailwood in the YardleyMac com 
Revson, in sixth spot, Mas 
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But as they reached the abrupt, downhill, 
raggedly surfaced braking area for the wide 
long loop which is turns 3 and 4, the JPS 
stayed out in the overtaking line to protect 
its entry. The McLaren however chopped 
smartly across the nose of the Iso to the out- 
side, settled on to a wider line—and the 
Sudden delighted scream from the rippling 
blanket of spectators on the hill above told 
anyone who could not see that part of the 
track that Emerson had driven right around 
the outside and sneaked into the lead. 

‘That was it. The JPS man stayed up with 
him for part of that lap but then began to 
drop back, so that by the identical point next 
time around the gap between them was pre- 
cisely 2.1, still more did Peterson ease his 
pace, and in a few more minutes broke off and 
Grove up the ramp into the pits. He had been 
coping with even more oversteer than before 
which at first he had decided must be his rear 
tyres going off, but then he realised the truth, 
that his right’ rear was actually going soft, 
and no amount of cooler driving would bring 
that back. His stop dropped him far back to 
tenth place. The race for the lead was over. 

‘The charts tell the rest of the story. Fitti- 


paldi simply drove on around and around, 
absolute master of his home GP, much as had 

Reutemann a fortnight before—and much as 
had Peterson in the Swedish last year, com‘ 
to that, He must have been hoping fervently 
that the same sort of bitter bad ending wasn’t 
lurking to spoil it all. 

‘But something else was lurking. Up in the 
East grew a huge ugly dark rolling mass of 
thundercloud. Abruptly it swept the sun from 
the sky, abruptly the wind freshened, within 
minutes the warm day became cool, and it 
was certain we were in for a most tropical 
downpour. 

\K came on with stunning suddenness. As 
Emerson was partway round his 31st lap the 
first spots of rain hit the upwardly turned 
faces in the pits, and by the time he came 
bounding around the flat out bumpy banking 
toward the finishing area the rain was 
splashing down in great drops. The officials 
made the decision very rapidly but not before 
Fittipaldi and Regazzoni some 15 s behind had 
droned by in cautious balls of spume, Their 
thinking there in the shower at the line wi 
that obviously it was foolish to let everyone do 
another long lap on hot slicks in such an 


up to take ninth place off Jody Scheckter’s Tyrrell on lap five on his way to fifth spot. Below, 


Scheckter, Pace, Lauda, Hulme and the rest formulate the second bunch on lap one. 
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intense rain. Thus when Ickx came splashing 
into sight a moment later, worried a bit about 
Pace who, despite vicious oversteer at high 
speed, was not relaxing his pressure, he was 
relieved to see the chequered flag waving 
through the water. Everyone following on 
finished the race at that point, while the first 
two drove on around again to complete 32 laps 
officially—which gives an inaccurate impres- 
sion that they were that far ahead but in 
fact the first 12 cars were, at that point in 
the race, still in the leaders, lap. 

To this not particularly important confusion, 
however, was added several other last minute 
confusions that greatly altered the lap chart 
in the last column. Scheckter, who had been 
driving around weil enough and staying out 
of trouble, came in just as the rain got bad 
with a softening tyre. Ken Tyrrell, more aware 
of the overall situation and more interested at 
that moment iin Jody scoring his first ever GP 
finish in 8 attempts, furiously waved him on 
out again. Graham ‘Hill drove into the pits 
and apparently took the chequered flag ‘the 
other side of the pit wall, which evidently 
was not admissible by the officials, and he 
thus docked of his rightfully earned 10th 
ein the first wrong thing that had 
happened to him all day—for once he reported 
with delight there had not been one single 
thing going wrong in any way with his car 

Peterson had driven with full-scale spirit 
back up through the pack to finish sixth but 
he too took the chequered lag in the pits lane, 
It was an obviously sensible choice in the con- 
ditions, and at least two other drivers realised 
the same ‘thing at the last minute and pulled 
off sharply after they cleared the pits wall. 

So ended the first race of the world cham: 
pionship to be stopped by rain (it having 
gone well beyond the two thirds point as 
prescribed in CSI rules) and’ it was a little 
hard to find anyone, although there were a 
couple, who were sorry. For Emerson Fittl 
paldi it was an agreeable enough way to con 


Two generations of March, Hunt's Hesketh 731 leads the very impressive works car of Stuck. 


clude the drive that has probably for all time 


cemented in the hearts of his fellow 
Brazilians their opinion of his greatness—each 
time they have seen him win, now, it has 


Deen in different cars against different oppo. 
sition, but his finishing margin has been just 
as impressive 

‘One bloke however must have had extremely 
mixed feelings about the whole thing, Arturo 


Merz ho came walking back {rom where 
he had parked on the circuit. After all the 
drama before and after the start, and after 
in fact causing the delay which ensured the 
race would be late enough to run into the 
rain, the Iso came into a corner with @ 
kaggle of other cars, someone put a wheel 
off the edge, and dirt flew up and jammed 
the throttle slides rigid, 


Emerson Fittipaldi 


Interviewed by MIKE DOODSON 


What Is your involvement with the Fittipald! 
Formula 1 ear? 

Tm not going to get involved at all with 
the construction of the car. My job is to drive 
jor McLaren: 1 have signed for two years, 
and there is an option which I can take up 
after that. 

‘As far as Lam concerned, the Fi project 
is completely separate. It is the responsibility 
of Richard Divila, who is designing the mono- 
coque and the suspension. He Is getting a lot 
of help from the people at Embraer, which is 
the Brazilian aircraft factory, and they have 
offered assistance in everything from the use 
of the wind-tunnel to materials which would 
otherwise be difficult to buy. Their attitude is 
fantastic, and they are really interested in 
the project, even though they have no experi- 
ence at ali of car racing. 

My one preoccupation at the moment is 
driving. I believe that anyone who tries to 
drive and be a constructor at the same time 
fs going to come unstuck. I know that 
Brabham managed to do both at the same 
time, but he had a Tauranac behind him. 

1 want to carry on driving for at least three 
‘or four years more. When I retire I can 
involved in developing a Brazilian FI 
with mechanics, drivers and team man: 
all from Brazil 

‘Will you race prototypes this 

U haven't fixed anything yet, but if 1 raced 
prototypes I would only want'to do three or 
four races at the most. There was a chance 
that I would be in a Matra, but there is a 
clash of sponsorship. The Alfa Romeo people 
also came to speak with me, but the Italians 
have a strange attitude: if T won a race I 
would be their favourite “son of Italy.” but 
if I lost T would just be che “ Brazilian in the 
team.” 

‘Were you sorry to leave Lotus after last 
year? 

T must say that it was not easy to leave 
the team. When I went to test the McLaren 
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at Paul Ricard in November, Ronnie was test- 
ing for Lotus on the same day. It felt vers 
strange, and 1 had a funny. sensation, & 
though I had lost something. After all, T'was 
with Lotus for more than three years and I 
still have a great affection for the team and 
the car. But I said to myself then “From 
this moment, you're going to have to race 
‘against your car.” 

‘Colin Chapman tried very hard to keep me 
in the team. In the end he made a fantastic 
financial offer, promising that 1 would con- 
tinue to be number 1 in the team. At that 

age, however, I had already decided to leave. 

Why’ did you leave the team? 
Twas not happy with some of the things 
that happened last year at Lotus. 1 got the 
impression that Ronnie was favoured by some 
of the team personnel, and this irritated me 
although 1 still got along very well with the 
mechanics 

If the team manager did not have to divide 
his time between two number I drivers, all 
the problems that I had—which were caused 
by lack of attention to the car and the split- 
ting of the mechanical team—could have been 
solved much more quickly if there had been 
only one number 1 driver. In Belgium, for 
example, Ronnie and I had the same fuel 
pick-up problem, which prevented either of 
us from ‘winning 

‘At Monza, Ronnie was allowed to win, even 
though there was still a chance that I'could 
have won the World Championship if he had 
been told to let me through. Even Ken Tyrrell 
told me that he thought Colin’s decision (to 
let Ronnie win) was absolutely incredible. 
After all, Jackie Stewart won the last two 
races in’ 1972, and almost caught up my 
points in the championship. 

There were other reasons for my decision, 
too. It was my ambition to drive another 
make of car in Formula 1, and 1 had offers 
from McLaren and Tyrrell’as well as Lotus. 
With McLaren 1 was able to bring Texa 


with me, because they wanted to leave Lotus 
at the same time as me, and it made things 
very easy for both of us 

It has been suggested that you did not go 


Ing with Jody. Wh 
ability? 
Oh, he goes very well, and he's a driver 


do you think of his 


with “a big future... if he lasts long 
enough to have a future. The way he drives, 
he seems to want to win or take someone off 
the track with him. I think we're going 10” 
have more trouble with him yet. 

Off the track, Jody is a very nice person, 
but when the flag goes down he doesn't 
respect anyone, just like a Formula 3 boy. In 
Formula 1, you can hold up another driver 
up to a point. But Jody doesn’t want to be 
overtaken by anyone, which worries you and 
makes you frightened to pass because you 
don't know what he's going to do, 

Perhaps things will change now that Jody's 
with Tyrrell. In Argentina it almost seemed 
as though he had calmed down, and the 
accident at the start certainly wasn't caused 
by him! 
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OUR NEW CAR FOR 
THE ’74 FF SEASON 


a 


Would like to congratulate John Pearson for his 

efforts with our Elan during the latter part of the 73 

season, and are pleased to announce he will drive 

all 1974 championship rounds. 

The other part of our business is selling Fit cars. The 

economical eager weaver” 126. The zippy 127, the family 
porty 124 coupé, 128 Rallye and coupé and For further details contact: 

ail the other’ models that make up the complete Fiat range. 

We put as much effort and enthusiasm into your Fiat as we 


One aie ree ed NICHOLLS ENGINEERING & DEVELOPMENT LTD. 
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN FIAT 
—WE'RE INTERESTED IN YOU 35 MEDDON STREET 


VICTOR RAYSBROOK MOTORS LTD. BIDEFORD 
182 HIGH STREET NORTH DEVON 


WATFORD Tel : Bideford 2991 
Tel: Watford 41281/2/3/4 


race 


n't just good jooks. It’s built for high 
ng with anti roll-off lip to stop tyre bead 
ian that comes from GKN’s years of 


the onc that runs alone ggg, 
oY” A =~ 


experience which ensures 2 positive tyre seal for hard 
motoring. They are lighter, easier to clean and make your car 
Took a million for just a few pounds 


€ Offset = Sizes. £_—COffset 


55" out 15"x7 out 
14°77 18.50 310" out 15" x83 out 
15°x6 1850 625" in 15°x10 29. out 
Complete with chrome nuts and centre cap. 


Made 


Please send me further details of Wolfrace whi 
Name 
Address 


Trade enquiries welcome 


wolhraceIEGLS 


3 Staples Comer, North Circular Road, London, NW2 
Tok: 


als O1- 
Eims industrial Estate, Shuttleworth Road, 
Goldington, Bedford 
Lies Tol: Bedford (0234) 62535/6/7. Telex: 825483 


7 pg 
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ARCTIC RALLY PREVIEW 


Frozen lake stage in Rovaniemi 


Can Makinen win again? 


Starting today, the Marlboro Arctic Rally is 
the first European rally to take place this ye 
and it is more than a coincidence that the 
rally takes place on the home soil of the very 
best modern day rally drivers in the world, 
ly Finland. The Ninth Aretic Rally, spon 
by Marlboro for the first time thi 
year, qualifies for the European Champlon- 
‘ship'for Drivers and the Finnish Rally Cham- 
plonship. Always previously known as the 
Tunturiralli—Hill Rally—=the Aretic is a truly 
unique event to Finland, taking place on top 
of the world in the perma-frost land of the 
Laps. 

There nearly was no Ninth Arctic Rally, 
for due to the virtually worldwide temporary 
cost and distribution problems with oll even 
Finland stepped into line and cancelled all 
motor sport. A last minute special dispensa- 
tion was granted however—for just this rally 
and the Hankkiralli plus two race meetings 
‘and a short series of ice races. That is all 
the motor sport the Finns wili have until 
the situation is reviewed in late spring. Still, 
they are luckier than most. In order to comply 
with Government wishes the rally organising 
committee, Antti Aarnio-Wihuri and Matt 
Lamminen, have had to shorten the route by 
a little over 500 km, reducing the total length 
to 2200 km with a still-healthy 800 km of 
special stages. 

Tn a sense the Arctic is doubly lucky this 
year, the fact that it is still being run coupled 
with’ the rally silence elsewhere in Europe 
ig focussing the whole rally world on the 
Arctic Circle town of Rovaniemi and the rally. 
Last year 54 crews tackled che Tunturi 
this year there are 120 entries, sever 
them foreign. 


ROUTE 
‘The rally Ts centred on Rovanteml, a clinically 


fresh and clean modern town just eight kilo- 
metres below the Arctic Circle; a truly rally 
orientated town too, with stages at the start 
and finish over the frozen lakes which sur- 
round and slice through Rovaniemi. These 
stages are not in any way an equivalent of 
our ‘spectator type stages, or “Mickey 
Mouse” tests as many rally drivers refer to 
them, but are competitive from the word 

with’ fast and twisting tracks specially 
ploughed for the cars. Some more of the 
stages will be over frozen lakes as the route 
loops North. The toughest, though, will be the 
forest tests and closed sections of secondary 
public roads, some of which will be much 
longer than the other two types. Last year 
the stage from Inari to Sevettijarvi, near to 
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the Russian border, was close to 100 km 
in length, and it was run both ways with a 
halt at the top end, 

‘Starting ume is set for 6.02 pm today after 
a hectic six hours scrutineering when car 
number one will head out of Rovaniemi, 
From there on it’s all “go” with just a six 
hour rest halt for drivers before the rally 
finish back at Rovaniemi on Saturday. If there 
is & snow problem even the short six hours 
might be less if the rally has to fall behind 
time as roads are cleared ahead of the route. 
Standard equipment items all of the crews 
will be carrying will include warniny 
triangles, telescopic snow shovels, foil 
vival Blankets and a knife for killing 
reindeer which may be Injured by the cars. 


ENTRIES 
‘This year's entry Is more than double the 1973 


figure but even with this figure in mind there 
could be less than the 15 survivors of 
last year’s Tunturiralli, for inst time the 
weather was an out-of-character —15C, which 
for Northern Finland in early February was 
@ positive heatwave. If the temperatures are 
normal then —30C is more than expected 
with a night “low” of —40C more than 
possible. At these temperatures a steering arm 
can easily break, or a spring mounting—just 


because the metal has been weakened and 
made brittle with the cold, 

Last year’s mild weather made the rally 
very fast and Timo Makinen with his Monte 
Carlo Escort took an easy victory from 
Markku Alen’s less handleable Volvo 142, 
‘This year the competition Is much closer 
with both drivers members of the works Ford 
team, though that shouldn't stop them 
battling it out and with Hannu Mikkola as third 
team member, he could be even quicker, 
Makinen's start number of ten is really the 
number one position as the first few entries 
are mainly journalists and their cars serve 
to “open” the stages, not just to have the 
timing on the ball, but to better the road 
surface getting rid of any soft top snow which 
may be lying. 

Ford's big challenge Is going to come from 
the Swedish Saabs of Stig Blomqvist 
Per Eklund and the Finnish Saab. Oy. 
Auto entry of Simo Lampinen. Opel, 
have a habit of doing well in these 
climbs and there are four Opel Asconas well 
capable of upsetting Ford's top prospects. Two 
Swedish prepared cars, for Anders Kullang 
‘and Bror Danielsson, ‘are supplemented by 
two Irmisher cars entered for the first time 
officially by General Motors Opel. The two 
“official” cars will be driven by Rauno 
Aaltonen and. Walter Rohrl. Entered by 
Finnish-Volvo is Jari Vilkas, the son of Onn, 
who has left Saab Finland, Also driving @ 
similar car is Erkki Pitkienen, 

From Britain, and seeded at 27 is the new 
Kleber/ Wheelbase driver Jimmy Rae who will 
have Jim Porter along as co-driver, Mexico 
Championship winner Nigel Rockey with Paul 
White are at 32 with an RS1600 and seeded 
ridiculously low at start number 80 Is Billy 
Coleman with his RS1600 and a Finnish c 
driver. British entries conclude with Neil 
Hudson and Dave Orrick (Escort RS) at 82, 
There is a team of Polski Fiats entered and 
from Germany is Lars Carlsson with a 1.9 
‘Ascona. Norway is represented with John 
Haughland’s incredibly quick Skoda 120S and 
Erie Aaby (Opel Ascona), 


JAN SADLER 


Leo Kinnunen finishes a stage on '73 rally. Above right: Halt at Pollastuntur 
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FORMULAE : — 
1 GERRY MARSHALL + 1 VAUXHALL FIRENZA 
= EXCITING CLUB RACING 


1 DTV DEALER + 1 VAUXHALL FIRENZA 
= AN EXCITING TEST DRIVE 


J. $. ROBSON LTD. 


Front Street 
Consett 
020-72 2956/7 


DAVID MARSHALL LTD. 


60-70 Shaftesbury Avenue, 
Bolfast 
0232 32222 


Autogardens. 
Nottingham Road, 
Mansfield, Notts 
M id 26101 


1 Lower Farnham Road 
Aldershot 
Hampshire 
0252 24401 


S.M.T. Sales-Service 
Dunkeld Road 
Perth 
0738 26241 


NEVILLE (E.M.V.) LTD. 


E. J. Baker Motors Ltd. 


Ryland Vehicle Group 
Ryland Street 
Birmingham B16 8BT 
Warwick 
021-454 8111 


GROSE LTD. 
Queens Park Parade 
Kingsthorpe 
Northampton 
0604 31682 


CHESTER 
ENGINEERING CO. 


Bedford Works, 
Boughton, Chester 
0244 24611 


City Motors 
(Oxford) Ltd 


Gloucester Street 
Oxford 
0865 48021 


BENTLEY BROTHERS 
(SHEFFIELD) LTD. 


44 Savile Street, 
Shetfield, Yorks 
(0742 29281 


Nash of Cardiff Ltd. 
Sloper Road 
Cardiff 
0222 387221 


HAMILTON MOTORS 
(LONDON) LTD 
466-490 Edgware Road 
London W2 1EL 
01-262 7211 


E. S. Stock Motors Limited 
Main Road, 
Copdock, Nr Ipswich, Suffolk 
(047 386 555 


WALLACE ARNOLD 
SALES-SERVICE LTD. 


6. N. CROYDON LTD. 


380 London Road 


123 Hunslett Road Croydon 
Leeds Surrey 
0532 39911 01-684 3686 


DRAKE AND FLETCHER LTD. 


THE BROADWAY 


MAIDSTONE, KENT 
0622 55531 


THIS IS NOT A COMPLETE LIST 
IT IS AN ADVERTISEMENT GUIDE 


THOMPSONS OF HULL 
230-236 Anlaby Road 
Hull 
East Yorkshire 
0482 23681 


HAROLD THOMPSON 
AND SONS LTD 


Tynemouth Road. 
North Shieids, 
Northumberland 
(089 457 0346 


LEEDHAMS (York) LTD. 


Rougier Street 
Lendal Bridge 
York 
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WIGRAM 


McCormack’s Grand Prix 
double—McRae retires again 


By PETER GREENSLADE 


John MeCor 
Grand Prix 
20 in his Ansett Elfin MRS Repco, taking the 
lead in the 29th of the 47 laps of the 2.13-mile 
aerodrome circuit and never a 
challenged. The “Quiee Australian, 
becoming ‘known, won the Grand Prix. at 
Pukekohe last year In the same car and at 
Wigram this time he bettered the race time of 
zm Trophy winner, Graham 

1) by 3 8 for a race average 
of 114.419 mph. Delayed by stops to replace 
right front tyres, the Chevron Team VDS 
drivers Teddy Pilette and Peter Gethin finished 
in second and third spots, Pilette’s B24 being 
414 5 behind the Elfin. Gethin, who really flew 
inthe late stages of the race and set a 
120.566 mph record in his 44th lap, finished 
15.5 s behind his team-mate. 

Of the 18 starters, the remaining seven 
finishers from the 18-car field were New 
Zealanders. New Zealand champion David 
Oxton (Begg FMS) was fourth and the only 
other to go the full distance. He finished 7.3 s 
behind Gethin, handicapped in the latter stages 
by an off-song engine. Garry Pedersen (Mc- 
Laren-Bartz) ran 46 laps for fifth, Graeme 
Lawrence (Lola T332) was sixth on 45 laps 
and not much clear of Alan McCully (B gg 
FMS). The others were Reg Cook (Lola 300), 
42 laps, Baron Robertson (Eifin Repco), 40 
and Ken Smith (March 732), 34 laps. 

Winner of the last three Wigram races. 
Graham McRae (McRae GM2) started from 
pole position but ran seldom more than a car's 
Tength behind Gethin until he took him in 
lap 18. Gethin made his tyre change stop after 
23 tours and that let McCormack up to second 
‘spot, 15 s behind McRae. When McRae stopped 
out ‘on the circuit with broken valve springs 
in lap 28 McCormack inherited the lead and 
Oxton was next. From then on in Pilette, who 
had replaced his tyre when running third 
after 16 laps and Gethin worked thelr way 
back to prominence in the second halt of the 

Before half distance the-Australian Johnnie 
Walker (Lola T330 Repco), Max Stewart (Lola 
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Pictures by EUAN SARGINSON 


1330) and Warwlek Brown (Lola 1332), beset 
by mechanical problems, were all pit-bound 
chin, with three rounds in the eight-race 
Peter Stuyvesant $100,000 series decided, 
leads with 16 points to MeCormack’s 15. 
Walker and Pilette are next with 9 each and 
then comes Oxton with 7. McRae, who has 
won the last three Australasian International 
race series, has yet to score, 


ENTRY 


There war willl_no sign of Sieve Thompson 
and the Servis/Alan Brodie Chevron B24 when 
the Stuyvesant “circus” mustered in Christ: 
church for the third round, the New Zealand 
Grand Prix at Wigram, but everyone else was 
on hand, the early arrivals being Chevron 
Racing Team VDS, Gethin and Pilette, and the 
Australians Max Stewart, Johnnie Walker and 
Warwick Brown. Wich two qualifying sessions 
slated for Saturday—the day prior to the race 
‘number of the teams, the McRae meng 
among them, did not reach the city, which was 
decked out in all its finery for the Xth 
Commonwealth Games, which opened on 
January 24 

With eight Morand engines at its disposal, 
the VDS team had fresh ones fitted for use on 
the 2.13-mile aerodrome circuit. McRae was 
using his Pukekohe engine and seemed quite 
content with it. He claims that his engines 
iginally Bartz, but now evidently very much 
McRae, are giving their undisclosed peak 
power at 6500 rpm whereas the other Chevro- 
Tets produce their's at around 8500, 

John McCormack, second behind Gethin at 
Auckland, flew back to Australia after 
Pukekohe to check over the new Ansett Team 
Elfin MR6, powered by the Repco-developed 
Leyland P76 aluminium V8 engine, and also 
to see that his Chrysler Charger touring car 
was in good shape, The MR6, incidentally 
should make its public debut at Oran Park, 
venue for the first Australian Stuyvesant race 
on January 30. 

‘Some people had a fair amount of work to 
do to make their cars raceworthy for Wigram 
and Graeme Lawrence was among them. for 


MeCormack leads a tightly knit group of fellow Australians—Walker, Brown and Stewart, all Lola-mounted — when running fourth early’in the race, 


his new Lola T332-Chev had dropped a valve 
at Pukekohe. He was a late arrival, but those 
who reached Christchurch fairly early in the 
week kept themselves pretty much cecupled 
In garages scattered about the city, Garaged 
her, the Johnnie Walke 

ia 330 and Max Stewart T330 were given 
horough going-over and the same applied to 
ywn's T3832, 
Wig Its long and fast back straight 
ways presents something of a gearing pro- 
lem, because although the prevailing wind in 
Christchurch is a north-easterly, which means 
a head wind, there can sometimes be an 
assisting south-westerly tail wind, and. this 
proved to be the case on the one qualifying 
day. Those who know the circuit can generally 
sort out their gear ratios beforehand, but the 
wind direction has on numerous occasions 
kepr everyone guessing. As the aerodrome 
circuit, which has been resurfaced since the 
1973 meeting, is used only once a year, even 
the local contenders really do not have much 

an advantage in this regard 

the locals, the most promising looked 
triple Gold Star winner David Oxton, who 
has been going really well in the Begg FMS 
this season, Alan McCully, whose FMS, unlike 
Oxton's, has side-mounted 
Peter Parnell-prepared engine rather than the 
Oxton Morand, and Lawrence who Is using 
engines prepared by Sydney's Peter Molloy, 
as, indeed, are Brown and Stewart 

Kenny Smith (March 

732), Garry Pedersen, with his much updated 
McLaren MIOB, Neii Doyle (Surtees TS9B), 
who did not race at Pukekohe, Robbie Booth 
(Berg FM4), Baron Robertson (Elfin-Repco), 
Keith Laney (McLaren M10B) who had 
scratched from the first two Stuyvesant rounds, 
and Dexter Dunlop (McRae GMI) made up (he 
balance of the entries, 


PRACTICE 


Qualifying was restricted to two afternoor 
sessions on Saturday, each of about an hour’ 
duration. The weather was fine but there was 
a southerly wind blowing and, until late in the 
afterhoon, conditions were cool. Last year 
McRae gained pole position with a 65 5 lap— 
117.969 mph, Most people were quite confident 
that there would be a 2 s improvement and, 
in fact, Stewart reckoned a 60 s—127.8 mph 
—round was on. McRae was not so confident, 
but forecast that he would run 63 s and this 
turned out to be the case. It gave him pole 
position, the actual lap speed being 121.714 
mph. He achieved it in his penultimate lap 
right at the close of the final session and after 
Walker had turned in 63.2 s, Gethin 63.3 5, 
Pilette 63.6 s and McCormack 63.7 s. These 
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times all broke the 120 mph barrier, McCor- 
mack’s being the equivalent of 120.376 mph. 
Oxton, who has obviously benefited from 
European expsrience, just missed out, hi: 
64.1 5 being the equivalent of 119.625 mph— 
a figure good enough to make him sixth fastest 
qualifier. 

‘The frst session failed to produce the 
anticipated result. Walker, to most folks’ sur- 
prise, was fastest with 64 s dead. Then came 
Brown, who made fastest lap in the race last 
year with 65.75 (116.89mph), with 64.3 s 
Gethin, perplexed by the almost featureless 
aerodrome circuit, came up with 644 s and 
‘Stewart went out and did 64.6 s on his seventh 
tour and then had his engine blow up in a 
big way next time round. The car was out of 
action for the rest of the day while a replace- 
ment engine was fitted—a better one than thi 
Original, according to the “jolly green giant, 
fas the tall blond Australian is known in this 
neck of the woods. Pilette also went 64.6 5. 
McCormack made 65 s dead, Oxton 65.7 and 
Lawrence 67.5 s and McCully 67.6 

the ‘rest period” between the two 
sessions, most people indulged in quite a lot 
of suspension tuning while others had some 
‘major repair work to do, Robertson, who had 
been none to steady, had a half-shaft to re- 
place, while Doyle made contact with som: 
Straw bales protecting a small building and 
headed back to the city for repairs. The VDS 
Chevrons had replacement  shock-absorbers 


fitted, the Lawrence Lola got the same treat- 
ment along with lighter springs and a heavier 
roll bar. 


But tyres seemed to be the main problem. 
As the day wore on Pirestone’s Bruce Harre 
confessed that some tyres capable of 200 miles 
of Formula L racing were being cut out in a 
mere 20 laps—presumably on the Chevrons 
which were on a softer Firestone compound 
than that being used by Oxton—and his sup- 
plies were getting low, It appears that there 
could be a real shortage by the time the 
wclreus” gets to Australia, mainly because of 
shipping delays. 

Even 0. Gethin and Pilette got down to 
some really solid work In the second and final 
session, getting under the 64 s mark. But 
Walker was the pace-setter and McCormack 
was in there also, The Australian champion 
gave himself a fright and bystanders also when 
the elderly Elfin MRS flicked out its (ail in the 
approach to Control Tower Bend and looked 
a3, though It would charge the very solid 
building Itself until McCormack took charge 
again. 

McRae, whose first session best had been 
an unspectacular 65.5 s, spent a fair amount 
of the second session in and out of the pits. 
He had his right-hand Goodyears blister badly 
and considerable time was spent altering rear 
‘wheel camber angles and fitting other tyres, 
the replacement rear, in McRae’s opinion, not 
‘an identical twin of the other. In any event 
he complained that the car was pulling to one 
side and was not easy to handle. 

Walker lost the Repco-powered Lola T330 
at Control Tower Bend, but resumed undaunted 
to return 63.2 s to head off Gethin and Pilette. 
His effort brought smiles to the faces of 
Stewart and Brown both of whom were spec- 
tators, Brown's Lola T332 being on its trailer 
because of a dropped valve. 

‘Then, with the session all but over, McRae 
went out in the immaculate black and red car, 
did four none-too-fast laps, then a sizzling 
pole-winning 63 s and a final slow-down tour 
&s the session finished. It was the sort of 
performance everyone in New Zealand has 
come to expect from "Cassius" and although 
he was pleased with it, he was not entirely 
happy because of his tyre problems. He offered 
the opinion that the 1974 New Zealand Grand 
Prix would turn into an endurance race and 
rubber would most likely be the deciding 
factor. 

So the day finished with entrants clamouring 
for more miles on the circuit to bed in brake 
pads and scrub tyres. But there was a tight 
Schedule for the Sunday programme and as, 
in deference to the Sabbath, there could be 
no racing before midday, it was made plain to 
every one that, at most, they could hope for 
about five warm-up laps immediately prior to 


AUTOSPORT, JANUARY 31, 1974 


the race. 

‘One thing was for sure, there was no way 
in which the positions for the rolling start 
would change, unless there were some last. 
minute scraichings. Race day turned out fine, 
bur there was a cool easterly wind which had 
GP contestants pondering On the subject of 
gear ratios. In any event, thelr appeals for 
Snother practice session were greeted with 
Sympathy and they were given about half an 
hour's worth. Some did change ratios, but the 
bulk decided that, even though confronted 
with a stiff head wind on the long straight, 
they would take their chances. 


RACE 


With everyone in his right position, the flag 
fell at the end of the first rolling lap and 
Gethin made the most of it to edge out McRae 
and lead into Hangar Bend, the first left- 
hander. Pilette followed “Cassius” and then 
came McCormack, Walker, Brown and Stewart 
with the rest well bunched. This was the order 
at the end of the first round, with Oxton, 
McCully, Dunlop, Pedersen and Lawrence hav- 
ing sorted themselves out to make up 
rearguard. 

McRae kept snapping at Gethin’s rear 
wheels but the Englishman held his slender 
lead tenaciously and after 5 laps, these two 
had drawn out a 3.5 s lead on Pilette who was 
not very far ahead of the Australian contin. 
gent, still headed by McCormack. Gethin was 
how lapping fairly steadily at 65 s or fraction. 
ally less, Dut could hardly be described as 
being incomplete command of the situation 
because McRae was right with him, Farther 
back the order was much the same, although 


in lap 10 Stewart slipped by Walker. A lap 
later Stewart made a brief pit stop which 
failed to remedy an engine problem and so he 
abandoned a couple of laps later. Pilette, who 

‘ad held his third place with reasonable com- 
fort, was next to stop and the visit dropped 
him back to 10th spot. McCully, who had been 
holding 8th place behind Oxton was the next 
customer for a replacement tyre. After 20 laps, 
Brown lost his fifth place behind Gethin, 
McRae, McCormack and Walker when he 
stopped to replace a right front tyre. Shortly 
afterwards he abandoned with no gears, About 
the same time Walker also joined the specta- 
tors, the reasons being undisclosed. 

‘Then it was Gethin's turn. His stop dropped 
him back to 12th place. But his team-mate 
Pilette had worked his way back to 7th spot. 
McRae was now running 19 s clear of McCor- 
mack and they were followed by Oxton and a 
pumber of the less favoured New Zealanders, 
MeRae appeared to be taking things fairly 
easily. for some of his laps dropped back to 
‘around 70 s, but his race was almost run and 
In the 29th lap he pulled off the circult into 
the centre field for his third retirement of the 
series. It must have been a big disappoint- 
ment because, apart from the fact that he has 
not scored so far, a Wigram win would have 
given him an unsurpassed four in a row on the 
Serodrome circuit. 

McCormack, helding a comfortable lead, 
took things felatively quietly and with ten 
laps to go he led Oxton, Pilette, Dunlop, who 
was making quite a showing, ‘Gethin, Law- 
rence, Pedersen and McCully. But Oxton was 
Slowing, whereas Pilette and Gethin, and 
especially the latter, were speeding up and 
making ground in the sadly depl 
Lawrence was also jn trouble with a det 
right rear tyre and he had to give 
Pedersen in the closing stages of the race. 

‘With three laps left Gethin pulled out all the 
stops to set a new Jap record, but there was 
‘fo way in which the VDS drivers could over- 
haul McCormack who raced home easing up, 
happy In the knowledge that, apart from the 
prize money, he was now right in contention 
in the series following his second spot at 
Pukekohe eight days earlier, 

‘Tyres were probably the determining factor, 
McCormack ran on American Goodyears which 
were of a harder compound than most of the 
other Goodyears and Firestones used. 


The Quiet Austration, above left, John McCormack, who has now won the New Zealand GP 
twice. Below. Peter Gethin's Chevron which finished third with fastest lap despite a tyre change. 


Stirred not shaken, please. The celebrity rac: 


CLUB RACING REVIEW 


added a very definite flavour 


Usual mix with flavour 


By IAN TITCHMARSH 


In recent years it has become more and more of a misnomer to refer to the scope of this survey 


as club racing. Although the 
everything with a Natios 

where some competitor 
as it used to be under 


iatus of the races covered hi 
British permit or lower Is included, the st 


remained unchanged in that 


through sponsorship of championships and competitors is a bad thing for it has brought about 


much larger entries for most meetings and increased the standard of car prepa 

a level which can only ever be regarded as truly amateur, the 750 MC 

the championships are now sponsored but appare: 
between the quasi-intern: 


‘ional Formula Atlantic and the 750 


jon. Even at 
1200 and 750 Formulae, 
without detracting from the spirit of the 

a 


Mini-Se7en Formulae there is an opportunity for anyone who has the time and the inclination 


are frequently criticised for 
accepting hefty licence fees and then failing 
to do anything to help their subscribers. That 
may not have mattered too much when there 
Were large organisations such as the BRSCC 
and BARC apparently working for the benefit 
of their members and protecting them against 
dictatorship from Belgrave Square. During 
1973, however, it was becoming increasingly 
apparent, that perhaps because of financial 
Pressure, certain large groups of competitors 
were being totally ignored by these clubs or 
on the other hand, the club racing world was 
being subjected to a new type of racing 
which it just didn't need or want. Both 
criticisms are epitomised by the BRSCC's 
attitude over modified and production sports 
car racing. It may be presumed that, in 19 

the majority of mod sports drivers were mem: 
bers of the BRSCC as well as the BARC and 
yet their interests were almost totally dis- 
regarded when the BRSCC introduced prod 
sports racing with a sponsored championship 
and catered for mod sports with just a few 
non-championship events. As the season went 
by it became clear that prod sports was a 
poorly-supported fiasco and yet the BRSCC 
redoubled its efforts, to get the thing off the 
ground with pages ‘of the club's newspaper 
devoted to it. It still didn't work while, under 
the kindly eye of the BARC, mod’ sports 
went as well as ever. If the BRSCC had 
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‘whatever the depth of their pockets, and that can only be a very healthy 


devoted one quarter of the time and energy 
in 1973 to boosting mod sports racing, for 
the benefit of a greater number of its mem 
bers, it would have had a roaring success on 
its hands instead of a total failure. One would 
have thought that this, combined with the 
previous farces of Formula F100 and stadium 
Facing, would have convinced the BRSCC t 
they are not always right, but no! for 1 
we shall have Renault RS racing! Presumably 
over 100 club members have presented a 
petition demanding the right to race their 
Renaults, otherwise they will resign, and the 
pressure was irresistible. Alternatively some 
French francs may be helping the club coffers. 
We may be in the Common Market but why 
not Group 1 Mini racing? It would be just as 
(an)spectacular and might help to sell some 
British cars. 

‘There were other signs, too, that the major 
clubs were more interested in money than 
their members. This was particularly apparent 
in Formula Ford where every entry list was 
almost certain to be oversubscribed. Now 
same clubs such as the BRDC play the game 
and refund entry fees where competitors fail 
to qualify. Others do not but are happy to 
accept everyone who enters and then push 
them around {o suit themselves, At one 
particularly notorious meeting the Clerk of 
the Course informed the 100 or 30 protesting 
drivers that he was not prepared to do anv= 


4 


thing because he had a duty to the sponso:s 
and the public. This is the unacceptable face 
of commercialism at club level. Surely in a 
class of racing like Formula Ford, where 
aspiring young men are spending every penny 
they have on their cars, they deserve con- 
Sideration above all else. The BRSCC recog. 
nise this with the end of season fiesta at 
Snetterton. It has been suggested that this 
should have a different venue or happen 
earlier in the year to attract more spectators 
but any change would surely be a. mi 
since the essence of the whole weekend Is 
enjoyment for the competitors and to. bell 
with championships and spectators. 


One appalling suggestion which emanated 
from a leading club during the year was that 
the smaller clubs should drop out of race 
organisations and leave it all to the big boy 
If only because these latter frequently make 
mistakes and already dictate in as many 
aspects as they can, this suggestion is to be 
deplored. It was argued that the smaller clubs 
draw on the leading officials of the larger 
ones for race-organising expertise which is 
just not so. It would be extremely surprising 
if the majority of officials at, say, Oulton 
Park throughout the year considered their 
first allegiance was to the BRSCC or BARC 
rather than the Mid-Cheshire MRC or Lancs 
& Cheshire CC, or even the Aintree CC 
Furthermore in recognition of its efforts as 
a once-a-year club for the past few seasons 
Lancs & Chesh will have three meetings 
in 1974 including an International at Oulton 
Park. No doubt TEAC members feel the same 
in the south. 


Apart from the negligible impact of prod 
sports racing the overall scene changed liule 
Formula Atlantic became international, if only 
in name, and much more expensive but has 
yet to prove itself as a spectator attraction 
in its own right. Both classes of saloon car 
racing prospered although Group 1 inevitably 
ran into regulation trouble when it switched 
to road tyres, Clubmen's Formula had an 
incredibly good season and once again proved 
that the development of an existing idea is 
far more fruitful than the sudden introduction 
of a totally new concept. The interest in 
Obsolete cars was given a welcome boost, 
as were the prices, with the series of 
Thoroughbred Sports Car events sponsored by 
Charles Spreckley, while the Cussons GT 
Series also continued for selected racing GT 
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cars of the 60s from humble MGBs to exotic 
Maseratis and Mirage GT40s 

For the first time since 1953 there was no 
racing at Cryatal Palace which has succumbed 
to pressure from the athletes although when 
Jackie Stewart performed there during the 
summer for the benefit of Mark McCormack 
and the BBC he must have convinced count 
Tess doubters that racing drivers are more 
athletic than most. Although Donington Park 


Still has to happen, and. probably will, in 
‘August, the country did acquire one new 
track, ina quarry near Preston of all unlikely 
places. Longridge may be small, tight and 


Slow but there is.a good deal of enthusiasm 
behind. it as well as land available for 
expansion in due course and any new circuit 
Is most welcome in these days when most of 
the existing ones are threatened by restric 
tions of one sort of another, 

‘Apart from prod sports racing, John Webb's 
new ideas for 1973 were mainly good ones, 
Although chiefly centred on Brands Hatch. Re- 
calling the days when Radio London was used 
to attract thousands of spectators in the mid 
60s, Webb worked with BBC Radio One disc 
jockeys like Noel Edmonds to present club 
meetings with a very definite " pop” flavour. 
Once again the gates increased enormously 
‘and hopefully those that went to see the pop 
Stars and DJs will go again Co see the drivers 
‘These gimmick meetings obviously upset 
many true motor racing enthusiasts but, by 
themselves, these people do not provide a 
Very large crowd ‘at Brands Hatch, unlike 
Silverstone where both the racing and the 
crowds are excellent without any sideshows. 
‘Another idea which was developed by Webb 
was the FordSport day, not only Brands but 
also Mallory Park, Oulton Park and Croft 
enjoying these days of homage to the most 
Important name in modern motor racing. BMW 
jumped on the band wagon at Brands and in- 
chided a race for MPs and Peers which was 
Unfortunately ignored by most of the house- 
hold names. Now if it was made into a party 
political exercise between the Tories and the 
Socialists. 


‘The best idea of all was the acquisition, 
by courtesy of Shell and the Ford Motor 
Company, of a dozen or so Escort Mexicos 
in absolutely standard trim except for very 
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gay paintwork. At the end of each Brands 


meeting all the winners, plus sundry girl 
friends and MRS Instructors, were let loose 
for a race which often provided the best 


spectacle of the day. At Formula 5000 meet- 
ings, where the drivers didn't have to prove 
anything, these races were extremely good 
value without too many untoward incident 
but, at an ordinary club meeting, the same 
drivers qualified time and again and rather too 
much needle and irresponsibility crept in. The 
result was a lot of damaged cars which had 
Jackie Epstein and his men working overtime 
to keep even 12 cars on the track. Fortun- 
ately the sponsors have not been put off and 
some new Mexicos have been provided for 
1974 when it is to be hoped something will 
be done to bar the lunatic fringe from future 

Having dealt with the Shellsport Mexicos 
the time has come to look at each category 
of racing in a little more detail. Ag before we 
have nominated a champion and. runner-up, 
on a purely subjective basis which sometimes 
is related to championships and sometimes 


FORMULA ATLANTIC 


in ts third year this adaptation of American 
Formula B was considered strong enough to 
warrant two championships and the original 
Sponsors, Yellow Pages, were given a six 
found, nominally international, series of races 
2s supporting events at some of the major 
meetings including the British GP. BP took 
over the club championship with an 18-round 
Series which attracted the same competitors, 
although generally in smaller numbers be- 
cause of the lower prize money and trade 
bonuses available. Indeed, by the end of the 
year, with the Yellow Pages championship 
Gecided, some of the BP events had very small 
grids and it seems that 1974 will be a vital 
‘One for the formula. Tt is not yet accepted 
‘utside England by competitors and, although 
the international John Player championship 
Will be going abroad, it will remain a British 
Class of racing unless the Continentals can 
be persuaded to join in at the expense of 
their own formulae and Formula 3. If they do 
not, the truly international nature of Formula 


3 will ensure that it will mean more for drivers 
trying to progress into Formula 1, and the 
equivalent, or greater, expense of Formula 
Atlantic will be hard to justify. 

Three drivers dominated the racing through. 
out the season in both championships 
‘although there were occasional interventions 
from one or two others, David Purley con. 
verted his 1972 F2 March 722 to the latest 
Specification, prepared his own engines and 
managed to win two Yellow Pages and three 


BP. races in between his few Fl drives. 
Although always up at the front Purley 
failed to win either championship. Colin 


Vandervell moved up from F3 with a March 
1B sponsored by Triplex and won the Yellow 
Pages title despite winning only one race, as 
well as three BP rounds. For the first half 
of the year Vandervell divided his time be- 
tween Atlantic and F2 so that he missed 
several BP races but for which ‘he might well 
have won this championship too. McLaren's 
Kiwi engine builder John Nicholson concen- 
trated all his energies on Atlantic, using his 
1972 Martin Slater-designed Lyncar and later 
a brand new one, together with some strong, 
and potent engines built by himself. The New 
Zealander's reward was two Yellow Pages 
wins, including the prestigious British GP 
event the first time out with his new car. 
five BP rounds and the BP championship. 


For sheer driving ability the young Welsh- 
man Tom Pryce surpassed everyone but hi: 
Season In the works Royale RPI2A was cut 
Short in the nicest possible way when Chris 
Meek bought him an F2 Motul in which he 
continued to impress. By then Pryce already 
had three BP wins to his credit and after 
that a Royale never featured again, Those 
two great friends and rivals from the Club- 
men’s Formula, Geoff Friswell and Ray Mal- 
Tock, both proved that they could do well in 
cars’ with the engine behind them although 
they “met with mixed fortunes, Friswell 
started the season with an ex-works F2 
Surtees TS10 which possessed an uncontrol: 
lable urge to mate with the scenery. He 
scrapped it and acquired the inevitable 
Maren In which he was immediately at home, 
winning the final Yellow Pages race in fine 
Style as well as one BP round and featuring 
‘well in several others, for all of which he 
earned a Grovewood commendation. The less 
affluent Mallock found things rather a struggle 
at first with bis ex-Hunt March 712M which 
had. some sponsorship from The Chequered 
Flag. An unreliable Holbay engine didn’t help 
matters but Mallock was the first to try a 
BDA. from John. Dunn's Swindon Racing 
Engines and this gave him a BP win as well 
asa good second at a Yellow Pages Silver- 
Stone. One or two accidents, and his chronic 

eof money, meant that the season 

‘ona ‘rather low note for this very 
promising. driver 

The only other drivers to win were Peter 
Wardle, who beat the best at Brands one day 
with bls Surtees TS15, and March driver 
Steve Choularton in a strange rate at Croft. 
Both were normally strong. runners behind 
the leaders as was Ken Bailey, whose ex-Cyd 
Williams March 722 was driven with the 
speed and consistency to be expected from 
this experienced competitor. Williams himself 
had a very trying year after being runner-up 
in both previous championships. Graham 
Eden bought two Brabham BT40s for Cyd 
but neither seemed to work very well while 
engine trouble intervened’ too often for many 
good results. Jar Patterson obtained Texaco 
Sponsorship to run fellow American Bill 
Gubelmann's 1972 championship-winning 
March 722 but his speed on occasions was 
mixed with several accidents while John Lepp, 
after beginning promisingly with a Chevron 
B25, gave up in favour of his European 
2ilitre “sports car commitments. 

Of the chassis, the March in either 1972 
or 1973 form seemed to be as dominant as 
the 733 in F3 but Nicholson's Lyncar and 
Pryce’s Royale in particular ensured it was 
not all a Bicester bonanza. There was much 
greater variety of choice among the engine 
Builders with several entrants preparing their 
own BDAs while the private owners who 
went to Brian Hart seemed to get the best 
deal. Champion: Colin Vandervell. Runner-up: 
John Nicholson. 
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FORMULA THREE 


Perhaps more than ever before the two club 
racing championships sponsored by Forward 
Trust and Lombard North Central featured 
good entries for almost every round. The almost 
total loss of the Continental circus meant that 
British-based competitors had nowhere worth- 
while to go on weekends without John Player 
rounds so they took in any club race which 
happened to be going despite the relatively 
oor prize money. The general F3 scene has 
already been thoroughly reviewed by Ian 
Phillips but one or two comments on the 
club scene are pertinent, The March 733 was 
of course the car to have and both champ- 
lonships were won by drivers with this car 
To be strictly accurate Tony Brise, who won 
the Lombard title, started the season with 
two GRDs but was not alone in psyching 
himself into a March cockpit. On his day 
Brise was the best of all and looked like & 
real Grand Prix hope but at other times 
both his driving and behaviour left some- 
thing to be desired. Sharing the same num- 
ber of points with Brise was the greatest 
surprise of 1973 Richard Robarts who also 
swapped a GRD for a March, although a few 
Weeks after Brise. Even with the GRD Robarts 
managed €0 win and with the March he was 
always a force to be reckoned with, more so 
at club level than in the JP races, For 1974 
he has bought himself an FI seat, a step 
which his successes to date would hardly 
seem to justify, but he could well surprise 
everyone before the end of the season, 


The BARC’s Forward Trust Championship 
takes in more circuits than MCD's Lombard 
one, and only a few drivers bothered to 
travel to Croft and Castle Combe, for 
example. One who did, although not before 
tablishing a good points position In earlier 
races, was Tan Taylor who ended up a con- 
Vinoing winner from Brise and. Robarts 
Taylor remained faithful to March all year 
ell Wood who finished fourth in 
. just behind Mike Wilds 
who ‘changed from’ an Ensign to a March, 
Mo Harness was another to switch his under: 
developed Ensign for a Bicester product. with 
rather less success, although he did manage 
‘one good win at Oulton Park. Of the assort 
ment of foreigners who tried their hi 
British F3 during the yea 


Friedrich showed some ability in a March 
without appearing to be another Fittipaldi or 
Pace while American Matt Spitzley often 
raised a few eyebrows with his practice times 
in an old March 713M. Despite not really 
concentrating on club racing Alan Jones kept 
the GRD flag flying in the works/DART car 
whenever he did appear. Both championships 
are being continued this year for the new 
2-litre formula in the absence of any inter- 
national series and it is to be hoped that they 


will form the basis from which F3 will 
prosper as before despite the _counter- 
attraction of Formula Atlantic. -Champlon: 


Tony Brise. Runner-up: Richard Robarts, 


FORMULA FORD 


Without Formula Ford and Special Saloons 
club racing would be very thin indeed for 
these two classes of racing strike an excel- 
lent balance between meaningful, competitive 
racing and reasonable cost, The added 
attraction of FF of course is that i is a 
Single-seater formula which enables every 
aspiring Jackie Stewart to find out whether 
he has what it takes without spending a 
Fortune, As the BRSCC’s Snetterton Festival 
proves, the number of FF competitors in 
this country Is vast and shows no sign of 
diminishing. It is unfortunate, therefore, that 
the year has been marred by infringements 
of ‘the regulations both detected and 
undetected. If the truth were known almost 
everyone probably cheated at some time or 
other during’ 1973 and in previous years, 
mainly in the engine department, but no 
amount of fiddling will help a driver who Is 
totally untalented to. progress into higher 
classes of racing. The two main victims of the 
half-hearted enforcoment of the regulations 
were Derek Lawrence and Dick Parsons. 
Lawrence had proved during 1972 that he 
was second only to lan Taylor in FF racing 
and he. began the year with a Rowland 
powered Dulon MPIS which brought him 
many wins. He then switched to @ Titan 
engine and continued his run of victories 
unthl a fellow competitor protested his 
engine at the end of the year. This led to 
disqualification from second place in the BOC 
Golden Helmet championship and later from 
being overall winner of the Snetterton 
Festival. Lawrence claimed ignorance of the 


modifications, which probably added very 
little, if any, power to his engine anyway, and 
he would almost certainly have achieved the 
same results without them. It also seems very 
curious that a well-known Group 1. com- 
petitor, whose car was found to be illegal, 
was not excluded from his championship. in 
accordance with the regulations and the blame 
was shifted on to the car, whereas an 
uninfluential FF driver like Lawrence has to 
suffer the full wrath of the authorities 
Parsons was totally different phenomenon, 
appearing with an old Royale RP3A. and 
blowing off everyone at Brands Hatch and 
Silverstone at the very beginning of the year, 
It seemed too good to be true for someone 
hitherto unknown as more than an also-ran 
and, when the inevitable protest came and 
the engine sealed, Parsons interfered with 
the seals before the scrutineers got a look 
in and lost his licence, 


With so many participants it is obviously 
difficult to keep tabs on everyone week by 
week but there did seem to be a marked 
apathy on the part of the law enforcers to 
keep matters under control. Ford have 
Promised to take a greater interest this year 
Which is just as well since recent clarification 
of the protest rules by the RAC reveals that 
competitor who unsuccessfully protests 
another's car will have to pay all the costs 
Involved, which should be sufficient to deter 
all but the most affluent or certain from 

ing down a fiver, which was the only 
inything was achieved last year, Ford are also 
jooking into the possibility of a Formula 
Super Ford, motivated no doubt by the fact 
that the 1600 crossflow engine must be nea: 

Ing the end of its production life, Be that 
as it may, there is clearly enough support In 
this country for a senior grade. provided 
costs can be kept within reasonable limits 
so that anyone can afford to progress from 
one to the other. It might be an idea. to 
insist on @ certain amount of experience oF 
success in the junior class before allowing & 
driver to attempt Super Ford thereby ensuring 
that newcomers or the less competent could 
race for some reward without’ having to 
contend with experienced pot-hunters, while 
the better drivers in Super Ford would not 
find raw, untrained talent spinning under their 
wheels every other race, 


With so many drivers, also every part of 
the country ran its own FF championship 


Make love not war. Larry Perkins (Ensign) and Bernard Vermilio (Merlyn) get it together at Silverstone. 
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but the one which usually assumes the 
greatest Importance Is MCD's British Oxygen 
Eo-sponsored one. Scotsman Donald MacLeod, 
after two years with an old Dulon and 3 
on with a smart but unreliable Lotus 69, 
went right ‘back to 1968 and rebuilt a Merlyn 
Mk Il into which he put one of Scholar's 
best engines. In no time MacLeod had 
established himself as the greatest threat to 
Lawrence and, after the Merlyn was written 
off at Mallory Park, the wins came at an 
even greater rate when he took over a new 
Van Diemen from Ralph Firman's company 
which had just opened up. Between them 
MacLeod and Lawrence shared most of the 
races, MacLeod winning the BOC title while 
Lawrence took the Silverstone-based STP 
championship. Bob Arnott made a determined 
bid for the European FF Championship with 
his Merlyn Mk 24 and consequently his efforts 
in the British series suffered. The prize for 
the European champion was an F3 car but, 
had he known, Arnott would have been bet- 
ter off going for the BARC’s Wella for Men 
championship, the winner of which was given 
a Formula Atlantic March for 1974, This, 
fone of the best kept secrets of the season 
rivalled only by Jackle Stewart's retirement, 
went to the American Ted Wentz who arrived 
in England to drive a Catnic Elden with no 
jon to. speak, but improved remark 
the weeks passed, despite showing 
yr rough driving characteristics in 
‘generally a q i for wild men. 
There were mixed feelings about the secrecy 
of the Wella prize and its destination, many 
ng that Lawrence, Macleod or “Arnott 
would have been more deserving recipients 
and would undoubtedly have chased this 
championship had they known what they 
could win, 


Winner of the most FF races in 1973 was 
Peter Harrington who also won the Northern 
‘Tate of Leeds Championship which may give 
him a sponsored drive this year. Harrington 
built his own car called a Cougar and ran it 
more of less from his own resources, proving 
very competitive outside his Northern circuits 
‘as Well until the strains of running his one. 
man effort began to tell. His chief adversary 
in the North was Pete Clark who had a new 
Crossié 25F and ran him very close for the 
Tate title without showing the same speed 
y from Croft and Rufforth. At Brands 
Hatch Irishman Frank Hopper won the Town 
1d Thoresen trophy with his Royale RP16, 
Fy neat and popul ‘after & season: 
Jong duel with Rob Wicken’s Merlyn Mk 17 
while veteran Syd Fox won most of the winter 
races with a 1974-model Hawke DLI1 after 
‘wasting most of the year with the unsuccess- 
ful DL1O. Stephen South ran a very smart 
Ray with great speed and some success but, 
at least at the start of the year, many 
ing performances ended with an ach 
F2 driver Dave Morgan's younger 
brother, Richard, was also fast in a Ray while 
Richard Hawkins kept his Titan Mk 6 for a 
Second season and concentrated on the STP 
ries to good effect. Graham Cuthbert emu- 
lated his fellow countryman MacLeod and 
exchanged his Lotus 69F for a Van Diemen 
after which the wins began to come again. 
Champion: Derek Lawrence. Runner-up 
Donald MacLeod. 


MONOPOSTO FORMULA 


Other formulae come and go but the Mono- 
posto Formula seems to go on in its own 
quiet way for ever. There is no great song 
and dance about the regulations, usually; the 
drivers are all in it for fun; and yet the 
racing is fast and close without being inordi- 
nately expensive. Two things changed in 
1973. First, the championship was spon- 
sored by Sta-Power additives and, secondly. 
there was a fuss about the regs. It seemed 
they had been too loosely drawn as regards 
‘over-boring the 1600 cc engines and the cham- 
pionship winner revealed when it was all over 
that he had been running a specially built 
“oversize” engine instead of a re-bored one 
fas the regs intended. In the end Brian Jordan, 
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Up yours (above). Come on, give us a kiss (below). FF antics at Brands and Matlory 


a long time supporter of Monoposto racing, 
was allowed to keep his title and the loop- 
hole has been closed. Jordan's car was a 
Nike but looked very much like a Brabham, 
‘which has become the most popular production 
car in this class of racing which permits pro- 
prietary chassis built before the end of Sep- 
tember 1968 but encourages one-offs of any 
‘age. The fastest Brabham, a BTI8, belonged 
to. 1972 champion Trevor Scarratt but he 
punctuated his season with two serious acci- 
Gents from which he recovered fully ¢o con- 
tinue his winning ways. Another rapid BT18 
belonged to John Boughton while Welshman 
John Davies, who has raced everything from 
BTI8s in their F3 heyday to an Aston Martin 
DBRI, acquired the ex-Paul Weldon BT15 and 
showed a lot of speed among the regulars like 
Brian Colvin's Merlyn Mk 10, Alan Bailie 

Viking (runner-up to Jordan), and Brian Toft's 
front-engined Anco. The “l-litre class has 
almost fallen into disuse, thanks to a point 

scoring system which does not differentiate 
Between the classes. Ken Crook came out of 
retirement with his ex-F3 Lotus 41C, exactly 
as it was when last raced by him in the 
Llitre formule, and was fast but greater 
consistency was shown by the Brabham BT1S 


of Graham Bowskill. Champion 1001 to 1600 ce: 
Trevor Scarratt. Runner-up 1001 to 1600 cc: 
Brian Jordan. Champion up to 1000 ce: Ken 
Crook. Runner-up up to 1000cc: Graham 
Bowskill 


FORMULA FOUR 


Some people would have us believe that we 
were so rude about F4 last year that we 
almost killed it stone dead, which is very 
hard to understand if the support from com- 
petitors was there. That it was, was proved 
by a general improvement in this class of 
racing which has thrown off its kart origins 
‘and now exists on obsolete F3 cars, many of 
them supplied by the championship sponsors 
Low Cost Racing Ltd. It has taken three 
years for this to happen since the I-litre F3 
Screamers were allowed to run alongside the 
Imp-engined devices but it will be interesting 
to see how long it can sustain the same level 
‘of interest when the Clubmen's Formula is 
ready taking steps to replace these superb 
but, alas, absolescent engines. Unlike the 
Monoposto Formula, F4 imposes no age limit 
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on chassis so that even re-engined 1600 cc 
F3 cars were to be seen. The champion's car 
was the same as last year, Fergus Tait using 
the ex-Barrie Maskell/Nick Crossley Chevron 
B15 to win most of the races, Former For- 
mula 1200 driver John Webb was as fast as 
Tait but nowhere near as consistent with the 
slightly earlier Chevron B9 while another fast 
Chevron was the BIS of former Vixen driver 
Daye Griffiths. Brabham BT28s were also quite 
popular, the best being that of Channel 
Islander Maurice Ogier 

The support for the formula is confined 
to the South and East of the country and the 
fact that entries rarely exceed 20 per race 
means that, at Snetterton for example, they 
have to run with the Formula Fords. However, 
it Is rumoured that the l-litre Monoposto 
‘class will be absorbed this year which could 
enable it to stretch its horizons since it is 
capable of providing a welcome alternative to 
the drone of FFs if there are enough cars 
‘Champion: Fergus Tait, Runner-up: John Webb. 


FORMULA SUPERVEE 


Good as it is, Formula SuperVee has surely 
now shown that it will never catch on in this 
country despite the generous prize money 
offered by the VW importers and the persis- 
fence of the BARC. The cars are a much 
better spectacle than Formula Ford but there 
have never been enough of them, unlike on 
the Continent where most countries have good 
Support to the extent that it has now to 
Some extent replaced the old F3 circus. Some- 
time F3 and Spridget driver John Morrison 
bought one of the Alan McCall-designed Super- 
nova Tuls and enjoyed a very good year, 
Winning most of the races. His nearest chal- 
Tenger was ex-FF man Mark Litchfield who 
had one of Brian Henton’s Crosslé 24Fs while 
Steve Tipping was the most successful of 
several Royale drivers, Champion : John Morri- 
son, Runner-up Mark Litchfield. 


FORMULA VEE 


‘The forerunner of SuperVee has always had 

all but faithful following in the UK since 
introduction although it now see 

shed the stage where you ha 
@ VW fanatic to choose it in preference to 
any other type of racing. Changed regulations 
meant that some of the faster cars lost their 
Took and speeds increased, Bruce 


ful as was the Austro of Keith Hollamby. 
Martin Thompson was another to use a new 
Scarab while Brian Uriwin went well with a 
McNamara, Champion: Bruce Venn. Runner- 
up: Keith Hollamby. 


FORMULE LIBRE 


As its name implies this pot pourri of 
machinery bridges the gap between the single 
and two-seaters. Not so long ago it was pos- 
ible to contemplate purchasing a new car 
expressly for a season of libre racing but 
now, outside Ireland (and even there they now 
Formul it seems to be a 
matter of using up 
runs a formule libre championship sponsored 
by Jaybrand Racewear which was won b; 
the old ex-Fl BRM P83 of Bobbie Bell, using 
a Ford V8, A few ex-F2 Brabham BT303 and 
the like also contested this championship 
seriously but otherwise it provided a worth- 
‘while opportunity for anyone to race whatever 
he happened to have lying around at home for 
which there was no other class. In the North 
‘a few drivers had F2-type machinery, in par- 
ticular Johnnie Blades who used ‘the ex- 
Emerson Fittipaldi Lotus 69 to win several 
races when Tony Dean wasn't having a week- 
end at home with his F000 Chevron B24. Bob 
Leckie used a Brabham BT36 at Ingliston to 
good effect but otherwise it was left to the 
Irish, led this year, again, by Tommy Reid 
with’ an updated Brabham BT38 with Cos- 
‘worth Vega power. The hitherto all-conquering 
Crosslé 22F driven by Brian Nelson for 
Desmond Mack was taken over by the pro- 
mising Nelson Todd but he could do little 
‘about the experienced Reid and neither could 
Ken Fildes, continuing with Luke Duffy's 
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This year sees a new circuit layout at Snetterton, but it doesn’t include this unorthodox 


paddock chosen by a couple of libre drivers. 


\Vega-powered Crosslé 22F for another year. At 
Mondello. Patsy McGarry used the ex- 
Williamson March 722 and later the ex-John 
Lepp Chevron B25 for several wins and should 
‘go well this year with the Bolton car. Cham- 
pion: Tommy Reid. Runner-up : Johnnie Blades. 


CLUBMEN'S FORMULAE 


pnt ll Sate 2 
Tt mast be extremely galling to the Inventors 
of ‘new formulae to see this category, which 
has grown out of club racing's roots’ in the 
30s and received just one helpful shove in 
the right direction from Nick Syrett in the 
mid-60s, go from strength to strength on U 
enthusiasm of the competitors alone. To th 
ShellSport/MCD championship ws 
Silverstone-based series backed by Tricentrol 
which, if anything, was better supported by 
competitors, Despite certain promoters’ preju- 
dices, there Is no doubt about the speed 
land attraction of these sleek, front-engined 
two-seaters which have now caught on in a 
big way In Ireland, too. Costs have been kept 
within reasonable bounds by the almost uni- 
Versal adoption of Holbay's side-draught ver- 
‘sion of the Ford 1599 cc pushrod engine, which 
needs only to be rebuilt once or twice a year 
if used sensibly. Cosworth have now jumped in 
by providing a kit which, when assembled 
with downdraught carburation is significantly 
more powerful and more expensive. It is 
feared that this may reduce the competitive- 
ness of the racing if one or two drivers in- 
Vest the money and achieve the success as 
Well, which did not happen in 1973. We shall 
just’have to see. 

‘The other change this year will be a new 
name, Super Sports, for the 1600s and Club- 
men’s Sports for the I-litre class while an 
acknowledgement of the increasing difficulty 
in maintaining the I-litre screamers has been 
made by allowing Formula Ford spec engines 
to run alongside them with the idea that these 
will ultimately take over completely. The 
hitherto predominant Mallock U2 received its 
most serious challenge yet in the shape of 
‘Andy Diamond's Gryphon which was pro- 
@uced and sold in satisfyingly large numbers. 
‘There were also several very good one-offs, 
‘emphasising the scope for the parttime de- 
Signer/builder which this type of racing 
provide: 

Despite the Gryphon threat the Mallock 
family came out on top winning all three 
prizes. Dick Mallock ran a Mk 12, based on 
the 1972 F3 car with De Dion rear end, and 
eventually emerged as ShellSport champion 
by a large margin after his first full season 
in Clubmen's racing. Vernon Davies was ex- 
pected to make most of the running during the 
year with bis U2 Mk 11B along with Gryphon's 
{op driver Noel Stanbury but both had a 
few too many accidents, from which Mallock 
seemed almost immune, and despite con- 
siderable speed and a few wins, neither came 
‘close to Mallock at the end of the year. Davies 


was second to Mallock in the 1600 class but 
was no less than 48 points behind! In the 
Tricenteol championship former FF driver 
Frank Sytner took time off from selling Fer- 
raris to win with his very rapidly conducted 
U2 Mk 11B which often looked likely to have 
fan accident but rarely did. 
‘Among the one-offs, Rob Cochran 
achieved some consistently good placings with 
the latest Bladon BRLS while Barry Foley's 
‘St Bruno Roughcutter began to show at the 
end of the year the promise which it had 
‘always seemed capable of once reliability had 
been found. Richard Groombridge’s Hustler was 


be reckoned with a couple of years ago, 
created a very good impression with hit 
Phantom and ought to be a driver to watch 
this year. 

The I-lltre class consisted of little more 
than half a dozen cars but they were all so 
closely matched that the racing was in- 
Variably fast and furious, Formula 1200 cham. 
pion Peter Cooke converted his U2 Mk 8 and 
‘was probably the fastest when blessed with 
reliability but fell foul of Liandow at the end 
Of the year, The U2 was written off ani 
borrowed Centaur came too late to prevent 
Martin White's U2 Mk 11B from taking th 
Gregor Grant Trophy. Chasing them all the 
way was Derek Walker who decided i was 
about time Ladybird was introduced to places 
‘other than Oulton Park and Aintree, and found 
She flew just as well away from home, while 
the U2s of Creighton Brown and Martin 
Young (who was best I-litre in the Tricentro! 
series) also joined in the fun. Champion 1001 
to 1600 ce: Dick Mallock, Runner-up: Vernon 
Davies, Champion up to 1000 ce: Peter Cooke. 
Runner-up: Martin White. 


suggested. It may wel 
be true to say that sports car racing at club 
evel in the modern idiom (as opposed to the 
front-engined clubmen's cars) is @ potentially 
attractive class but the fact has to be faced 
that the cost gap between international Group 
5 and the club competitor has now grown 0 
large that there is really very little connection 
between the two. In the early BOAC 500s, for 
example, there would always be 2 few Chev- 
rons, etc, which were raced as often In club 
racing as in internationals, and that did not 
mean a poor quality of entry for the BOAC. 
Now it is rare indeed to find even a Europea: 
Dilitre competitor racing his expensive Chev- 
ron or Lola in this country and, conversely, 
imagine any of the club GTs in an inter- 
national race! 

‘John Webb tried, with Formula F100, to 
create a reasonably ‘inexpensive national two- 
‘seater class of racing and that failed, even 
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Congratulations 


CHRYSLER DEALER TEAM 


on their class win in the 


BRITISH GROUP 1 SALOON CHAMPIONSHIP 
DRIVER: BERNARD UNETT 


The following Chrysler deal all support the dealer team 


LYNE, FRANK & WAGSTAFF 


LONDON ROAD 
ENFIELD MIDDX 
Tel: 01-363 1203 


CHRYSLER & SIMCA 


WAIN: DEALER | 


CANTERBURY MOTOR 
CO. LTD. 


THE PAVILION 
CANTERBURY 
Tel: 0227 63232 
CHRYSLER MAIN DEALER 
‘Australian Valiant Distributor 


HERBERT ROBINSON 


NEWMARKET ROAD 
CAMBRIDGE 
Tel: Cambridge 59151 


CHRYSLER MAIN DEALERS 


STAPLETON MOTORS LTD. 


279-289 HOLLOWAY ROAD 
LONDON N7 
Tel: 01-607 5851 


CHRYSLER AND SIMCA 
DEALERS 


ROY THOMPSON LTD. 


130 GREAT WESTERN ROAD 
ABERDEEN ABS 2NA 


Tel: Aberdeen 52391 


WAIN CHRYSLER DEALERS 
FOR ABERDEEN 


HALESFIELD MOTORS 
(TELFORD) LTD. 
PRINCE STREET, 
HALESFIELD 
Tel: 0952 586991 
We are the Chrysler Main 

Dealer that supports and 
participates in motor sport 


SIMCA MAIN DEALERS 
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HENRY STREETER LTD. 


91-99 Elmers End Road 
Beckenham 
Kent 


Tel : 01-778 2251 


CHRYSLER MAIN mas PS 


THIS IS NOT A COMPLETE LIST OF DEALERS 


and race them! 


JAMES ROSS & SONS | 


LOCHRIN, EDINBURGH 3 | 
Tel: 031-229 1555 


CHRYSLER MAIN DEALER 


We sell them, tune them ie | 
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with several manufacturers building new cars 
Yor the formula. How much more unlikely is it, 
therefore, that Sports GT racing can continue 
with a collection of obsolete machinery and 
2 few one-off specials. In any case the 750 
MC's thriving 1200/1300 Formula offers the 
creative sports car builder an opportunity to 
test his talents. 

The only championship for GT cars was 
run by the BARC with mild support from a 
motoring newspaper which seemed to pay less 
attention to the racing than Hot Car maga- 
Zine! Next year che support has been with- 
Grawn but the Sports Car Drivers’ Associa 
tion which was formed during the year have 
persuaded the BARC to continue running 
Faces with backing from Tricentrol. This is 
just as well since outside the championship 
races were very few and far between. 

‘The class divisions remained the same, the 
smallest up to 1300 cc now dominated by re- 

4 BDAs, many installed in ex-F100 chi 

Sis. Two non-BDA men were among the most 
Successful —John Calvert with a Royale RPS 
‘with Ford twin-cam, and Lynden Thorne with 
a special FVA in his Aldon AL2X, both ex- 
F100s. Thorne won his class in the cham- 
pionship with some polished drives, his 
Closest rivals being Les Aylott with his latest 
RAF special and gearbox man Mike Andrew 
with the year’s most successful Alexis, an ex- 
F100 Mk 19. Mark Cole added plenty of en- 
thusiasm on and off the track with his Stur- 
ess SL2. 

‘Once again Jeremy Lord won the cham- 
pionship for Minilite, running in the 1650 cc 
Class again, this time with the team's Lola 
‘T212-FVA brought out of mothballs after the 
Astra, RNRIA, with which he won. in 1972, 
had been sold to long-time sports car buff 
Frank Aston, In a very poorly supported class 
‘Aston provided the only serious opposition to 
Lord but was not really in the same class 
the stylish solicitor who, as often as not, wi 
challenging for overall victory in the races 

John Markey once again revived his ver 
able Lotus 30 which he discovered had be- 
Come eligible for Cussons GT racing and since 
the BMW man followed the championship more 
closely than the only other owner of a fast 
big-banger, John Jordan, he totally dominated 
his class. ‘Halfway through the year Markey 
used his BMW connections to obtain a good 
BMW 2-litre motor for a Gropa-ised Chevron 
B8 and he put in some good performances 
with this outdated chassis, Other Gropa Chev- 
Tons were seen regularly in the hands of Scot 
Tony Charnell and ex-F3 driver Tim Goss. 
‘An American, Hank Candler, appeared briefly 
fon the scene with a brand new March-BMW 
738 which became a little battered while John 
Jordan was always a welcome interloper with 
his McLaren-Chevrolet M6B which continued 
to concentrate on libre racing at Silverstone. 
‘Champion over 1650 ec : John Markey. Runner: 
up: John Jordan. Champion 1301 to 1650 ce: 
Jeremy Lord, Runner-up Frank Aston. Cham- 
pion up to 1300cc: Lynden Thorne. Runner- 
up? John Calvert. 


MODIFIED SPORTS 


Despite being ditched by MCD and pushed 
Into obscurity by the BRSCC this class was as 
strong as ever, if not stronger with the BARC 
fand BRDC both keeping faith with the many 
competitors and running numerous races, 
While Aintree also promoted a championship 
Which was supported by many of the leading 
rivers. To show ¢he lengths to which MCD 
‘and the BRSCC went to disown -modsports 
racing, there was only one such race at Oulton 
Park all year, at a BARC meeting, yet just up 
the road at Aintree there were full 
every time. Even the BARC, perhaps unwit- 
tingly, threatened the future of modsports 
atone stage by allowing a self-appointed 
“expert” with a vested interest in an out- 
dated motor car to redraft the rules and try 
to force them on to the competitors against 
their wishes. It might just have been coinci- 
dence that the outdated car would have be- 
‘come competitive again while much of the 
current machinery would have been outlawed 
‘The modsports drivers had to follow the ex- 
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ample of the clubmen's formula drivers a few 
Years ago and organise 2 democratic associa- 
tion which should now prevent any rule 
changes without general approval. 

‘With the exception that major engine trans. 
plants are not allowed, mod sports has reached 
the stage where cars can be modified almost 
to special saloon limits which means that 
production sports cars like the Spridget and 
E-type can be developed to be competitive with 
small-production cars like the Ginetta and 
TVR. Admitted for 1973 were the Clan Cru- 
sader and Davrian, both lightweight, rear- 
engined machines which did make the Sprid- 
get outclassed in the smallest division although 
When it was run (which was not very often) 
the controversial 1300 class was almost 
monopolised by the British Leyland car. 

‘Clans and Davrians were few and far be- 
tween but the respective factories supported 
a car each for Johnnie Blades and Bob Jarvis. 
This. pair were very evenly matched but 
Northerner Blades concentrated on his local 
Circuits, where he managed 13 wins, while 
Jarvis won 12 times on his way to the class 
victory in the BARC/Blue Circle Cement cham- 

fight, the lighter 
Davrian probably just had the edge but no 
doubt Clan will have figures to prove other- 
wise! ‘The third rear/Imp-engined car, the 
Ginetta G15, was more popular but not so 
quick. Class champion in 1972 with a G4 
Roger Cowdry turned to a GIS but, despite 
some consistent placings, was beaten into 
Second place by Jarvis. G4s still featured well, 
jarticularly the very smart cars of Northerner 
Sim Adamson, taking over the mantle of John 
‘Absalom, and Brian Lambert. Of the Sprid- 
gets Andy Bailey's Mk 1 was always a strong 
Contender among the plastic brigade while 
novice Mike Donovan did well at Silverstone, 

Passing briefly over the 1300 division which 
was not recognised in the main championship 
Dut where the Sprite of Tony Williams and 
the Spitfire of Andrew Talbot enjoyed some 
excellent, close races we come to the Lotus 
Elan section up to 2000 cc. Once again Jon 
Fletcher set the standard with his 
not with hi 
the Blue Circle series, a popular 
achievement, but the opposition was stro 
than ever before and, by the end of the 
he could no longer be certain of winning. To 
start with there was former Ginetta driver 
Sohn Evans who arrived with a beautifully 
built Elan, which had taken 12 months to put 
together, but the potential of this car and 
driver were rarely fully realised, possibly 
due to lack of development and experience, 
both strong factors in Fletcher's successes. 
By mid-season John Absalom had sorted out 
his re-engined 1700 ce Ginetta G4 and Fletcher 


found that he was not having things all his 
own way on the Northern tracks either, 
Sithough, like Evans and his Elan, there 
Should be more to come from this combi 

tion. Finally, the most serious and success- 
ful threat of the lot came on the scene when 
XK120 driver John Pearson took over the 
Victor Raysbrook Elan and took four straight 
wins, including the Blue Circle final. Fletcher 
moves into Group I next year but if Pearson, 
‘Absalom and Evans all continue there should 
be some fabulous racing. Mention should also 
be made of Ulsterman Mike Nugent who 
totally dominated his home racing in his Elan 
tnd was also very competitive when visiting 
England and Scotland. John E. Miles continued 
with his Turner Mk 3, just outpaced by the 
fastest Elans but always ready to take over 
if, they hit trouble, while Richard Jenvey 
supercharged his amazing 1300 Midget and 
matched the Elans for speed but not reliability. 

‘The S-litre class picked up a little during 
the year, although this remains the weakest 
Brian Hough sold his faithful TVR V6 to ex. 
Lotus Eleven driver Ed Stephens who went 50 
well that he gave the car its usual champion- 
ship class win despite strong opposition from 
another TVR belonging to John Kerswill. The 
Healey challenge has faded considerably with 
the death of John Gott but there were still 
2 few. around while former Healey champion 
John Chatham tried his ex-works MGC once 
or twice. Also using the Ford V6 engine was 
‘Andy Fraser's Marcos GT which occasionally 
beat the TVRs while Rod Longton kept his 
faithful Tuscan going but chiefly outside the 
‘championships. 

Despite numerous Jaguar E-types around 
the place, all of which were capable of putting 
fon a good show, the over 3litre class ws 
dominated by two other types of car. John 
Pearson continued the development of his old 
Jaguar XK120 because no one would buy it 
from him while Brian Hough took over the 
ex-Taft/Worswick/works TVR Tuscan V8 
These two had some superb scraps through- 
out the season and it was a tragedy that just 
about the only fatal accident of the year should 

wolve Hough at the final Blue Circle round 
at Thruxton, robbing modsports racing of one 
of its staunchest supporters in recent years. 
Leading E-type exponents included Brian 
Murphy in the North and John Burbidge and 
Brian Mills in the Midlands and West while 
Robin Gray had some success with the Law- 
Fencetune Morgan. Plus 8. An interesting 
E-type was the V12 of Guy Beddington, the 
first to appear in modsports, and by the end 
of the year it was showing some promise 

Before leaving modsports we ought to 
mention the Charles Spreckley Thoroughbred 
Sports Car series of races for cars built 


Spinning modsport drivers providing entertainment as usual. 
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between 1946 and 1959. There were three 
classes divided at 2 and 3 litres and 
the bulk of the fields comprised MGAs, 
Triumph TR3s, early Austin-Healeys and AC 
‘Aces as seen in the original Fred W. Dixon 
marque racing from which modsports grew 
Other models, including Jaguar XKs, were 
admitted too and one such, owned by John 
“metal” Pearson and driven by MG_ Bill 
Nicholson won often enough to be unofficial 
champion despite strong opposition from a 
rather nice Ind XK120 driven by John Harper 
Reg Woodeock’s well-developed but. standard: 
looking TR3 was top of the 3-litre class while 
Chris Lawrence allowed out his famous old 
Morgan Plus 4 both for himself, Robin Gray 
and Brian Cutting, and it carried on winning 
as if it was 1959 all over again. This year 
Spreckleys will be sponsoring a proper cham- 
Plonship for this nostalgic and excellent class 
of racing. Modsports champion, up to 
1150 ce: Bob Jarvis, Runner-up: Johnnie 
Blades, Modsports champion, up to 1300 ce: 
Tony Willams. Runner-up: Andrew Talbot 
Modsports champion, 1301 to 2000 ce: Jon 
Fletcher. Runner-up John Pearson. Mod. 
sports champlon, 2001 to 3000 ce: £ 
Stephens. Runner-up: John Kerswill. Mod- 
sports champion, over 3000 ce: John Pearson, 
Runner-up: Brian Hough. _ Thoroughbred 
Sports Car champion, up to 2000 ce: Chris 
Lawrence. Runner-up: Bill de Selincourt 
Thoroughbred Sports Car champlon, 2001 to 
3000 ec: Reg Woodcock. Runner-up: Derek 
Alanson, Thoroughbred Sports Car champion, 
Over 3000 ce: Bill Nicholson, Runner-up 
John Harper. 


PRODSPORTS 

This misguided attempt to cash in on the 
success of production saloon racing was a 
predictable flop for everyone except the 30 
OF so competitors who participated in the 


national, ~MCD-promoted,  BRSCC-organised, 
STP-sponsored championship, The dearth of 
eligible machinery combined with the lack of 
Interest ‘by potential competitors were. tw 
of the chief reasons for the persistently small 
grids which became so futile at the end of 
the year that handicapping had to be intro- 
duced in a vain attempt to inject some life 
Into the racing. The shortage of entries also 
led to some apparent skullduggery at the 
end of the year aimed at depriving one com. 
petitor of the championship. The RAC have 
Still to look Into this even though It all took 
place last October, 

Divided by price, as in Group 1, it was 
the over €3000 which always produced the 
winner In the guise of a Porsche Carrera RS 
or De Tomaso Pantera, Nick Faure drove the 
German car on behalf of the British con. 
Cessionaires until the road tyre problem which 
afflicted G1 hit prodsports too. Faure con- 
tinued supported’ by Count Glovanni de 
Stefano, who was regularly seen in a simil 
car, Chris Meek represented De Tomaso's 
Interests but was rarely a match for Faure 
except when he had his Michelin road racers 
There Is talk of imposing a price ceiling to 
exclude exotica in future which really is a 
lemming-like move since these cars have pro- 
vided the only spectacle available all year. It's 
rather like banning Tyrrells and Lotus 72s 
from Formula 1 races because they win too 
much. 

Of the rest a trio of Lotus Europas wiped 
up the over €1625 category in the hands 
of Malcolm Wayne, Julien Stock and later 
Alan Minshaw although Roger Smith's Elan 
acquitted itself well too. Shaun Jackson was 
0 much better than the opposition in the 
over £1200 class it was ridiculous and he 
should have won the championship with his 
Trlumph TRS. A similar’ car was raced 
sporadically by John Handley with little to 
show for it, otherwise it was second-hand 
MGBs. Under £1200 it was a choice of a 
Spridget, an obsolete Spitfire or a Honda 
S800. The last two were useless and Geoff 
Till's well-prepared Midget was generally the 
class-winner, sometimes run close by Terry 
Hathaway and, at the start of the season, 
Andrew Chatburn, 

‘One final note. So blinkered are the sup. 
porters of this class of racing that they 
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claimed prodsports lap records compared with 
modsports at some circuits. If they can 
remove their blinkers and study Mike Kettle- 
‘well's recent lap record survey they will find 
that, apart from Llandow where the difference 
is only 18 s because of the shortness of 
the circuit, on average there sat least 
4s difference between a £2000 mod- 
sports Elan and a £8000 prodsports Porsche 
and often considerably more. Who is kidding 
whom? 

Up to £1200 champion: Geoff Till. Runner- 
up: Andrew Chatburn. £1201 to £1625 
champion: Shaun Jackson. No runner-up. 
£1626 to £3000 champion: Malcolm Wayne. 

up: Alan Minshaw. Over £3000 cham- 
Nick Faure. Runner-up: Chris Meek 


SPECIAL SALOONS 


This most fundamental type of club racing has 
been with us now for something over 10 
years in more or less the same form, subject 
to regulation “interpretations” from time to 
time, However, its popularity in 1973 reached 
such a peak that, with a little pressure from 
the drivers and certain quarters with vested 
interests, the BRSCC has agreed to organise 
4 six race Super Saloon series this year. Th 
idea is to allow the owners of the increasing 
number of large capacity hybrids to race 
against each other on a few occasions with: 
out being distracted by the numerous multi 
round championships each of which takes 
only part of the cream. Swelled by the influx 
of surplus Group 2 machinery, there should 
be plenty of takers in the first season but 
there Is a danger that the prestige of the 
championship will such 
Substantial inve 
Motors, and once Gerry Marshall starts 
cleaning up with some sort of “Vauxhall” 
even the most skilful and ingenious private 
owner may find the struggle too unequal, Any- 
way, It's a good idea and let's hope it works, 

Atising out of the recent growth in the 
number of VB-powered saloons has been the 
demand for a 2-litre class to allow the twin: 
cam and FVA Escorts, Anglias and the like to 

jee for something worth while. This is not 
& new suggestion but was shelved a few yea 

on the grounds that there would be 

insufficient over-2-litre cars. If anything, 
the opposite would seem to be the case now 
and there will probably be even fewer 2-litre 
cars by the end of the year unless some. 
thing is done. Whatever happens, however, 
the 850 class should not be scrapped as hi 
been suggested since this provides some of 
the best value-for-money racing of all 

Last year the combination of Peter Crouch 
and Neil Dineen achieved what they had 
threatened to do at the end of 1972 by 
totally dominating the 850 class with thelr 
home-brewed, Longmanised Mini. This pa 
exploits were recounted in some detail in our 
columns a few weeks ago so suffice it to 
say that Crouch won the BARC’s Forward 
Trust championship while Dineen finished as 
overall runner-up and class winner in MCD's 
own series. There were still plenty of other 
850 Minis around, particularly those of 
Graham Sayer and Reg Ward, who followed 
the Forward Trust trail, Alan ‘King who con- 
centrated on the MCD races, Norman Blowers 
who was fast at Snetterton and Trevor Will- 
cocks who had a rapid Peter Vickers 850 until 
it hit the bank at Oulton, Mike Odell used 
his Imp at Silverstone again to win the 
Esso Uniflo class, chased by another 850 Imp, 
that of Roger Gill 

It was much more Impish in the l-litre 
category for Ray Payne won his class, 
finishing as runner-up overall to Crouch in the 
Forward Trust, while Alex Clacher won “his 
class in the MCD after only starting to take 
the series seriously late when it came to 
Croft one day. At Brands Hatch yet another 
Imp, belonging to John Homewood, cleaned 
up the Kent Messenger championship which 
is restricted to 1000 cc, although it took him 
most of the season to overhaul Ray Calcutt's 
early lead with his Imp, Calcutt having to 
stop racing in July after losing his driving 
licence. To be effective a Mini really had to 
have a Ford, ex-F3 screamer installed as 


There's only one way of showing off the decals oh yor 
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was demonstrated by Ray Edge who spent 
2 lot of loot keeping the ex-Hipkiss car in 
the running in the MCD series while Sedric 
Bell continued to wipe up in the North when 
Clacher was away. The intrepid Bell ended 
the year by installing a specially reduced BDA 
and visiting Brands where he rather trounced 
the locals, Peter Baldwin, who works for a 
British Leyland dealer, felt he had to stay 
loyal as long as he could but in the end he 
succumbed to Ford power which, in his case, 
did. not last long before blowing up. He 
Still managed to win his class in the Esso 
Unifio. Len Brammer in Wales, Terry Attoe 
at Brands and Martin Sellicks in the Midlands 
were BL-powered to the last and had some 
good results to show for it in their Minis, 
While David Wragg had an eccentric but 
effective Cosworth SCA-powered device with 
rear-wheel drive, Of the few Anglias still 
around, Richard Long had some good races 
with his ex-Terry McNally car although Gerry 
Taylor thought he was a better driver 

Bell's I-litre BDA was merely the reduction 


of a trend which had taken a firm hold in 
the 1300 class where the Cooper S had 
reached the end of its development in normal 
guise, despite the efforts of Richard Longman. 
Gordon Allen whose association with Rod 
Embley produced twin-engined and Jaguar- 
engined Minis some 10 years ago, designed 
a BDA package which proved very effective 
in the right hands. As his works driver Allen 
used former Midget expert Peter Kitchen 
but the greatest number of wins went to 
Northerner Eric Smith who was a thorn in 
the side of all the larger cars at Ingliston 
in particular. Brian Cox also used the Allen 
formula while John Hipkiss and Graham 
Lloyd prepared their own very fast BDA 
Mini. Variants on the Mini-Ford theme were 
supplied by Paul Ivey, who continued to 
provide Bob Fox who won the MCD class 
With a twin-cam-based Mini motor while 
Geol Wood relied on a pushrod for his low- 
line car. which he sold to Tom Powell 
whereupon It won several races. There were 
Still plenty of successful, orthodox Minis in 


various parts of the country. At Silverstone 
Tan Briggs fought off Jim Balmer as well as 
Fox to win the Esso Uniflo class; John Watts 
headed Briggs in the Forward Trust with the 
TSB car; Terry Harmer and Bob Jones as 
usual reigned more or less supreme at Brands 
with late intervention from lan Bax; John 
Chappel was unbeatable at Oulton Park until 
Smith's BDA arrived at the end of the 
season while Bernard Bird was runner-up to 
Fox in the MCD points. The only relief from 
all the Mini bodyshells was provided by a 
few BDA Escorts but none were consistently 
good enough to score many wins despite the 
Efforts of John Robinson and Ralph Bryans. 

All these smaller classes will not be 
catered for in the Super Saloon races which 
will allow them to remain the preserve of the 
true club racer who has to limit his financial 
commitment and can only race or practice 
at weekends. The standard by which all other 
Special saloons are measured was raised even 
higher last year by the same people as had 
dominated ‘in 1972—Mick Hill, Gerry 


this special saloon demonstrates at Thruxton. Below, Peter MeFadyen’s splendid picture shows Mexicos heading into a wintry sunset at Oulton Park 
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YOUR GUIDE TO 
FOUEMULS FORD 


NB: TO THE PURISTS, THIS LINE DRAWING IS NOT 
MEANT TO REPRESENT ANY PARTICULAR MAKE OF 
RACING CAR 


ROYALE hosed FOR THE BEST FORMULA 
ROYALE RACING LIMITED Bourne E FORD PREPARATION 
Royale Works, Pa ans 
Unit 70, 
Little Staughton, Beds 
Tel: Colmworth 508 


FIRE EATER. — 
erecta WILLANS SEAT BELTS 
STOCKBRIDGE RACING 
STOCKBRIDGE 
HANTS 


Tel: Stockbridge 711 
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THIS IS AN ADVERTISING GUIDE TO 
FORMULA FORD. THE FOLLOWING 
COMPANIES PROVIDE SPECIFIC 
SERVICES TO THE SPORT OF MOTOR 
RACING. FURTHER DETAILS MAY 
BE OBTAINED FROM THE LISTED 
ADDRESSES. 


es hare Engines) Ut, 


Tel: Spalding (075) 4846 


‘A mamber of the Alan Smith Group 


Manchester Street, Derby 
Tol: 0332 40606 


MIKE THE PIPE 

128 Stanley Park Road 

Wallington 
Surrey 


Tot: 01-669 1719 


Specialists in the manutec 
aystoms to order, 


ROAD & RACE ACCESSORIES 


BALDYNE ENGINEERING 
. 


A ype of Machining 


Tel: 01-560 4141 
Manutacturers of tyres 
FF regi 


storm with 


‘The scientific approach to styling 


‘Stylists in 


infor i 
(EDWONGS. WAY, 
HUNTINGDON TRADING ESTATE. 
TINGDONSHIRE. 

39837-. 


RACE PREPARATION SERVICES 


CAMBRIDGE 44193 


For the coming season why not let ve help you? All Kinds of preparation work undertaken 
_ for the Tollowing Fe 


FORD, SUPERVEE, 3 [AND ATLANTIC 


+ Chassis service and suspension setting + Crash, repairs # Preventive, maintenance 
F ace" dey back 


IF YOU CANT COME To US WE COULD COME TO YoU 
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Run Baby Run returned to Brands Hatch? An errant 


Marshall and Bill Blydenstein, Hill was given 
the money by Tricentrol to build an even 
better Boss Capri, this time with a 6-litre 
engine and since he was still winning most 
of the time with the 4.7, when the larger 
car came along the result was predictable 
but good for Hill and his sponsors, The other 


approach was adopted by necessity by Mar- 
shall and Blydenstein, the Thames TV Vaux- 
hall Firenza relying ‘on only 2.3 litres of 
highly developed engine in a lighter car plus 
Marshall's considerable driving ability. Both 
achieved what they wanted, Hill taking the 
overall Esso Uniflo title while Marshall won 


elebrity “ chases all and sundry on BMW day (above). Bandit at 10 o'clock (below). 


his Forward Trust class. 

The third over 1300 champion was Tony 
Sugden who ran reliably and consistently all 
year while the more powerful opposition 
appeared only rarely, "Sugden used his 
immaculate Escort TC to win the MCD 
series outright, his closest rival being another 


AUTOSPORT, JANUARY 31, 1974 


Back wheel of booral 


a 


“/7 Sa 


You take the high road 


ar in the same vein, Tony Mann's Anglia 
twin-cam, So near and yet’ so far in terms of 
wins was Tony Hazlewood's sensational DAF. 
Rover V8 which was capable of going 
extremely quickly as its Thruxton lap record 
proved but found that, at Silverstone, Hill's 
Capris were just too fast. The first Hill Capri 
was sold to Ford Falcon driver Tony Strawson 
After a brief sojourn in Ireland and carried 
on winning despite looking like a punnet 
Scot Doug Niven sorted out the Ford Boss 
Escort origihally built for Chris Meek/Tate of 
Leeds and ‘cored many wins in the North 
where his chief opposition came either from 
Bill Dryden's Firenza or Meek in his latest 
plaything, the-ex-Norman Abbott Escort into 
Which he fitted a Cosworth BDG. 

Then there were 1 Cutting, now 
retired, with his smokey but fast Escort 
Martin’ V8 which dominated Thruxton and 
John Turner who persuaded an Escort plus 
Tasman BRM VS 2-litre to work well. Other 
Vauxhalls included Dave Millington's ex 
Blydenstein Firenza which was dominating 
the MCD races until a bad crash at Oulton 
Park in May and, in Ireland, Des Donnelly’s 
Viva GT and Jackie Patterson's Firenza. At 
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Brands Nick Whiting established a consider: 
able reputation for himself in just one season 
with a smart Escort-FVA and there were 
many more Anglias, Escorts, Vauxhalls, Capris 
and goodness knows what else. Special 
Saloon racing is tremendous in all its classes, 
long may it thrive! Champion up to 850 ce: 
Peter Crouch/Neil Dineen, Runner-up: Neil 
Dineen/Peter Crouch. Champion 851 to 1000 
ce: Alex Clacher, Runner-up Home: 

enith 
Champion over 
Runner-up: Mick 


John Chappel: 
jerry Marshall 


G1 SALOONS 


‘There were problems, as there always will 
be with this sort of regulation-bound racing, 
but on the whole it was a better year than 
the first. The declining spectacle of national 
Group 2, as opposed to international Group 
2, combined with the development and 
popularity of Group 1 means that this year 
the latter will take over the national Touring 
Car Championship. The regulation-benders and 
protesters will have much more at stake and 
their efforts, which seemed rather out of place 


in something which purpotted to be club 
racing. might have more point. One team 
manager seemed to regard his sole raison 


d'etre as the elimination, in the acratineering 
bay, of all his team’s rivals as early in the 
season as possible. The only casualty was 


Ford Capri which had somehow come off the 
production line with the wrong springs fitted, 
Presumably unbeknown to the owner and 
Griver who were somehow, by a thought pro: 
cess of which only the RAC are capable, 
allowed to carry on racing after buying them- 
selves another Capri, which never seeme 
quite as fast ! 

‘The other major controversy surrounded the 
requirement of road tyres, the rules for which 
were soon exploited by Roger Clark's team 
of Alfa” Romeos which discovered that 
Michelin made a very nice racing tyre In 
the required numbers in France. Kleber had 
already put their oar in with a semi-racer but 
the Michelins settled the issue and became 
de rigueur for the rest of the season, Having 
failed to do it before, the RAC have now 
decreed that only certain tyres can be used 
which should solve the problem until the 
makers start incorporating special mixes with 
Standard tread patterns etc. There were other 


Smoking can damage your car as well as your health. 


Van Di 4 Formula Fi 
sabes PS a naan MINISTER RACING ENGINES 


In 1973 David Minister was responsible for the-FF 
ae engines of Roger Manning, Rob Wicken, Will Ariff 
_— and the Mexico engine of Alan Wilkinson. 

For 1974 David has formed his own engine company 
ae ee afiep rpc 
137 Asetnan Champione . Thi attending test- 
peeitcunene | Bacs ing sessions. and race meetings when required. 

Pe Sasa Be ee St rant ole 
Farman 


‘nal . 
VAN DIEMEN INTERNATIONAL RACING SERVICES LTD, 65 Sidney Road, Sidcup, Kent DA14 6RA 


halk Road. Srtterton. Norwich 
begin Workshop Tel : Swanley (82) 67069 


Scrobar RACING ENGINES 


Proven yet again the best in Formula Ford Engines. 1973 successes include 1st and 2nd BOC championship. 
2nd and Sth STP championship. 1st Tate championship. 1st, 3rd and 4th Formula Ford Festival. 


SCHOLAR 
BUILDING No 1 
MARTLESHAM HEATH 
IPSWICH 
SUFFOLK 
Tel: Kesgrave 2855 (047362) 


Full race engine machining facilities. Crank and prop balancing, boring, crank grinding, tine boring, etc. Engine dyno testing 


CROSSLE 
25F 


RORYS WOOD, HOLLYWOOD, COUNTY DOWN, N. IRELAND 
Phone BELFAST 63332 


KONIG HEATH Engineering Limited = 
KHF /2 Formula Ford 


Now available in England, a limited number for early delivery. 
Complies with all English and American 1974 Regs. 

Phone or write for full details. 

MAGNESIUM WHEELS 

8" to 18” wide x 13" diameter. 

Fittings for most makes including March, Brabham, etc. 
Wheel and Upright repair service 

All machining available. 

65 NORTH STREET, CLAPHAM, LONDON, Sw4 

Tel : 01-720 3101 
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beneficial aimed at tightening up 
loopholes such as the insistence that a car's 
price category was determined by the total 
Cost inclusive of goodies like Isds, the 
categories themselves being revised upwards 
to allow for inflation and purchase tax. Manu- 
facturers were supposed to select which cars 
they wanted to compete (which seemed an 
unnecessary rule anyway) but by the end of 
the year there were Fords running which 
‘were never in the original list, while obsolete 
Vehicles were outlawed which éliminated 
several worthwhile cars like the Cooper S. 

A glance at the list of club race winners 
suggests that, of all classes, Gl was the 
most predictable of all since the top three all 
come from this type of racing and yet there 
fare far fewer races than for, say, special 
saloons or Formula Ford. Certainly in the 
cheaper classes this was true. Satra Motors 
continued to run their rusty Moskviches for 
‘Tony Lanfranchi and his protégé Eric Hors- 
field. Lanfranchi missed several _ rounds 
‘because his BMW commitments came first but, 
when both series began to be split into two 
races per round, he was able to come through 
and win his class in each without, this time, 
taking either title, Some more Moskviches 
‘were acquired by Kinson Motors of Birming- 
ham and one of their drivers, Tony Stubbs, 
sometimes ran Lanfranchi close after some 
Serious attention to the engine. Apart from 
‘a couple of Minis and a Honda that was just 
about it. 

‘The next class was little better for Ivan 
Dutton, after rather living in the shadow of 
his more publicity conscious rivals in 1972, 
really came good with his self-prepared Escort 
Sport and carried all before him, John Lyon's 
Berlitz-sponsored Escort was rarely very 
fluent despite beating Dutton on a few 
‘occasions, the difference probably down to 
the superior preparation of Dutton’s car. 
‘There were a few Simca Rallyes to be seen 
but they rarely fulfilled the promise shown 
by Tony Charnell with the Chrysler car on the 
‘Tour of Britain while a couple of Morris 
Marinas prepared by Dick Jacobs and Bill 
Shaw for Alan Foster and Les Nash surprised 


but, on the track, it was 
story. The works Hillman Hunter GLS, replac- 
ing the 1972 Avenger GT, was for ever 
having to contend with the very rapidly con- 
ducted Vauxhall Firenza of Tim Stock and 
the duels between this pair became one of 
the highlights of the season. Other 
were driven regularly by Barrie Will 
was always the closest challe 
Unett/Stock battle, Denis Thorne and Derrick 
Brunt. Fords were’ not really a threat in this 
ass with the Mexico but Derek Wileman an 


Richard. Scantlebury’s Opel 
another competitive machine in this well- 
supported class. 

The real action was to be found in over 
£1500 where the onslaught of works and 
dealer-supported cars from BMW, Alfa Romeo 
and Ford came up against one or two 
irritatingly  well-driven, privately owned 

less. 
expert, the American V8s could be beaten on 
all but the power circuits but Richard Lloyd 
‘and Stuart Graham always handled their big. 
cars beautifully, and were rarely beaten by 
‘anyone other than each other. Tony Lanfranchi 
and Roger Bell drove the works BMW Sis, the 
heavier saloon being selected In preference to 
the CSL coupé for commercial reasons, 
Lanfranchi winning his class in the MCD 
series while Bell finished a close second to 
Lioyd, who had an interrupted season, in the 
BARC’s championship. Graham only came on 
the scene half-way through the season and 
only raced when he could afford to but the 
ex-motor cyclist demonstrated great tal 
Stan Clark and John Handley drove the Clar 
‘Alfa Romeo GTVs as in 1972 but this time 
it was Roger's brother who seemed to have 
the edge. Of the Capris, Gordon Spice was 
generally the most successful but his second 
car did not seem to have the speed of his 
earlier one 


‘There is, of course, one other type of Group 
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TANGMERE SX 


FSL CARS NEW CROFT ESTATE STRAKERS HAVE FOR ALE 
OFFER ate = ae 


their brand new 1974 Formula Ford the 


IMAGE FF1 


competitively priced, rolling chassis. £1250. Complete 
cars for around £2000. 


Tel: 024-353 446 STRAKERS OF WMMSLEDON, 


2 ‘ 28, 31 High Street, Wimbledon, SW19 
Phone or write for full details. Tee Ocoee ont 


STUART GRAHAM MOTORS 


ie Broomball 
~~ Nantwich, Cheshire 


Tel: Aston 300 
We can undertake to sell you a brand new Camaro 


228 fully prepared for Group One or we can under- 
take to work on your own car. 


For full details contact Stuart Graham. 


SB exe 


Sports and performance car specialists 


G. N. (CROYDON) LTD 
MAIN OPEL & VAUXHALL DEALERS + OFFICIAL DTV DEALERS 


$ Berry (Whizzo) Williams cen now undertake to sell 
ILeeteHeNt thy you a fully prepared race or raity Vauxhall for compe- 
( tions. Or work on your own car. We ere stockists of 
DTV parts. For all interested parties we ere holding 3 
OTV Forum at G. N. (Croydon) Ltd at 7 o'clock onwards, 
quests include Gerry Marshall, Will Cobum, Barry 
Willians, Chris Coburn. There will be @ selection of OTV 
cars on show. 


G. N. (Croydon) Ltd Contact Barry (Whizzo) Williams 
380 London Road, Croydon Tel : 01-684 3686 


FOR SALE 


MARINA 
1.8 COUPE 


Contact: 
ALAN FOSTER 01-952 6171 
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1 racing, the Mexico Challenge, sponsored 
this time by Motorcraft. It was decided that 
everyone should rely on the same type of 
Dunlop racing tyre throughout the season and 
this made for some very close racing. Ford 
‘employee Allan Wilkinson, however, prepared 
the best car and finally won the competition 
by a healthy margin. Another Ford employee, 
Rod Mansfield, finished second which has 
apparently upset the hierarchy at Fords and 
there was a proposal that Ford employees 
should be banned from the series this year. 
But at a drivers’ forum this was unanimously 
rejected. Motoring journalist Tony Dron used 
his Formula Ford experience to good effect 
to come third in the series while former 
Mini driver David da Costa added plenty of 
life to several races with his Longman-prepared 
car. Champion up to £800: Tony Lanfranchi 
Runner-up: Eric Horsfield, Champion £801 to 
£1,050; Ivan Dutton, Runner-up: John Lyon 
Champion £1,051 to £1,500: Bernard Unett 
Runner-up : Tim Stock, Champion over £1,500: 
Tony Lanfranchi, Runner-up: Richard Lloyd 
Champion Ford  Mexicos: David da Costa 
Runner-up: Rod Mansfield. 


MINI MIGLIA AND 7 


Amidst all the aggro which surrounds the 
so-called professional classes of club racing, 
the Mini-Se7en C's two saloon formulae con: 
tinue on thelr own sweet way more or less un- 
Affected, There seems to be an unlimited supply 
Of relatively impecunious drivers who are 
content to venture into racing with nothing 
more exotic than a mildly modified 850 Mini 
nd the grids remain as good as ever. Indeed, 
Thames Estuary AC were able to run their 
‘own Mini-Se7en championship at Lydden and 
Snetterton alongside the more senior series 
In the latter Mick Moss emerged as 1973 
champion. while long-time supporter Geoff 
Gilkes concentrated on TEAC’s races. Other 
Teading lights included Chris Tyrrell, Tony 
Westbrook, Hugo Hoyle and Dave Parry, the 
1972 champion Reg Armstrong hardly coming 
out at all. 


The more expensive Mini Miglia (surely it 
should ‘be Mint Mille 2) Formula was not so 
Well supported, but usually managed to pro: 
vide an entertaining race. With the former 


Champion Mick Osborne sampling Phil 
Spurling took over and won most often from 
Dudley Fisher and Eric Groves. Champion 


Mini-Se7en Formula: Mick Moss. Runner-up : 
Geoff Gilkes. Champion Mini Miglia Formul: 
Phil Spurling. Runner-up: Dudley Fisher. 


FORMULA 1200 


For 1974 this will be renamed Formula 1300 
in recognition of the larger capacity engines 
Which were admitted during the past 12 
months. However, concern has been expressed 
Within the 750 MC that the costs are begin- 
hing to escalate to a point where the average 
club member can no longer afford to progress 
from the really low-cost 750 Formula to 
Formula 1200 or, if he can, he might just as 
well spend his money on a Clubmen’s car. 
The chief differences apart from engine capa- 
city between Clubmen’s and F1200 are that 
the latter permits rear engines and all: 
enveloping bodywork. The 1973 championship: 
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winning car threw away its former aero- 
dynamie body but retained its rear engine and 
Tetranychus Telarius, in the hands of its 
builder Mike Taylor, was almost unbeatable. 
Those tha tried included Tim Gath with a 
U2 Mk IIB shared once or twice with Arthur 
Mallock himself, and Chris Bristow who took 
over John Allan’s very fast Allan 3B. Despite 
the sophistication of Taylor's car and the 
speed of Gath’s U2, much of the field still con- 
sists of home-built specials which are more or 
Tess effective but which epitomise the spirit 
of the 750 MC. Champion: Mike Taylor 
Runner-up : Tim Gath 


Above, Axton Martin “ bomb-burst 
@ way of letting off steam ? 


750 FORMULA 


Even in the world of these diminutive Reliant- 
powered sports cars, the rear engine has be- 
fun to establish itself at last for the 1973 
champion was Robin Smyth with his reai 
engined, supercharged Warren. After spend- 
ing @ Year sorting out teething troubles the 
Warren became the car to beat last year with 
the 1972. champion Mike Street having to 
work harder than ever with his DC Plus to 
keep up, which he did to excellent effect 
although without retaining his ttle, Some of 
the 750s really are superb little cars, although 
others are downright dreadful, a particularly 
nice one being Mike Whatley's Marlin. John 
Richardson did well with the ex-David New- 
man DNC Mk III while Lyn Evans had some 
Successes with the exJohn Webb Centaur as 
did the perennial John Giles with his JGS and 
Bob Simpson's nameless Reliant Special 
Champion: Robin Smyth, Runner-up: Mike 
Street 

‘Once again we have omitted VSCC racing 
and the Cussons and Historic Sports Car 
events, which really deserve a separate article, 
being outside the mainstream of club racing 


but no less important for all that. It Is good 
news indeed that the energy crisis will only 
affect motor racing by 20 per cent for, if 
this means. a reduction in the number of 
meetings, the surfeit of similar meetings week- 


end after weekend can be reduced and the 
Quality of the remaining ones improved, to 
the benefit of all 


at Silverstone. Alternate fuels in Special saloons or merely 


a 


Special stage 


edited by lan Sadler 


Lancia drive for Mehta, 


Driver news of the week must 
be that Shekhar Mehta has left 
Datsun after a long and mostly 
successful association. Future 
plans for Shekhar Mehta are not 
yet known but for the Safari he 
will be driving a works Lancia 
Fulvia along with a similar entry 
for Sandro Munari, 

Mehta is no stranger to front 
wheel drive rally cars, driving & 
fwd Peugeot in Africa on many 


BTRDA meetings 


‘The BTRDA, as reported in Special 
Stage recently, have arranged 
four meetings in different areas 
where all, rally enthusiasts are 
Invited to attend and air their 
views on the current state of 
the sport. In addition to. the 
‘meeting, with films, there will be 
bar facilities available at all four 
meetings. The dates and locations 
foltow—all meetings are for 
Sunday afternoons commencing at 
2 pm. 

February 10; Esso Hotel, Filton 
Road, Hambrook, Bristol. Pebru- 
ary 17: Heathrow Post House, 
Sipson Road, West Drayton. 
February 24: The Post House, 
Chapel Lane, Great Barr, Birming- 
ham. March’3: Saxon Inn Motor 
Hotel, Ainley Top, Huddersfield 
(M62 ‘exit 24). 


© Ford Rallye Sport dealers, F. 
wglish announce that arrange- 
ments have been made for a 
Rallye Sport Road show evening 
to be held at their Poole Road 
showrooms on Tuesday, 12th 
March, 1974, Organised in con- 
junction with Ford A.V.O., the 
‘evening will include a film show, 
@ Motor Sport Forum featuring 
well known personalities and a 
display of competition vehicles 
and equipment. Admission will be 
by ticket only and applications 
for tickets should be’ sent to 
Garry Polled, Rallye Sport 
Department, F. ‘English Ltd, Poole 
Road, Branksome, Poole, Dorset. 
Light refreshments will’ be pro- 
vided. 
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Re-routed World Cup Rally 


In the light of world events, the 
route for the World Cup Rally 
has been changed. Ik now goes 
through France and Spain, into 
North Africa through Morocco, 
Algeria, and across the Sahara 
into Niger, to a halt south of 
Kano in Nigeria. It then doubles 
back almost to Tripolitania, to 
Tunis where competitors will 
travel across the Mediterranean 
to Turkey, Greece, Yugoslavi 
and Austria, then to the finish at 
Munich. 

The original intention was to 
travel across Africa from Kano to 
Khartoum, and reach Munich via 
the Middle East, but this has 
proved impractical not because of 
the Middle East war so much as 
political difficulties which pre- 
Vented crossing Chad, in Central 
Africa, and the USSR. Short 
circuiting Chad to the south 
Proved impossible because of the 
rainy season, and it could not 
turn nofth owing to a shortage 
of roads, so the Algerian section 
has been toughened up to pro- 
vide a great deal of highly com- 
petitive driving, and has been 
fully surveyed. There will be 

3 in Turkey, Greece, 
ind Austria to com: 
plete the 10,000 miles of driv- 
ing during the period of the 
event, May 5 to 25. 

‘Scrutineering will take place 
on Saturday, May 4, and on re- 
Tease from the Parc Ferme, the 
cars will go in convoy to ‘start 
from Wembley, at mid-day on the 
5th. After a gentle run to Alder- 
shot the first Special Stage will 


allowed, 


followed by a non- 
competitive run to Southampton 
for the crossing to Le Havre by 
Normandy Ferries. 

‘The route through France will 
also be non-competitive, until the 


cars reach Firestone Rally country 
near Bilbao in Northern Spain 
Here, the Firestone organisers are 
arranging two Special Stages of 
19kms and 23kms before yet 
another Stage in Central Spain. 
Completing the Spanish sector 
will be a Stage of 45 kms, part 
of the Sherry Rally route near 
Estapona with the final 12 kms 
downhill on fast tarmac roads 
to the coast. This is an exciting, 
and testing, section before the 
‘overnight halt and Parc Ferme at 
Puerto Banus, near Marbella. The 
Rally Headquarters will be in the 
new Hotel Andalucia. 

Following the sea crossing from 
Algeciras to Tangiers, the event 
starts in earnest on the evening 
of May 8, heading for the first 


African competitive section at 
Missour. This Is part of the 
Moroccan Rally, passing through 
Talsinnt to Mengoub, with just 
over 200 kms set at a nearly m- 
possible average speed, ‘Then the 
roads are very fast, with a good 
tarmac surface:to the border with 
Algeria at Figuig. 

‘Once in Algeria, the route 
passes through Bechar and Adrar 
to a Time Control which marks 
the beginning of the Trans- 

fa desert section, comprising 

1,000 kms in ‘all through 
Raggane and In Salah to Taman- 
rasset, where the control will be 
15kms from the town where the 
tarmac road begins, close to the 


irport. 
From this Time Control there 
is a loop through the dramatic 
Hoggar Mountains of about 175 
kms on surfaces, with 
blind brows, bumps, jumps and 
bends—real rally ‘country de- 
signed to test cars and drivers 
to the limit. But as a builtin in- 
surance for competitors who may 
have incurred lateness penalties 
and who want to remain in the 
running, a 15 kms short-cut, miss- 
Ing out 


it means incurring a 3h penaky, 
but some cars may need the 
breathing space. 

At Tamanrasset, border for- 
malities with customs, police, 
desert police, etc, should be com- 
pleted. before crossing into Niger 
at In Guezzam which is 400 kms 
farther south. The route then 
goes C0 Arlit, which is not shown 

5 pos 

sessing any road at all, and is a 
uranium-mining town where there 
will be a Time Control, This is 
the start of another very tightly 
timed section of 200 ‘kms to 
Agadez followed by another very 
difficult stage which lasts until 
the end of the gravel road just 
short of Madaoua. Thus, the cars 
will have covered 3,000 kms of 
competitive motoring from Adrar 
in Algeria, to Madaoua in Niger, 
to the border with 


‘A very easy section follows, on 
fast tarmac through Katsina to 
Kano where competitors can take 
advantage of excellent motor 
trade facilities. Virtually every 
make of European and Japanese 
car has a dealer or distributor in 
Kano, and the average speed will 
allow some 2h for repair and 
replenishment work. After that, 
some 62 kms to the south-west, 
lies @ 48-hour hale at Bagauda 
Lake Hotel, originally a Govern- 


ment residence near some new 
irrigation lakes between Kano 
and Paki, with Time Control and 
cars impounded in Pare Ferme, 
The hotel has good food, luxury 
bungalows with air conditioning, 
as well as some cheaper accor 
modation, and facilities like a 
swimming pool and a disco- 
theque. The rest halt will be for 
two nights for those competitors 
on-time. 

Restarting on the run north 
there is a small loop to Katsina, 
then it is back on the fast tar: 
mac, and basically over the same 
route to Tamanrasset. That is to 
say, Madaoua to Agadez — very, 
very, difficult; Agadez to Arlit 
—impossible, and Arlit to Tama 
rasset — very difficult, 

‘Once back In Tamanrasset, the 
cars climb again into the Hoggar 
Mountains with one of the most 
tightly timed and difficult sec- 
tions of the entire route, a 
stretch of 150 kms to Hirhafok, 
once again with a Passage Con: 
trol. From Hirhafok, north-east to 
Fort Gardel it reaches the 
Algerian petrol refining area to In 
‘Amenas, with the final 68 kms 
tarmac, which drivers will we 
come after a horrific stretch of 
corrugated gravel from which 
there is no escape, 

After In Amenas, the road 
goes north ag 
mostly alongside the oll pipelin 
and into Tunisia, with some in- 
teresting downhill sections on 
loose sand, where speed w' 
essential to avold 
After this come m 
roads to Foum Tatahouine, and 9 
Time Control which ends che com- 
petitive stages in Africa. The run 
to Tunis will be at an easier pace, 
past the Roman ruins at El Diem 
complete with a Passage Control 
to Tunis, where the Rally Head- 
guarters will be set up at the 
Hotel du Lac before embarkation 
to Izmir, in Turkey. 

Henry’ Liddon and. Jim Gavin 
are surveying the Turkish sec- 
tions under unfavourable snowy 
conditions in complete contrast 
to the heat of the Sahara. There 
will be competitive sections be- 

to Ankara then 
, before 
returning to a halt in Istanbul, 
having crossed the newly opened 
bridge over the Bosphorus which 
connects Asia to Europe. Then 
heading for Greece and Yui 
‘competitors will be faced 
with ‘sections taken from the 
Acropolis and the old Liege Rally, 
before crossing into Austria with 
more stages, and on to the finish 
at Munich, 


Ford entertains 


Starting on February 7 is an 
ambitious programme. of forums 
co-produced by Ford and no less 
than 83 Rallye Sport dealers. All 
the forums will follow a similar 
programme. The first one is plan- 
ned to be at Hendy Lennox 
(Southampton Branch) starting at 
7.45 pm on the 7th, with panel- 
lists Stuart Turner, John Daven- 
port and John Taylor. 


© Cypriot Chris Kirmitsis, a suc- 
cessful rally driver in rallies held 
on Cyprus for some years, won the 
Palm Tree Rally held there over 
January 19th. The 425 mile rally, 
‘with 210 special stage miles is the 
island's biggest rally apart from 
the Rothmans Cyprus _Inter- 
national. The car Kirmitsis used 
to win the rally was a brand new 
Escort RS2000 just shipped out 
from FAVO. This is the RS2000's 
first overseas outright rally vic- 
tory. 


@ At an informal meeting over 
dinner last Thursday, the Minister 
for Transport and Industry, the 
Hon John Peyton, MP, met with 
a selection of rallyists and dis 

cussed che future of the sport 
with them. He lent a very symp: 
thetic ear to what they had to 
say on behalf of rallying and 
Promised them that he would 
keep it in his mind when making 
decisions, not only about the 
Present crisis, but on matters 
affecting rallying in the future, 
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Special stage 


Closed road stages in Canada 


‘Thousands of dollars for the win- 
ning drivers and new attractions 
for spectators are among innova- 
tions to. the annual Canadian 
Winter Rally on February 8-10, 
organised by the British Empire 
Motor Club of Toronto, Now in 
its 22nd year, the event is 
regarded both as North America’s 
joughest winter driving contest 
and Canada’s autosport classic. 

wnadian and foreign 


of makes and models 
have entered the 1,100-mile event 
through Ontario which will count 
towards the Canadian Rally 
Championship. They will compete 
for $3,000 in guaranteed prize 
money from the organising club 
‘and up to $2,000 in contingency 
‘awards provided by car manu- 
‘and automotive com- 
team_ will 
‘Seven 
Canadian Winter Rally trophy. 

The rally route will take com- 
petitors along public and private 
Tural roads north and east from 
Toronto to Ottawa, After an 
eight-hour stopaver in the nation’ 

‘they will follow 
ly route back to the 
Metro Toronto area, The first 
car is due to finish the rally at 
1.30 pm at the Toronto Inter- 
national Auto Show inside the 
International Centre of ~Com- 
merce, 6900 Airport Road, 
Malton. 

‘Other major checkpoints for 
the rally will be at or near 
Fenelon Falls, Kinmount, Goode: 

Carleton Place, 


arrive 
February 9. It will leave the 
Supreme Court of Canada Build- 
ing on Wellington and Kent at 6 
pm. 

There will be more than 90 
checkpoints along the route, They 


will be identified with inter- 
national checkboard signs to be 
lused for the first time in Canada. 
Some 300 miles of the route will 
be divided into selectives, sec- 
tions of narrow, winding, off- 
highway roads along which’ com- 
petitors will be timed to the 
Second. These sections will test 
the drivers’ skill and car per- 
formance and will be tghtly 
supervised by rally officials 
working closely with police and 
Tocal residents. Linking the 
selectives will be transport sec- 
tions along which competitors 
must also. scrupulously comply 
‘with traffic regulations on penalty 
of exclusion from the rally 
results. 

Rally officials will use for the 
first time a short-wave radio net- 


work to control and» monitor 
competitors’ progress. It will 
involve the ‘largest organised 


ducted In Canada, Co-ordinated 
by the Toronto Area Amateur 
Radio Emergency Corps, the 


exercise will be carried out by 
members of radio clubs from 
Kitchener-Waterloo to Ottawa. 
The radio network will also be 
used to help provide contact with 


provincial police and local 
authorities. Top entries are as 
follows 


, Walter Boyce/Doug Woods 
(Toyota Corolla); 2, Bob Houri- 
han/Doug Shepherd (Datsun 
1800 SSS); 3, John Buffam/Robin 
Edwardes (Ford Escort); 4, Haydn 
Gozzard/Dave Grundy (Renault 
RS); 5, James Walker/Terry 
Palmer (Volvo 1425); 6, Andrew 
Cowan/Beattie Crawford (Dodge 


Colt); 7, Erhard Dahm/Tom 
Grimshaw (Jeep Wagoneer); 8, 
John Smiskol/Carol Smiskol 


(Datsun 510); 9, Gee Henderson. 
Ken Pogue (Jeep Cherokee): 10, 
Jean-Paul Perrusse/ John Belle: 
eur (Fiat 128), 


World Cup Rally: the Ford-loaned Escort RS2000 Jim Gavin and Henry 


will use, the “road 


Liddon are using to recce the route. Stopped here on a plain the rally 
here being 10 miles wide. 


Now DTV forums are 


On Wednesday, February 13, at 
G. N. (Croydon) Limited, 380 
London Road, Croydon, Surrey, 


there will be a Dealer Team 
‘Vauxhall Sport Night forum pre: 
ceded by racing and rallying 
films, together with a display of 
DTV race and rally cars. The 
forum will consist of Barrie 
‘Williams, race and rally driver, 
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on the way. . . 


who is also DTV  Sportpart 
Manager for G. N. (Croydon) 
Limited; Gerry Marshall, DTV's 
chief ‘racing driver: "Chris 
Coburn, responsible for DTV rally 
activities and Will Sparrow, DTV 
rally driver. Admission is free— 
‘a cash bar will operate and every- 
one is welcome from the revised 
published time of 7 pm onwards. 


Poole dominates the Irish scene 


Rallying in the Republic of Ire- 
land Ginished with the last round 
of the National Championship 
for the Shell-BP trophies last 
December 1/2 with the running 
of the Midland MC event, and 
since then it has been a bleak 
time indeed with only’ a few 
off-road events being allowed 
under the RIAC’s ban on motor 
sport, which is likely to affect 
rallying for several months and 
has already resulted in the 
cellation of all championship 
events during January and 
February, including the STP 
Galway ‘International scheduled 
for February 8-10. Unless 
there is a spectacular {mprove- 
ment in petrol supplies, the 
Benson & Hedges Circult of Ire- 
land International is unlikely ¢o 
go ahead at Easter. 

" ‘and/or stage rallying 
is drastically curtailed, or even 
continues to be banned as at 
present, rally enthusiasts will be 
hard hit indeed—just at a time 
when Southern Ireland could 
boas: of quite a variety of 
powerful rally winning machin- 
ery with particularly big interest 
in stage rallying. 

‘The current position is that 
the RIAC will allow racing and 
speed events on a restricted 
basis, providing there is a 20 
per cent cut in petrol consump- 
tion over previous year's events, 
but rallying is still “off” ag the 
moment, It should be possible to 
Tun some stage events on private 
land and perhaps rallycross, but 
while such events have | not 
Proven popular in the past at 
Teast they would keep the inte- 


rest up until full-scale rallying 
can again be resumed. 
‘Of the National Raily Cham- 


plonship, Arnie Poole emerged a 
Clear-cut winner with 66 points, 
to make it two In a row for 
BMW, for the 1972 series went 
to Eamonn Cotter, another BMW 

Cotter won the opening 
the co-promoted TDC/DU 
xt" Boren Rally, while 
‘went out with damaged 
Suspension. Poole made 


front 
amends by taking the Leinster 


MC “Tudor Rose” Hellfire from 
the Escort pair of Robert Ma- 
harry and Greg O'Gorman; but 
he was only fifth in the Aer 
Lingus MC Jumbo, behind the 
Escorts of Billy Coleman, Noel 
Smith, Cotter's BMW and Gerry 
Forde’s Ford, He was fifth again 
in the Galway MC “Harp 
Lager,” behind O'Gorman, Dickie 
O'Brien (Cooper S), John’ Farrell 
(Escort GT) and Maharry in a 
Clan Crusader. 

‘Only seven crews finished the 


Limerick MC “Shells” Thomond, 
with Poole claiming second to 
John Keating (Escort) and losing 
by only 4/5 as a result of his 
navigator Kenny Johnston 
Wrong-slotting at the end of a 
stage—a costly error that was to 
lose the mavigator's title for 
Kenny! Third in the penultimate 
round, the Munster Club's “Fit” 
Cork 20, sponsored by the Good- 
year remoulds subsidiary, gave 
Amie the title, On their home 
ground Munster crews Ger Buck- 
ley and John Keating in Escorts 
scored a popular 1-2. The final 
round, the Midland MC event, 
was reduced in length on 
account of the energy crisis and 
was run off in tough conditions 
of snow and ice. Dickie O'Brien/ 
Derek Johnston won this event 
for the third year running over 
their home territory, with ¢he 
Poole/Kenny Johnston combina- 
tion slotting into second spot. 
Poole’s rally car is a leftshand- 
drive BMW 2002, chat originally 
came to Ireland’ in full racing 
trim, imported by Tim Jobling: 
Purser, Arnie's brother-in-law, 
former director of Motor Import 
Ltd, BMW concessionaires in the 
Republic, who now resides in 
Newcastie-on-Tyne. The car 
sported Schnitzer mods and 
appeared in Group 5 trim in 
English racing in the hands of 
Arnie and his brother Alec, 1969 
RAC British Saloon Car Cham- 
driving a litre Arden 
However, Arnie wrote the 
a result’ of running out of 
Park in 


pion, 
Mint 


“the only decent thing to do was 
to buy the wreck!" He rebuilt it 
completely, using a new shell 
fand today Jittle remains of the 
original 

‘Aged 27, Arnie competed in 
test trials ‘while still at school, 
and in 1965 he won the Kings- 
‘way Trophy handicap in an MG 
Midget at Dublin's Phoenix Park. 
While serving his apprenticeship 
at British Leyland, or BMC as it 
was at that time, and with the 
famous Comps Dept at Abing- 
don, he did quite a lot of circuit 
racing in assorted Spridgets on 
English circuits, as well as the 
‘occasional outing back home at 
the wheel of Alec's famous rac; 
ing Wolseley Hornet. 


In the 1970 Gallaher Circuit 
of Ireland, Arnie won his class 
with a Group 1 Mini-Cooper S; 
and the following year he rallied 
a very quick Cooper S, before 
concentrating on driving and 
sorting the BMW, which he gave 
its rally debut in mid-1972. 


Irish National Rally Champion- 
ship for Irish Shell and BP Tro- 


phies, 1973. Drivers: 1, Arnie 
Poole (BMW. 2002), 66 "points ; 
2, Dickie O'Brien’ (13 Mini 


Cooper S), 58; 3, Paddy McGuire 
(Ford Lotus-Cortina), 50; 4, 
Robert Maharry (Ford Escort RS/ 
Clan Crusader), 47; 5, Eamonn 
Cotter (BMW-Alpina 2002), 38; 
6, John Farrell (Ford Escort GT), 
32; 7, John Keating (Ford Escort 
RS), 29; §, Sue Sinclair (BMW 


2002 Tii), 29; 9, Greg O'Gorman 
(Ford Escort T/C), 28; 10, John 
Tansey (Ford Escort RS/BMW- 
Alpina 2002), 28; 11, Billy Cole- 
man (Ford Escort RS), 24; 12, 


Noel Smith (Ford Escort RS), 
24. 

‘Navigators: 1, Derek Johnston, 
67; 2, Kenny Johnston, 66; 3, 


Frank’ O'Donoghue, 62; 4, Leo 
‘Whyte, 54; 5, Paul Phelan, 51; 
6, Jim O'Brien, 34; 7, Christy 
Farrell, 32; 8, Nicky Condon, 29. 
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Correspondence 


Karting affected too 


I would like to put over my case as competi- 
tion licence holder 05096 and in this capacity 
reveal the situation in the realms of karting. 

First, the good karting enjoys a large fol- 
lowing of competitors, catered for by a fair 
number of meetings. The average competitor 
can race at least two or three times a month. 
‘These meetings range from closed to inter- 
nationals, many of which have a fairly gener- 
ous prize fund, 

‘There Is an active kart committee, at which 
representatives of the clubs present their case 
to the RAC. The RAC representatives are, 
themselves, connected with the sport. 

Ata recent sitting of this committee the 
form of the British Championships was dis- 
cussed and decided upon with a minimum of 
fuss, The regulations for the most subscribed 
to class, 210 Villiers, are currently being 
amended’ to the benefit of the competition in 

rms of added reliability, possibly lower costs 
‘and with an increase in power, This all being 
achieved with a minimum of disruption as 
very few people will be left with outdated 
machinery and some will even find they now 
have legal machinery | 

This brings my first moan, As these amend 
ments are going on at this moment, I hope 
the RAC will take note of this week's Purely 
Personal and send the amended regulations to 
competitors before April 1, when they come 
Into force, as many people who have already 
received their "Blue Books” will not have 
these new regulations. 

With any luck the RAC are having “Blue 

ks printed with the new regulations, be- 
‘cause my international licence arrived together 
with @ note saying that a‘ Blue Book" would 
be sent when they arrived from the printers, 

My next moan applies just as much to cars 
as karts, 

‘The average life of a good helmet is thrs 
years or more, barring accidents, s0 why 
the BS1869 helmet only one more year to 
live, thus making the people who have bought 
869 helmet 


‘old one has given reasonable service. Why 
could we not have been warned of this lai 
January giving a bit more time to save enough 
pennies to buy a supposedly superior helmet. 

I say supposedly because in a vast majority 
of cases a Bell Star will give no better pro- 
tection than an integral ‘helmet conforming 
to BS1869. I agree that in an open competi: 
tion car, karts especially, an open helmet 
without facial protection is not very desirable 
whether it is made in America or Carlisle ! 

May I just add that unless there Is total 
ban on Motor Sport, the fuel crisis will have 
Next to no effect on us as my kart, typical 
of many others, only uses one gallon of fuel 
er meeting at ‘the most! 


Caannnoox, Kent. ‘Tim RaNDELL. 


Rallying and... 


What on earth is an ordinary competition 
licence holder to make of the present system 
of government of Motor Sport? I read in the 
magazines last week that the RAC held a 
meeting at which it sought to express. its 
views to members of the motoring press. If 
what was printed as a result is correct, the 
system of government is more confused ‘than 

I am interested in rallies and want my 
sport back again. The RAC say they plan to 

ply for the ban to be lifted. They say that 
negotiations with Ministry cfficials are 
delicate and infer that negotiation is not for 
the uninitiated. Then they say we should 
write to our MP's if we are not happy. 

‘The RAC were apparently asked whether 
the Motor Sport Division would pursue a 
campaign which would be in the interests of 
the sport, if that campaign would be against 
the interests of the Club itself. They said this 


“a 


situation can never arise, or at least has not 
yet arisen. Why. therefore, does the RAC 
jctively (and laudably) promote all manner of 
‘campaigns in the interest of ordinary motor- 
ists, but never in the sole interests of sporting 
motorists? 

The RAC have, I gather, a Press Office. 
Judging by the frequency with which spokes. 
men for the RAC are quoted in the ordinary 
press it publicises news about the Club it- 
Self, about its touring services and its break- 
down services very well. How is it the ordin- 
ary competition licence holders do not hear 

bout the Motor Sport Division and its plans, 
decisions and developments? 

Rallymen have problems of their own to 
face at the moment, and what rallying needs in 
order to deal with them is proper control. 
When we see in the RAC the muddled think: 
ing that came out of the recent meeting 
what hope have we of any sport at all? At 
least in the parliamentary system there is 
another party able to represent an alternative 
view and act as watchdog, and at least the 
governing party Is forced to explain its 
intentions regularly. In Motor ‘Sport we are 
helplessly in the hands of people who are not 
in control, yet who think they are. 

Woxine, SURREY. D. T. Suenos. 


- the industry suffering 


Further to Alan Minshaw’s letter (Aurosrort, 
January 24), I heartily agree with all his 
comments, 

Not only has the “Competitions Industry 
(and it |s an industry) suffered on the home 
market have people considered the effects of 
our export markets of which rallying helps to 
contribute towards, 

Why are so many overseas organisers 50 
keen to offer special deals to British entrants 
for their events?—because the UK is one of 
the leading coumtries in the knowledge, know- 
how and expertise of competitive rallying 

‘As an employee and driver (sponsored car) 
for one of England's biggest Rallye Sport 
dealers 1 too feel the financial pinch, 

Get your finger out, RAC 
New ASH Green, Ken. 


Ford stamina 


1 feel I have to write to you concerning BMW 
withdrawing from European G2 Touring Car 
racing next year. In the September 6 issue of 
your magazine we read Graham Robson com- 
plaining we have too much of Ford in motor 
sport, at least Ford persevered in G2. I 
year even though BMW held the upper hand 
midway through the season with thelr homlo- 
logation specials. 

‘Now the “shoe is on the other foot" so to 
speak and BMW are champions and Ford the 
challengers with the RS3100 Capri, BMW 
decide they cannot afford to continue in G2 
but will remain in F2 with March and Sur- 
tees, proving, as Dave Brodie once said 
In your column, “anyone can do a BMW 
for one year” but when the odds seem to be 
‘against them it seems that they lack the 
courage that only Ford seem to possess. 
Lonpox, SW15. Jory O'BRIEN. 


PETER WATSON, 


Give the money to 
the marshals who work 


After reading the letter concerned _with 
marshals’ training, that appeared in AUTOSPORT 
Ganuary 10), I feel that I must put pen to 
Paper and ask, who does Mr Non-BMRMC 
member think marshals the Race of Cham- 
pions, the British GP at Brands and largely 
At Stiverstone and also this year the .BA 
1000 kms? The BRSCC_ So why give all the 
money to one club that does not even do these 
big_meetings? 

‘The majority of marshals who turn out for 
all the meetings held at Brands Hatch are 
BRSCC marshals. All meaning from the GP 


editoris not bound to agree with readers'opinions 


down to the club meetings 
If a fund is going to be set up, it should 
be shared out to all the clubs that have 
marshals with the majority of the money 
going to the clubs that hold the majority of 
meetings, and whose marshals do the most 
meetings 
If this is not workable then have just one 
band of marshals for each circuit, but please 
have experienced marshals, not marshals that 
do one or two meetings a’ year. 
East Motesey. R. V. Gowen, 


SuperVee has’ already 
taken over from F3? 


We've heard it before and tan 
(Avrosrorr, January 10) asks yet 
“Where does F3 go from here ?” 

There is a need for a junior international 
formula, he complains, and to be successful, 
ft must be established throughout Europe 
with races having 100-plus entries, Monaco 
type prestige events, financial reward, and It 
must attract the up-and-coming drivers, 

Phillips goes on to warn that If F3 becomes 
a wholly national formula, then it has no 
future, 

And he's dead right—because it hay been 


Phillips: 
gain 


replaced. No room. There's an already est- 
ablished totally European formula with inter- 
national championships and World. Cups 


holding top line events, offering plenty of 
money to boot, attracting large entries and 
providing absolutely fabulous" motor racing. 
entertainment—just like the old F3 days, 

It's called SuperVee—don't let us make the 
mistake of Ignoring It 

Jonny Morison. 

Goowwoon, Sussex. 


Don't take the 
Mick, Marshall! 


1 was disappointed to see your magazine 
lower its standards by publishing Gerry 
Marshall's discrediting remarks usually 


reserved for that well known comic magazine, 

When Gerry Marshall personally is respon- 
sible for the finance, maintenance and repairs 
of the cars he drives he will not only have 
more respect for them (putting rods through 
blocks, bending his car on the slowing down 
lap, nudging, etc), but will reabise that to 
win one must be there when the flag drops, 


Perhaps he too could have two major 
championship titles 
Daaycorr, Densy. Mick Hitt. 


PS. So far as I am concerned this corres- 
pondence is now closed, 


No 1 for constructor, 
not for driver 


It seems G. Fitch does not study Fi raciny 
As if he did he would have known that JPTL 
won the constructors’ championship of 1973. 
In Argentina all the cars carried the num. 
bers in which the teams finished in the con- 
tructors’ championship 1973. Go on, Ronnie, 
carry No 1 as you drive the car that won the 
championship. 

If Mr Fitch can cemember back to the 1971 
‘season. Fittipaldi carried No 1 at Monaco, 
France and Britain ; Hill No 1 at the Race of 
‘Champions ; and Stewart at the GKN meeting. 
Where was the respect for Jochen at the 
above F1 races. Stewart has now retired. If Mr 
Fitch would like to meet-me he can at any 
meeting at Brands in the Bookshop. 
RaiNHam, Kent. Jom A. Mace. 
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NEW 
CARS 


There is no doubt that BMW have chosen 
‘exactly the right moment for the introduction 
of their 525, Petrol shortages and speed limits 
have tarnished the glamour of the 7-litre 
super-cars, yet the man who Is accustomed to 
driving the best will never willingly tolerate 
a. 4-cylinder thumper, even in the sacred name 
‘of economy. He will be delighted to find that 
the BMW 525 is just as refined as the most 
luxurious monster, has all the performance 
that he dare use, but consumes three-star 
petrol at 34 mpg when driven at a constant 
50 mph. 


Smooth and 


By JOHN BOLSTER 


The 525 has the same 4-door bodyshell 
as the 520, into which the 2.5-litre 6-cylinder 
engine drops easily—not surprisingly, as the 
‘car was originally designed with the bigger 
unit in mind, The difference is even greater 
than would be expected and whereas 1 was 
‘a wee bit disappointed with the 520, the 525 
is a charmer. The 4-cylinder model goes well 
enough but its acceleration is perhaps not 
quite up to BMW standards, while the 6- 
Sylinder feels really lively and is incomparably 
more refined. 

‘Smoother and quieter than BMW's own 
3-litre engine, the smaller unit nevertheless 
pushes the lavishly equipped saloon along at 
120 mph and ie spins up to 6000 rpm on the 
gears without a tremor, 60 mph in second and 
90 mph in third being indicated. 

T only drove the car for one day and had 
no chance to try it fully laden, but with just 
the driver aboard it handled extremely well 


silent 525 


‘There is very little roll on corners and under- 
steer is moderate, though gale-force winds 
Go tend to deflect the car from its course at 
over 100 mph. The steering is quite light and 
has strong. self-centring—incidentally, the 
column is instantly adjustable for length and 
the seat can be ilted as well as slid back and 
forth. A very tall driver might ask for a bit 
more leg room. 

The independent four-wheel _ suspension 
gives a very comfortable ride, and the plain 
Interior of earlier BMWs has been replaced by 
2 more luxurious treatment. The brakes are 
powerful and an emergency stop on a wet 
Poad caused no drama. The quiet engine is 
matched by low levels of road and wind 

"At just over £4000, the 525 will be beyond 
the reach of many people who would like to 
‘own it. However, there will be quite a large 
demand from men who are forsaking the 
12 mpg V8 class of car. can assure them that 
they will enjoy this medium-sized quality 
tar very much and they may well find that it 
has advantages over more unwieldy vebicles 
This is certainly the most refined car that 
BMW have yer produced and I look forward 
to my full-length road test, 


i> 
Ra 
NG 


Cutaway view above shows engine installation and all-coil suspension. Below 
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‘Attractively proportioned body with large glass area. 
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Purely personal 


“Competitors give 
SH their all in racing, 
}) and there can be 
nothing more frus. 
trating to feel that 
despite that ‘all.’ 
it is being thwarted 
by a competitor 
who is simply be- 
ing dishonest.” 


BOB CONSTANDUROS 


The idea of an association holding a p 
day to enlighten the press as to the capa>ili~ 
tles of the cars raced under the segis of that 
Organisation Is one that is fairly new. Ian 
Phillips described the happenings ar the day 
held by the Clubmans’ Register, and last 
year I described the events at the 750 Motor 
Club's trials day which was held: about ten 
months ago, The club are really very good 
about such days, for not only do they hold 
the trials day, but also allow us journalists 
to sample cars contesting their racing for 

"Towards the end of last year, in 
Conjunction with BP who had sponsored’ the 
Super Visco F1200 championsiip, they held 
an F1200 press day at Brands Hatch. 

‘The day wasn't really conducive for driving 
unknown cars, and the trepidation of owners 
towing thelr precious cars to avery damp 
Brands must have been considerable. After 
all, the idea is law cost motor sport, and to 
Face a competitive car and still mot to spend 
too much money is not too easy, and I know 
a lot of hard work goes into the preparation 
‘Of the cars in the formula, Such cars repre: 
Sent lots of time and affection (at times, 
Uubually just before a race), so the thought of 
having a lot of relatively uninvolved journal- 
ists playing with your toy in rotten condi- 
tions when even you would be wary of 
driving it on the track must be pretty 
horrific, Anyway, they all turned up, and 1 
would thank them now for doing s0. 

Not only were the owners a bit wary, but 
so was this journalist. However, as proceed 
Ings progressed I took to the track, but not 
bofore having had a most interesting time 
watching another driver. As is common with 
these press days, the 750 Motor Club had 
asked a well-known driver ¢o come along and 
enjoy the driving as well and to compare 
points of construction and in some cases, 
times with the drivers. David Purley very 
kindly came along to the 750 Club's day 
and his comments on some of the cars was 
well worth noting. Perhaps the most unfortu 
nate was the way he wielded the fast U2 of 
a front-running F1200 competitor. Having 
beaten the drivers’ fastest time in similar 
conditions by 2s, he pitted to inquire of the 
driver if it had been in an accident! Back to 
the drawing board! 

David also tried both Mike Taylor's 
Tetranychus Telarius and Bill Cooper's Hair 
Superstar Special, and it was interesting to 
note that he considered the latter to have 
the greatest potential, despite its relative 
lack ‘of success. Poor Bill then had it con: 
firmed what he knew all along, driver trouble 

‘My own escapades on the damp track were 
fairly limited, but I drove so slowly in my 
first’ car that Andrew Armstrong. kindly 
offered his beautifully prepared U2 Mk 6/8 
to me, obviously convinced that it could 
come fo no harm in the hands of such a 
slow drivér, The U2 was up for sale at £500 
and seems to represent very good value for 
money at that price. I thought that the 1200 
and 1300 engines in these cars would be 
fairly peaky with a narrow rev band, but al 
the cars that I tried could have easily been 


driven by most of my aunts without any 
trouble. In fact I probably drove slower In 
that car than I did in my road car, and yet 


it all seemed very easy with no. really 
worrying moments despite the damp track. 
The engines didn't oil up nor were they at 
all tricky, while there was no looseness in 


handling and the cars were entirely predict- 
able. 

The formulae run by the 750 Motor Club 
have always been attractive to me, and more 
so to my bank manager, and with the vast 
number of races on tracks around the coun. 
try, Including of course a good chance of 
long thrash around. Silverstone during the 


Six-Hour Relay Race held by the clu, if one 
is worthy of entry into a team. It would 
appear to be an excellent way to get. int 


racing, and events like the relay would 
represent more value for money than almost 
any other club racing event in the entire 
calendar, The low cost angle is reduced by 
the sponsorship of championships, money 
from the sponsorship going towards cutting 
entry fees’ rather than prizes. It seems the 
ideal way for the impecunious to go mote 
racing. but as with all formulae, life at 
Is tough 


Special saloons safe? 


1 don’t want to be a killjoy, but 1 think one 
or two words on the future special saloon car 
is due, It to the “funny car 


we whereby some of the cars are shells 
of the models seen every day on the street 
with roll cages. Then the similarty stops 
abruptly and what comes next, is 10 me, the 


erux of the matter. Suspension is being 
seconded from Formula 1 cars downwards 
through the formulae. Engines range, as 
everyone must know, from 7 litres down. 
wards through FS000 engines so. the whole 
aspect Is really a funny car, the exterior 
being the only similarity. Hefore we get a 
spate of letters fram people using original 
parts, let me say that not all cars are so 
bu 

‘These cars are possibly faster than Group 


2 cars seen around the circuits and powered 


by much larger engines, thus able to £0 
considerably faster, and, sadly, in turn, have 
larger accidents. The fastest will be almost a 
quick as F500 cars but without the strengt 


One of the more sturdy cars—and drivers 
fs sturdy in the event of the worst happening? 


of a monocoque to protect the driver, and 
the thought of one of these monsters having 
an accident at high speed is one that I really 
don’t relish. However, the drivers know what 

re doing, and in many cases, are very 
xperienced. All luck to them and the 


FF future 


1 hope Stuart Turner's comments at Ford's 
recent conference on Formula Ford heartened 
all Formula Ford competitors who have felt 
they were wronged by the engine of another 
competitor during the last season. The num- 
ber. of competitors in this formula must 
surely be of some Influence in Ford's deci- 
sion to police the formula strongly in 1974, 

‘On this subject, perhaps it is Interesting 
to note that the one constructor who eame 
Im for stick from scrutineers during the '73 
season considers that he has been $0 
Wronged that he Is no longer interested in 
the formula in this country. 1 wonder how 
many competitors feel that this attitude is 
the right one. A considerable number of 
drivers feel, I'm sure, that he has done #0 
much harm to the formula that they'd rather 
see the back of the company anyway. 

My own view is, of course, that first, 

regulations should be clearly laid out and 
the rules are there in black and white and 
there is no grey. I don't recall such rules 
being disputed in the same way. thar the 
Monoposto regs were last year, Furthermore, 
uf anyone who has knowledge of the regs 
being broken In their own car, can only 
expect what Is coming to him, and to me, 
what's coming to any driver at the moment 
Is relatively little. Perhaps that's the reason 
for rules being broken? Competitors give 
thelr all in racing, and there can be nothing 
more frustrating to feel that despite thi 
“all” it is being thwarted by a competitor 
who is simply being dishonest. Let us hope 
that 1974 will see an end to most, i not all 
of the rule-flouting that has taken place 
during the past few seasons, and came to a 
ridiculous head in 1973, 
@ 1 was amused to see in my local 
a file entitled “The Great Petrol Farce. 
this mean that the petrol situation is not all 
i's cracked up to be? If so, please can we 
have our motor racing back? 


in special siloon car racing. Will the Ventora be 
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Sports extra 


Tony Harrise 
Pearce and Hurt, 


SPORTING TRIAL 


was left with a clear lead in the Kitching Trophy by the retirement of rivals 


Harrison’s Kitching by 33 points 


Transmission failures. suffered by his” tw 
clesest rivals left Tony Harrison the comfort 
fable winner of the Kitching Trophy on Sun. 
day, "This sporting trial organised by 

North Midland Motor Club is run over wild. 
desolate hills overiooking the Snake Pass and 
Lady Bower Reservoir, providing some of 1 

best natural terrain in which the sport is 
currently fun, Although in the past both the 


Weather and the organisation of the event 
have left something to be desired, this year 
saw a marked improvement in both directions. 


‘A dozen sections sprawled across the rocks 
J stunted follage of the site providing the 
‘drivers ‘with ample opportunity to demon: 


te their skills over the treacherous, damp 
ft surprising! ¢ event qualifies 
for both RAC BTRDA. Cham 


pionship points, most of the leading pro: 
tagon'sts were on hand and the proposed three 
rounds promised to be keenly disputed 
Speed hill. climber Tony Griffiths was ex 
pected to make his debut sharing Harrisons 
Kincraft but he failed to appear, whilst John 
Duncan must be unique amongst non-starters 
arriving at the site to find that he had for: 
gotten to replace the gear lever after working 
Tate on the transmission of the Gecko! 

The cars made thelr way to their different 
hills and were soan groping upwards with 
less confidence than a cursory inspection of 
the ground tempted them to expect. That the 
trial was very much a “drivers” event was 
Soon apparent and It Was no surprise to find 
the three leading cars to be in the hands of 
Pearce, Harrison and Hurt after the opening 
session. Jack Pearce had already been in 
trouble with his Kincraft when the revs 
soared to such a level that a couple of push 
fods became bent. Nothing daunted, the 
Renault engine was attacked with spanners. 
the offending rods rem 
replaced so that completion of the round could 
be assured 

‘Although Pearce had established a clear 11 
point advantage over the second placed man 
and 15 points over Lol Hurt (BMC Special), 
Ken Butterfield in fourth place was driving 
his Cannon with vigour to hold fourth spot 
only a further mark in arrears with Alan Bush 
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ho'ding a secure fifth spot in the Ford side- 
valved’ special which still belongs to Hurt 
Ivor Portlock (Dryad) and Colin Tayor (Can: 
non) could not be separated as they disputed 
sixth piace, although Taylor could soon have 
the mechanical advantage as his new mount 
is nearing completion. 

Round two was scarcely under way before 
a broken gearbox eliminated the leading car. 
Even before the field had realised that Pearce 
was missing fate struck yet again to sideline 
Hurt with a broken differential. In a matter 
of minutes the whole character of the leader 
board had changed. It was not only retire 
ments which raised a few eyebrows, Richard 
Allen drove the round of his life and with the 
joss of only 19 points (the lowest score te 
date) and leap-frogged the Cannon from 15th 
to third position’ 

Harrison's lead remained secure, but as 
driver yo-yoed up and down the board it was 

tlock who laid claim to second place, 
wagh the deficit was no less shan 23 at 
the time. Taylor's challenge was becoming 
more pronounced and with a score of 89 had 
Felegated Bush to fifth place. Whilst Butter- 
field remained in the hunt he came under 
nsiderable pressure from John Fack who 
had moved quickly through the field to share 
sixth place. The Fack family Cannon was, 
On this occasion, shared by brother Julian 
‘whose similar Imp-powered car is undergoing 
yet. more development involving a complete 
redesign of the rear end. Since this eflec. 
tively removes the last vestiges of “Cannon’ 
the vehicle will in future be re-named “Im- 
punity 

‘Yet. more changes were destined to con- 
fuse the leader board as the casual brush 
with markers sent cars skitt'ing to ignominy 
Harrison turned in yet another fine round. to 
maintain his lead, but the best round of the 
day, a loss of only 16 points by Dennis Allen 
in the Kincraft, restored parental authority and 
elevated him to a worthy sixth place. Both 
Taylor and Bush maintained th rective 
Challenges, but Portlock had a miserable 
round, dropping to eighth place behind Bill 
Evans whose sole claim to fame on the day 
lay in taking the Beva to the only recorded 
clear on the sixth section, final round. 


edited by Robert Fearnall 


For the first time for several trials two 
side-valve Ford-engined machines finished in 
the leading half dozen, the second being that 
of Don Williamson whose unflurried style was 
well suited to the surface, fifth overall being 
his worthy reward. A new car is currently 
under construction, but no amount of persua- 
sion could make Williamson reveal its motive 
power. 

Despite a disappointing final round by 
Richard Allen which dropped him to tenth 
place the family pulled off the team award, 
Reg filling 17th place. 


GEOFF HERRINGTON 


750 MC dates 
for 1974 


April 750 1200 4 
7 Lincoln & Cadwell Park x 


DMC 
750 Lydden xox x 
BRSCC inetterton x x 
BARC Llandow x x 
BARC ‘Oulton x x 
TEAC Lydden x a & 

Lydden * 
Silverstone x 
Silverstone xx 
Mallory x x 
Snetterton « x 
Castle Combe x 
Cadwell x x 

& Aintree CC Aintree x x 

16 750 Mallory x x 

30 BARC Liandow x x 

July 

7 BRSCC Croft x 

14 750 Lydden xox x 

21 BARC Cadwell x x 

28 BRSCC Snetterton xox x 

‘Aug. 

4) TEAC Lydden x x 

11 750 Snetterton x ox x 

18 750 Lydden xox x 

26 BARC Castle Combe x x 

26 BRSCC Snetterton x 

31 SUNBAC Silverstone x 

Sept. 

1 BRSCC Rufforth * 

& BRSCC Cadwell * 

21 Aintree CC Aintree x x 

28 Peterboro' Silverstone = xx 

29 BARC Mallory x 

Oct 

6 BRSCC Snetterton x 

13 W. Essex —_Lydden x x 

19 750 Silverstone  6-Hour Relay 


PROD CAR TRIAL 


MGCC in Ulster 


‘The MG Car Club recently ran the first event 
after the six-week voluntary ban enforced by 
the ANICC due to the fuel crisis. A produc- 
tion car trial, it was held on a hillside, and 
the going was very slippery. 

‘Overall winner was Lee Lucas in an 848 
Mini, but ‘brother Albert. put up best per- 
formance in a Mini 1275 GT, though this 
could not count for the overall as he was 
Using Ultragrip tyres. The front-engined rwd 
class went to the MG TC of Mike Armstrong, 
after a day-long battle with Mike Wilson 
(MG TF), In the engine-over-wheels class, Lee 
Lucas of course won, with the Renaults of 
Terry Ingles and Leslie Ardill taking the next 
two places. 
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Sports extra 


vin Pilling receives his cheque for winning the STP Pro Stock championship from Mrs Dave 
Lee Travis at the BDR & HRA’s function. STP's Bill Dunne looks on. 


At the NDRC’s annual dinner and dance a 

couple of weeks ago, Brian Bucknall, after 

his first year in drag racing with his Middle 

Street U2 took the VW Beetle presented by 

Clive Lanson Enterprises for winning the 

championship. Castrol/RAC winner 

10 on hand to take his 

ining the Junior Street title with 

his , after having recelved the RAC 
trophy at’ thelr dinner & few nights before. 

‘Among the other awards and trophies pre. 
sented was the Manufacturers’ Cup to BLMC 
for Winning the street car points race. This 
was accepted by Basil Wales of the BLMC 
Special Tuning department, who will probably 
be hard chased by Ford’ and Chrysler this 
year, 

Awards from Sperex and Formula One went 
to Joan Cheeseman and Dereck Benbow /John 
Fullerton, for best performance by a Indy 
driver and best turned out car and team 
respectively. Despite Roz Prior's late-season 
rise to fame, Joan has been a regular com. 
Petitor for some time now, while the injected 
Pontiac «dragster of Benbow and Fullerton 
is well known for its flawless construction, 
including a home-made injection system that 
includes thelr own cast manifolds 

For his equally impressive work on his 
156 mph 1300 cc dragster, John Whitmore 
took the Mechanic of the Year award, while 
Kevin Pilling took a special trophy for the 
‘most spectacular burn-outs of the Year with 
his Pro Stock Camaro, 

Following the NDRC’s dinner and dance, the 
BDR&HRA’s event was an even bigger 
success, with former Association chairman 


Drag dinner and dance presentations 


Brian Taylor doing an excellent job in host- 
ing the affair before handing over to the 
Hairy Monster from 200 miles up you know 
where, Among the many awards at this event 
were the Castrol Championship trophies to 
Dave Stone and Ray Hoare, and the STP 
awards and cheques to Kevin Pilling and 

‘Andrews, covering Top Comp, Top 
ster, Pro Stock and Top Street. Roz 
Prior was selected as the year's most excit- 
ing newcomer and came up with the quote of 
the evening as she collected her award by 
saying that “Dave does all the screwing 
T just push the pedal 

‘When things had settled down again, DLT 
took an award for the fastest time on a 
bicycle, while the Kelly Springfield Cup went 
to Nobby Hills and team for their unend- 

efforts in the furtherance of the sport 
ist_year. Apart from running the “Hound- 
dog” fueller with Mike Hutcherson driving, 
they also took on the STP funny car, & 
prodigious task by any standard, and after 
several disappointments, got it all together 
at the last meeting when Owen Haywood took 
the car to a 7.4 et 

‘This year, STP will continue to back the 
funny car, while the fueller as seen at the 
Showboat ‘will go into its third year on the 
trips. Future plans do include a new car 
which would be far more competitive, but like 
Priddie, this would depend on sufficient back- 
ing, and it certainly will not appear at an 
early date. 

STP are also stepping up their involvement 
in the sport with increased championship 
awards, details of which will be announced 
shortly. 


UAC regional Castrol quiz champions 


Automobile Club are once again 
Champions in the Northern treland region 
of the Castrol National Motor Club quiz 
They regained their title last week at the 
Woodlands Hotel, Lisburn, Co Antrim when 
six clubs met to’ compete’ in the quiz, 
Belfast, Bangor and Newtonards Motor 
Club, last year's semi-finalists, were defeated 
in the first round, along with Enniskillen 
Motor Club. 500 Motor Racing Club were 
knocked out by Ulster Automobile Club, with 
a record score of 1010 points, and Dungannon 
Motor Club went down to Omagh Motor Club. 
Donald Grieve, Richard St John Young 


8 


and Michael Wylie, the three-man team from 
Ulster, were on top form and had no diffi- 
culty in defeating last year’s Regional Cham- 
pions, Omagh Motor Club by 970 points to 
460 points in the semi-finals, 

UAC who have already won a cash prize 
and silver tankards, Will now journey. to 
Preston on March 8 to take part in the Inter 
Area Finals against the Northern, North East 
& Cumberland and Lancashire regions. 

370 motor clubs have entered the Castrol 
quiz this year, and the first prize at the finals 
in April will ‘be £250, 


Hinde cleans 14 

RAC Production Car Trials champion Mike 
Hinde Journeyed trom Rhyl to Newent, 
Gloucestershire, last Sunday “with bis 
championship-winning. Clan ‘Crusader to win 
the Ross & District MC trial by a handsome 
margin. On the 21 sections he dropped only 
Zi marks and cleaned 14 sections 

‘An entry of 34 was split into five classes 
and the best struggle was. among the. rear 
engined competitors. where John. Hannis put 
ina blistering finish to take the class by 
two marks, Hannis, in his Imp, trailed Martin 
Termain and ‘Reg’ Brownsey, both in Imps, 
for most of the day. After the first tour of 
the seven sections he was a mark down on 
the other pair who were tied on 19 marke and 
at the completion of the second tour he. w 
Stl third two behind. Termain. ‘He blast 
through to take ‘the class. though fnishi 
with 70 marks lost with Termain on 72 marks 
{ind Brownsey fading to 74 marks, 

Peter Davies (Mini) took the FEFWD class 
by four marks from Les Williams, also In 8 
Mini with Barry Brandon (Austin i100) some 
way behind in third. In. the conventional 
falgon ‘class Jim Loveday opened. up a nine 
mark lead In the first round over Ammur Hutt 
in iis Popular. Hutt maintained his challe 
on the second to the Mexico man and In a 
fighting ‘finish Huet reduced the gap to only 
six marks, Loveday Anishing with 100 marks 
Keith Willmott, in’ another Pop, was third on 
113 marks 

Only three cars entered the sports car 
ciaes, 8 pair of Dellows and a Morgan 4/4 
Victor "wax the club” president, “Richard 
Andrews (Dellow), on 79 ‘marks and he wi 
handsomely ahead ‘of Martin Webb. in the 
other Dellow leaving Mike Wyatt five marks 
down on Webb with 113: marks, Six- entries 


in the Specials class were led home by Rod- 
ney Green in his RGS with 48 marks while 


Frank Noble and Steve Davies shared their 
eporting trials Cannon into second and third 
with 69 and 72 marks respectively 


Benson at Wadhurst 
Most of the leading contenders in the 750 
MC Sporting Trials Championship were among 
the 28 starters at last’ Sunday's Coomber 
Trial arranged by the club's Tunbridge Wells 
Centre at Wadhurst, near Tunbridge Wells. 
Sticky conditions on the well known site 
made sure that none of the seven sections 
was going to be cleaned with regularity and 
in the three rounds there were some very 
igh scores. . 

Overall winner was John Benson from 
Wootton, Bedfordshire, with his JAB Special, 
who led home 17 other entrants in. the 
national trials formula class. He dropped 109 
marks to beat Colin Walker (Mudsport 73) 
by eight marks while Chris Highwood (Can- 
non) and Gordon Jackson (Ibex) finished 
second and third in the class. Jackson had 
been down among the midfield runners for 
most of the day but recovered on the last 
tour. 

Tn the 950 Formula class, for which only 
four cars turned out, Bill Hicks was 
triumpham by four marks. In his Trialmaster 
Hicks dropped 158 marks to the 162 of John 
Packham in his Gildersieeve while J. Brookes 
(Austin Clag) unfortunately more than lived 
with the name of his car and dropped 191 
marks ¢0 be third, 

In the 750 Formula class, for which there 
were six entries, the Austin Egg of Colin 
nsom had a day long dice with the C.D. 
Special of John Reynolds before running out 
victor by six marks, Sansom dropped 167 
marks, Reynolds finished on 173 marks and 
Fee In BE 
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GRAND PRIX METALCRAFT LTD—ARTISTS IN ALUMINIUM 


As well as items illus- 
trated we specialise in 
aluminium bodies, mono- 
coque chassis and 
custom-made fuel and oil 
twe\ wane €2 | ranks, aerofoils, NASCAR 
Y Sgaiion toamtties wei tank. £2859 | ye) churns, swirl pots, 


2-3 Thane Works, | St, “nese cer eros 
Thane Villas, Kipes oti welding) ‘are 

sheet metalwork. We 

London N7. have the facilities to 


F2 loam-tilied and Atlantic tear wins 
‘djustavie reer fap. E38. 


repair ke of 
Telephone: 609 0384 | Chassis “ar shore notice. 
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PAUL HAYWOOD LTD. 


160-166 Coventry Road 
Bulwell, Nottingham 


December 1972 (L Reg). Finished in deep metallic maroon with cream hide ui 
Quadraphonic stereo/radio. HRW. Pirelli VR tyres. Regular serv) 


excess of £12,000. Very realistically priced at £8. 


1973 ESCORT MEXICO 


Black with gold coachline, black cloth 


interior. Custom pack, hrw, map light, 
Cibie headlamps, RS alloy road wheels, 
low profile ‘tyres. 12,000 miles. 


£1150 ono 
Tel.; Yatley 871801 evening. 


1972 SUPER SPORT 
CAPRI 3000E 


White, red coachline with black, vinyl coot 
1d stinroof. Fitted with over €400 of 


miles “only. from new. 
has been fastidious a 
pany director regardies 


PRICE £1,395 


or would accept E-Type in exchange, 


iP cena arranged. 
-oae work, 


AUTOMOBILES 


FERRARI DAYTONA 365 GTB4 


pholstery. 1 owner. 14,000 miles. Fitted air conditioning, 
by Maranello. As new condition throughout: Would cost new Ih 
900 


Tel : Nottingham 271443/74174 


Lowdham 2657 


VICTORIA MOTORS 
(ST. ALBANS LTD.) 


BENTLEY CONTINENTAL SI 


Titled owner. Twin headlamps. 
Conversion. Power hood. Park Ward 
body. £4250 ono. 


Tel : St Albans 58270 


MALCOLM KAY OFFERS 


Daimler Soveréign. 70. 4.2. Auto. 
PAS. HRW. Radio. Low mileage 
£2195 
TR6. 70. White. O/d. W/w. 23,000 
miles. Spotless 
Capri 2000 XLR. Auto. White. “ eer 
11,000 miles. 1 lady owner. Radio, 
and all extras £1175 
GT6. 67. Navy. Excellent throughout 


5 
Citroen GS Club. 72L. Pale blue. 
Excitingly economical £825 
Cortina 1300. 71. 2-door. Sparkling 
condition £545 
Full race 1300S lightweight. 
‘See Racing Cars. 
Tel : 01-204 4565 
HP. PART EXCHANGE WELCOMED 


STITT SLOAN MARSHALL 
SMG “caraces 


The SPORTSCAR specialists 


nt Scimitar GTE, Overdrive. No. 
m Radio/eteres, "28,000 


108, MOB, Rosdater. White 


ual extras oe Baa 


1973 BMW 2002. Sliver. Alloy wheels sto, 
3,000 “miles only ease 


1068, Teiumph, Spitire I. White, Over 
recent ars 


56-58 Barnes High Sireet, SW13 
Sales : 01-876 9245 
Works : 01-876 9131 


For further information on inserting 


advertisements on these pages 


Ring: 01-636 3600 
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The Lotus blooms and 
vrooms in Cambridge 


NEW CARS 

Now Lotus Europa S-speed from 

Lotus §130/6, In Sabie, HRS, radio. From 
Now Lotus §130/8. In purple. HRS. radio. F 


PREVIOUSLY OWNED 


1871 1K), Europa TC. Metalic bive, Tinted 
‘alloy whee! 


1000 Europe 82, Bermuda yeliow, black 


1971 Elan Sprint DHC. Gold 
1971 Elan Sprint DMC. Gold 


£1198 
1310 
1996 


“ome 


‘tiazs, 


izes 


Toot, radio. cartndge 
miles. Finiahi 


Eri¢ Sayer, (Cambridge, Sports Cars), Ltd, 
j0-12 High Street, Fulbourn, Cambridge. 


Tel: Cambridge 880711. 
Lotus and Mazda main deal 
Open all week except Sunday. 


Racing and Competition Cars 55-60 


ON THE BORDERS OF 


SSGT pucks AND BERKS 


LoTus SINETTA SCIMITAR 


021-772 2570 OFFICE 0564 823575 EVENING 


Autosport Marker Place 60-63 


wasenee CARI eee 


0 Fors torus ano a 


Alan Foster's 73 Group One 
MARINA 1.8 COUPE. Now 
offered in full raceworthy condi- 
tion for ‘74 season, together with 
many spares. Unblemished car in 
every respect £900 ono 


Leyland showrooms 
8 


GINETTA 
G12 


First registered 1973. 
Immaculate. Flame red, 
5-speed gearbox, 
spare engine, extras 
too numerous to list. 
0-60 4 secs. 


£1200 ono 


J 


May, 1973. 6000 miles only by one careful owner. 
Fitted all sensible extras, including overdrive, Turnlock 


radio, HRW, 


navy 


interior, cloth seats. Under 


manufacturer's warranty till May, 1974. £1500. 
Tel: Anne insole, 01-636 3600, office hours. 


CATERHAM CARS (LONDON) 
ay 


= 


JE7LTRE, + owner. Overdrive, radi 


142 FINCHLEY ROAD, NW3. Tol: 01-798 9659, 
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1969 LOTUS ELAN COUPE 


3. 2 owners. 


RAY POWELL LTD 
Tel : 01-539 5533 


Sell your sport 
and performance 
cars on these pages 


For further details 
ring 


01-636 3600 
Ext. 152 
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MAIN DISTRIBUTORS 
MASERATI | [Eames 
‘2. 8. GELDER AUTOMOBILES LTD \ 
INDY igen 
Naat ea cite 


Tol: Sheffield 53226 
GOOD SELECTION OF SECONDHAND SPORTS 


TRIUMPH GT6 MARK II 


1970, green, HRW. Radio, stereo. 5} Cos- 
mic fitted G800 185/70, MRS, year's Mot, 
taxed Feb, Many extras £760 ono. 


Tel: Warmister 4000 ext 7325 (working 
hours), or contact $./FGT Buckley, 
Sargeants Mess, School of Infantry, War- 
minster (after hours), 


1971 metallic blue, champagne. hide 
interior. 5-speed gearbox. Air conditioning | PERE EEr eer etr rT ry 
and refrigeration. Power steering. Tinted 


T. C. HARRISON LTD. fone, enna D. iB. MOTORS 


of Leicester 


HASSLE ST. 
NEWCASTLE UNDER LYNE £5,500 arae meee ssi te i a 
STAFFS Phebe Coat det TR eae 


‘Tot : 0533 834343 and 632534, Telex : 241071 
AMERICAN BF. Goodrich ROAD-RACE TYRES 


NORTH OXFORD 
GARAGE 


0782 614 631 MAIDENHEAD 27523 


New RS Models for immediate delivery 
CAPRI RS3100. White co List 
ESCORT FS2000. Choice st 


ESCORT MEXICO. Choice List 1973 3 LITRE CAE 


SELECTION FROM OUR USED STOCK 
1971 CAPRI 3000E. Blue. 1 owner 


Blac Gee ate 338 
1972 ESCORT SPORT. fed. Fitted eee OXFORD 59223/4 
oe Se tas ie eet es, 


nES100" or on'y 


1973 TRIUMPH -SPITFIRE. Red. 1 
‘owner, Under 11,000 miles £995 


1971 ROVER 2000 TC. White ... £1045 


Large stocks of Rallye Spor parts 
available. 


Rallye Sport servicing carried out by 


REEDS RALLYESPORT 
TORQUAY 


offer 


S trained staf sn our AS. work 
‘shops. 
The Wipac Mexico. First registered 
February 1973. 12,000 miles. Group 1 
rally cat @3 driven by Gillian Forteacu 
Thomas, in the Eacore Rally Chompign. 


Cod | 
BMW 2500 K REG | Jf seen secre, 1972 mexico, nace 


: 5 Blueprint engine. Ready to race. in 
Manual. 25,000 miles. PAS. Polaris 1974 Mexico series £1300 
silver, blue velour upholstery. HRW. hava ibeko suede: Mvima iad” Gad 
Radio and 8-track stereo. Mint 2400 nites) Fully prepared: or Grows 
condition, £1950. Full specication on request. Coat 
Tel : 01-736 7675 fie a 

1971 Mustang Mech 1. L Reg No July 
1872. Automatic, power steenng, radio, 
Kisber super wide oval tyres E1995 


FIAT 125 SPECIAL Tot: 0909-43433, ask for 


1972. 21,000 miles. 1 owner. Ivory ity A wos 
with brown cloth trim. 5-speed box, ‘ 
tow bar, 8-track stereo. Immaculate. Brien Hinchelite, 
£780 ono. 338 Torquay Road, Paignton, Devon 


Tel: Mike Gidden, 01-580 2866. Sins 


1973 MGB GT 


Lime flower. Cloth upholstery. 1 
owner. 13,000 recorded miles. Over- 
drive. in first-class condition. £1350. 


(Our coupe at the British Racing Mar 
‘eating at Silverstone) 


280 BANBURY ROAD, 
OXFORD 
AND COUPE SPECIALISTS 


Contact 


Cc. WESTELL 


7 Coupes at attractive prices 


‘A Chamonix CSL (M reg). 4,000 miles 
A Fiord (M reg) CSI, 4,000 miles, 

‘A Verona CSi (M 0g), 5,090 miles, 
(M 109) CSI in taige, 3,500 miles: 
S-titee CSI (M 199), turkis, 13,000 mit 


T.R.6 MAY, 1971 
Price £1100 


White. Overdrive. Convertible. 25,000 

miles only. In. marvellous condition 

throughout, including new tyres all round, 

and eight track stereo and radio. Reason 

RAY POWELL LTD, for sale expected addition to the family. 
rs 7mm jewcastle upon Tyne 

Tel: 01-808 7771. ‘oF Wylam 3432 (evening). 
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RENAULT 
17 TS 


1973. 30 _mpg/115 mph. 1565. 

injection, Sears, Electric windows 
Sites on front. 1650" 43 HAKAS 
Tinck interior. EVB7S 

‘Tel: Horley $536 evenings. 
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D and A AUTOS 


(Kingsbury) 


8-10 Slough Lane, Kingsbury. NW9 
(off Church Lane) 

1971 AUDI 100LS. Auto. 8-track stereo 

radio, many more extras. Faultiess 

condition £1350 


ser ROVER 200 Te, Lae ore, sa 
“la it 


1966 ROVER 2000. Dark green. Nice con 
dition. Stereo 8-track £485 


1969 MINI saloon de luxe. Black trim 
1000cc. Two owners. Excellent con. 
dition 


1969 MINI ESTATE. Ressonable condition 
for yeor £395 


Tel: 01-205 4296 
205 1136 


Also a regular supply of Bentley S1. S: 
§3. Available also, Rolls-Royces to order 
ail at competitive’ prices. 


LONDON ROAD MOTORS 


offer CARS OF DISTINCTION 
1970 ALFA ROMEO 1300 GT. 1 Jagy’ 
e098 


1970 LOTUS ELAN. Special equipment 


jel in red with black interior” Re 


ine overhaul. Offered at 11 
1974 SERIES RANGE ROVER. In Tuscan 
blue. Fitted radio, tinted glass all round, 


Tainated screen, hrw with rear wiper and 
Under 2,500" miles from ‘new. Our 
‘e3245 


1973 RANGE ROVER. Finished in Tuscan 
blue, Under 10,000 miles. Fitted radio-and 
towbar, Offered at 2845, 


1973 BMW 520 injection saloons. Choice of 
blue or red. Fitted usual. BMW extras. 
Approximate cost new today £4000, Our 


price 122095, 
1968 MERCEDES-BENZ 280SL. Fitted hard 
and 2 soft tops, auto, PAS, radio with’ 


electric aerial. Full service history. Offered 
ae £2798 


‘Terms and exchanges weleome. 


ALAN DOUBLE 


Telephone Peterborough (0733 67177) 
After hours Stamford 782816. 


Autosport Marker Place 60-63 


Tony Cosgrove 


R. PRATT LTD 


AAD JENSEN 262/270 High Street, Sutton, Surrey 
ROMEOTS HEALEY righton Rood 
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BELL & 
COLVILLLTD 


1972 Daimler Sovereign XJ6 42. Black 
with black interior. Auto. PAS. Radio. 
Headrests. Retrigeration. Door mirrors. 
Fog lights. Electric windows. Sundym 
glass. Chrome wheels. 16000 miles. 
‘Owned previously by @ member of the 
Royal Family. Serious offers invited for 
immediate sale. 


1971 Triumph Stag. Red. Auto. PAS. 
Radio. Hard top/soft top. HRW. New 
engine fitted recently by factory cost- 
ing over £500. Reduced to E1985 or 
will accept best offer over £1825 for 
ash deal or HP with no part 
‘exchange 


1973 Triumph TRE Mk I. In mimosa 
yellow with black interior, Overdrive. 
Wire wheels, Motorola. Radio. Chrome 
luggage rack. Wing mirrors, Air 
spoiler. Latest specification _ vehicle. 
One previous owner. Accept £1496 or 
£1398 for cash doal or HP with no 
part exchange 


Wi LovUs eLaw semint ONC. One owner 


1969 (G) Triumph GT6 Mk II, White 
with black interior. Magnesium alloy 
wheels and other extras. Good value 
at only £695, 


1967 Triumph TR4A IRS. White with 
red mask. Works hard top. Wire 
wheels. Radio. Soft top. Must be seen 
to be fully appreciated. Discernin 
buyer. Available for only £68) 


1973 (L) Capri 3000 GXL. Automatic 
£1699 


1973 Granada 3000 Saloon 
HRW. Silver, black vinyl roof 


Manual, 
£1650 


1973 Granada 3000. Auto. Estate car. 
In Burgundy red with tan interior. 
PAS. Radio. Fog lights Rear wiper and 
washer. HRW. Available immediately 
for only £2195 


01643 7557 


Marshall 
Wingfield Ltd 


856 Finchley Road, London NW1. 
Tel: 01-458 4204. 


LOTUS EUROPA 


+ sole E1650 


Tony. Tel: 021-777 1321 or 021-705 7908. 


Why not sell 
your sports car 


MANNS GARAGE 


CHIDDINGFOLD 


HAVE FOR SALE NEW 
FORD CAPAI 3100. In diamond white 
ROVER 3500S. in simond 

ROVER 35008, In fun 
Contact: David Kay & Holman Blackburn, 
"Tet: Wormiey. 2263, 


on this page. 
Tel: AUTOSPORT 
01-636 3600 
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4 different cence a 
make us different. 


Continental Tyres are fitted as standard to 
Mercedes, BMW, Audiand Volkswagen. That in 
itself is some recommendation. 

But then, we are Germany’s Number One 
Tyre, so you’d expect it to match some of the finest 
auto engineering in the world. 

Now it’s your turn. Because Continental 
Tyres fit all other makes of car too. Improving 
steering, braking, cornering, performance. At 
prices that won’t burn your pocket. 

So drive along to your local tyre dealer, ignore 
the substitutes, and insist on Continental. 

And see what makes us different. 


@ Ontinental Tyres 
The best range all It 
Continental Tyre & Rubber Co. Ltd., 
Ullswater Crescent, Marlpit Lane, Coulsdon, Surrey. 
Telephone: 01-668 2372 
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DAVID MORGAN 
reluctantly 


OFFERS FOR SALE 
CHEVRON B25 


Limited use only. Latest spec. 
£1500 of car spares. 10 spare wheels. 
FG400 gearbox, C/w gear ratios, 
numerous spares. : 
BDA exhaust systems F2/FA FG400 side plates and drive flanges 
1969 BEDFORD TRANSPORTER Ignition quick ft boxes fh ouraaara discs 
‘ Sitch units, twin plate rabham 10" whee! 

All aluminium Luton body, carries two eres Frat CWP now 

to M8 7.31 CWP new 
cars, benches, drawers, etc, c/w full Neroan Mk.8 7.31 CWP new 
awning. Chovion und Brabham rear wings Latest Firestone F2 wat tyres 

Also many other tyres, spares, and accessories. 


Write to David Morgan, 4 Grasmere Road, Purley, Surrey CR2 1DU or Tel : 01-668 5566 


CUCKMANS RACING 
OFFER FOR SALE 
JOHN POPES SUCCESSFUL FULL RACE 
BLYDENSTEIN 2300cc VIVA GT 
Second to Gerry Marshall in unlimited class forward trust special 
Saloon championship. Completed every race entered in 1973: Engine 
erbox just rebuilt, whole is ready for 1974 season. Three sets of 
whecls and tyres, compiete with new air and spoiler. The beautiful car 
Can be seen any time. 


Tet: John Pope, St Albans 55733 


SCORPION RACING SERVICES 
RACE HIRE 
DRIVE OUR FORMULA FORD ROYALE RPI6A 


Competitive rates for competitive cars. 


Apply M. Eastick 
Tel : Radwinter 389 


SUCCESSFUL FF “ROSTRON” 1973 SIMCA RALLYE 1 


Group one specification. Blueprinted engine (David Wood) 


LAST FOUR RACES BRANDS 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 3rd FIA cage, Halda twinmaster blisteins. Kleber tyres. Laminated 


screen 


1972 SIMCA RALLYE 


As above but slight body damage “ 


Both ready to race 
Jeff Williamson, Tel: Retford 2642 


‘Fel: Brighton 721674. 


AUTOSPORT, JANUARY 31, 1974 = 


RACING AND COMPETITION CARS 


Racing and Competition Cars 55-60 ~ Autosport Market Place 60-63 


Sports and Performance Cars 49-54 


LOW COST RACING LTD. 


(SUPPORTERS OF FORMULA FOUR) 
OFFER THE FOLLOWING- 


DAVID HAMER offers for. sale the 


FAMOUS L.B. VAUXHALL 


jonal Sprint, 5 firsts, 4 seconds, 1 third, 3 fourths, 
Class winner Lancashire Auto Championship 1973 
Blown Vauxhall 1598 cc OHC engine developing over 200 bhp. 
Extremely cheap to maintain. Full assistance given, Whole 
car in first class condition, maintained regardiess of cost, will 
be rebuilt and sprayed if required. £1100 ono. 
Tel: David Hamer 


Halifax 62851 (office), Brighouse 2498 (home) 


Tei: Stroud 3404 or 4827 evenings 


ECURIE SANTOS 
RACING 


Mustang 289 V8 £650. F3 wings, alloy with chrome struts. F2 
wing. fibreglass £25 and £20. U2 chassis complete with 
independent Lotus diff £100. 11600 ail steel Clubman's engine 
£400. F2 slicks, F2 oll tanks. brand new £25 each. Hawk 
Super Vee chassis £25. Merlyn 9A chass’s and body £60. 
Meriyn rear uprights, complete £60. 1 par Formula Ford 
unmachined rear uprights £10 pair. 1 pair F5000 rear uprights 
£20 Varley batteries E10 each. 2 monocoque chassis one 
single seater, one sports car for McLaren suspension parts 
£100 each. 


Radiators, wishbones, ring damper, 
tanks, wings, body panels, nose conés. 
March 72S. Ex Jody Scheckter/Lucky Strike sports car. Chassis 
being rebuilt, utilising new components whole way through. 
Can be fitted with 2-'tre BRM VB and FG200 or all steel twin 
cam 1600/1800/2-litre eng.ne. 


Tel: Jock Topin, 
WATFORD 30726, 
01-952 0602. 
28/30 SOUTH ROAD, EDGWARE. 


shock absorbers, oil 
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CHEVRON GROPA 


don 816/819. Modified suspen. 
Complies with 
(mensions "and Tully 


International 2-itre class. 9 


regulation in’ 
soguipped brake and fuel systems. 


Meo 


with wet tyres, Spare set of 
Many! other spares include 


Of BEST CASH OFFER BEFORE CHRISTMAS 
Ger" Maidenhead 27523 


Sedric Bell’s 16 valve 
997 Mini 


Plus Transporter 


due to loss of job as F3 manager to Scottish racing team. 

d having closed down my garage early last year, | must 

sell because of ELE: | have no job, house or business to 
live on. 


Tel: 8.30 am. to 7 p.m. (04982/231) 
Haltwhistle 


SUNBEAM IMP 


Norman Dickson race-winning Imp. § firsts and many 
placings. Third in Scottish saloon car championship. 
Firestone slicks and low-profile wets on Revolution 
and Minilite wheels and many spares. 


Very competitive and raced only 11 times. 
Tel: Perth 282 11. 


RESEARCH CONSULTANTS 
offer for sale 


CHEVROLET CAMARO 


Full Group 2 or special saloon. Rebuilt this year with 

special 5.9 engine. Watts linkage, LSD. On very latest 

rubbers. Many spares, including 3 sets of wheels. 

Set of body panels and various diffs. Ready to race. 
£3250. 


Tel: Terry Sanger, 
Bradford-on-Avon 2447 


1972 BRABHAM BT 38 
FORMULA 2 


Complete with Hewland FT200 box. Aerofoil. Choice 
of alternative noses, with front or side mounted 
radiators. Superb order. Little used and never 
shunted. Price less engine £1850. 


Tel: Maidenhead 27523 any time. 
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MRE (Racing Services) Ltd. 
Reg Office 
1 Station Road, Bourne End, Buckinghamshire 
Tel: Bourne End 22802 and 24494 


board brakes. spare nims/wets, Immaculate 
ingine, £1650 ono 
mon "Frd0 Rebuilt 1850 cc BDA. spare rims 


March 713 73 cas, vge. Less engine £1100, 
rs F18Go, There nms/wets. Excellent condition 


ox £1160 + VAT 


ye and in 900d condition 


ENGINES 


FVC 1809 ce Alan Smith built. 44 hours running Only and cen be heard 


Ing Services Ltd rebuild Complete witn 
3 
960. 


‘BOA 1930 ce Racing 5 ne, compl 
BA Brat F/A. 1609 ce Gong condition” £900. 
BDA {es0 cc. Ronde! rebuild. E1100. 


GEARBOXES 
FG400 Howland rebuild, 480, 
Sac 8 Fa S-speed. tad 9/c, £200 + VAT 


#12009 31 cp. excellent. t360 + VAT 
Type 29 Clots FY tp-tirs, E200. 


GENERAL SPARES—VAT to be added 


£48; T/C steel crank O75: 63 crann 
8A franks ‘new £125," ‘pr FVA “cams £40, 
ume, tH8: BOA. cag carer and cam 
rods €00;,F2 HP ta PLE26: Tet new T/C p 
ce, five “sh “uprover ex 


ont ‘covers EM 
Eta" rin plate clutch 630, 


WHEELS AND TYRES—VAT to be added 

£40, 2 x 10m Lote £80, 2 « Ain 
£70, 1" Vein “Bia8 £98; 2 x Ion 
fed. 2. “ajin" now. MAE 


VAT TO BE ADDED UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED 
HP terms and part exchange including road cars considered 
‘Conworth, “Mewland,. Willan, Proto, Lucas. 
Smiths eavipment 


TIM WARNER & ROD CONWAY 


OFFER FOR SALE 
April 1973 Elden Mk 10 complete with Piper engine and Mk 8 
Hewiand and automatic extingu.shers £1500 
April 1972 Elden Mk 8 with Piper engine and Mk 8 gearbox 

i} 
One first end several placings between them. Both cars have 
spare wheels, tyres, gear ratios, body panels and numerous 
other spares. 
Reid 2-car trailer £225 
1971 Bedford 35-cwt van tow vehicle, taxed and MoT £550 
71 WHITE LION ROAD, 
AMERSHAM, 
‘BUCKS. 
Tel: Little Chalfont 3150, any time 


FULL RACE 
LIGHTWEIGHT 1300cc S 


Ultra refiable, ultra competitive results include: & firsts, 2 
seconds, 2 thirds. 1 record. Specs include 1293 big valve 
* Leyland’ motor. S/e. c/r box. LSD 7 inch revolutions plus 
slicks, dry 6 inch Mambas plus 184s, wet. Serk front rad. Spare 
Wwheeis. spare tyres. Central low alley tank. Full lightweight 
Shell construction, alley doors and panels, fibre front. Full 
Willens harness. Beautifully prepared. Finished in teal blue/ 
white roof. Offers £600. Ready to go any track test. HP and 
part exchange arranged. 


Tel: 01-203 4565 


57 


CROWNE RACING 


13 WEYMEDE, PARNIS ROAD, 
BYFLEET, SURREY 


Tel: 01-274 6750. 


2-litre European championship winning car as driven 
by Chris Craft. 

This car has every modification, including full Aero- 
quip. strengthened chassis and bodywork. Suspension 
modifications, 23” dia rear tyres. Modified gearbox 
with oil pump and filter system. 

2 Cosworth BDG engines 

1 Smith 1930cc FVC engine 

6 11” x 13” front wheels 

6 10” x 13” front wheels 

7 15’ x 13 rear wheels 

Various suspension spares. Drive shafts and joints. 
Shock absorbers—Bilstein and Koni 

Full set of gear ratios and CWP and bearings, etc. 
Full set of suspension joints and pip-pins. 

Spare nose section bodywork. 

Alternative road springs. 

Fuel cells. 

Alternative anti-roll bars. 


assorted secondhand tyres to the latest 


Firestone specs. At give away prices. 
To suit all 2-litre cars. 

All prices reasonable and on application. 

= _—__ 

V6 3-litre 


——— 
Marquiss 


‘Transporter 


‘Super coach built 
rrani—ideal for 1 
car transport plus 
all the spares you 
need — awnings 
—work bench and 
Git Gin headroom. 


Sensible offers considered 


BYFLEET 47311 


FULL HOUSE “KREMER 
PORSCHE CARRERA” 


300 bhp 2.8-litre engine. Freshly rebuilt. Various 
gear ratios and gearbox spares. Coil spring and torsion 
bar suspension. 

79” front wheels with tyres. 

7 11” rear wheels with tyres. 

Alternative anti-roll bars and torsion bars. 

Alternative struts and rear shocks. 

Various engine spares. 

Alternative front spoilers. 

Spare wheel arch eye-brows, fibreglass. 

Spare wiper arms and blades 

Alll prices reasonable and on application. 


ow Pages — 


‘302’ BOSS MUSTANG 
500 bhp engine either “302' or ‘351’. Ventilated pro- 
totype CanAm, discs and calipers ail round. Special 
Koni shocks. Powrlok diff. Large mag wheels, plus a 
good few spares and alternative diffs etc. 

THIS CAR WOULD BE IDEAL FOR THIS 
SEASON'S SPECIAL SALOON CLASS OF 
RACING 
Decent offers considered 
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McLAREN M8F 


Transformed as M20, central engine, reinforcing and 
lightening chassis, new body design with mould 
included. 


Available with : 454 ci and 494 ci MORAND engines, 
2 reinforcing LG600 gearbox, Aeroquip, numerous 
wheels, tyres and spare parts. 


This car was the only rival to the Porsche on the 
Interserie Championship at Silverstone, Nurburgring, 
Norisring, Hockenheim driven by Teddy Pilette. 


The car can be seen in Switzerland, contact 


Developpement Moteurs Morand 
1635 La Tour de Tréme, Switzerland 
Tel : 029-2 90 01. Telex 36142 or 


Mr van der Straten, VDS Racing Team 
38 Bvd St-Michel Bruxelles, Belgium 
Tel: 34 86 74. Telex 24412 


Oe, 
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FULL RACE GROUP 2 
RS1600 


Brand new just completed full house Escort. 270 bhp 
Terry Hoyle 2-litre alloy fuel injected engine. ZF five- 
speed box, Lockheed Formula 1 ventilated discs, front 
and rear brakes. 10” front, 12” rear Limmer wheels 
and latest Dunlops. Broadspeed suspension complete 
with full roll cage, fire extinguisher installation system, 
etc. A beautifully constructed car complete in every 
detail. Ready to race and win. 


£6,500 


Tel : Billericay 22053 
Rod Mansfield 
30 Mountnessing Road 
Billericay, Essex 


BRABHAM BT35X 


Immaculate FT200. Inboard rear brakes. Graviner, seat 
belts. 10s and 14s on slicks. Complete less engine. 


plus some spares. £1250. 


McLaren M14 Formula One. Ex works car less engine 
and box. Plus spares. £1000. 


FG400 gearbox. £400. 


Tel : 01-534 6960 (day) 
01-599 7418 (evening) 


BOOS OOO OODOODDOEEO LVDS DEPLLLLIALED VPLIEDLELLLLELLLEDLELLLLLLPPLLPPPPPPPPLPPPPPLPPPLPALECDLPEAA, 


‘51’ LE MANS CUNNINGHAM 


Outright Watkins Glen winner. 
Driven by PHIL HILL. 
Personalised in Briggs Cunning- 
ham colours. 


i 

i 

Ww 
| Virginal example : 

= 5.3 V8 Chrysler. Scott carbs on 

Edlebrook manifolds. Hallibrand 

~ de Dion diff. Le Mans box. An 


= appreciating JCB car. 
ia 
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WARREN PEARCE 
E-TYPE 


Warren Pearce E-Type, probably the finest developed 
Modsports E-Type ever ready to race. Modifications 
too numerous to mention in this advert. Full details 
‘on request. £1550 ono. 
SALISBURY 28698 
HP and part exchange possible. 


CLUBMANS 


MODSPORTS CARS 


RALLYCROSS CARS 


RACING CARS 
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WANTED! 


7 RACE WINNERS FOR 1974 
MIDLAND AUTOMOBILE CLUB 


SILVERSTONE 


RACE MEETING 
SATURDAY, 9th MARCH, 1974 


Full race MGB 1880cc Richard Longman engi 
done one race. Ultimate and complete. £240. 
Lucas downdraught head. 

MAE spec side draught head. 


1600cc crossflow crank. Tuftrided and balanced. £20. 


Bullit gearbox, stripped 3rd. £35. 
One brand new twin cam L block. £30. 

45 DCOE inlet manifold for MGB. £6. 

Set of four Goodyear 20 x 1050 x 13 brand new tyres. 


HORLEY 3414 


CAN-AM engines 


developed by MORAND Switzerland reliable and 
powerful. 


454 ci new or rebuilt race ready: 494 ci new 1973 
F5000 MORAND engines injection, winners Rothmans 
championship with Teddy Pilette. Can ship anywhere. 


Developpement Moteurs Morand 
1635 La Tour de Tréme, Switzerland 
Tel : 029-2 90 01. Telex 36142 


If you are a rally specialist or 
have any rally equipment to 


sell why not give us a ring on 


01-636 3600 
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Sur ssbtee SeAnno, PROBAN FLAMEPROOF OVERALLS, £0.50. 


HEWLAND 
GEARBOXES 


oe tamer Tees eet spanes 


am, Oxford and. s/n ‘gearboxes Yor 


Snvyour olf Newiend 


RACING GEARBOX CENTRE 


200 Paddenswick Road. 


cre 


CARBURETTERS 


WEBERS 


CHRIS MONTAGUE CARBURETTER CO. 
364 CRICKLEWOOD LANE, LONDON, Nw2 20 


MATES NOMEX BOOTS, price, £13.90 
Eifnotte” VEL FRen Cr" taf 


DYNAMOMETERS a secure eum 


re RACING SCHOOL 
ENGINES 


ROLLING ROAD 
DSSS ee 


"Far ‘onterd’ wsbsz2. 
——————— 
ROLLOVER BARS 


ALEY BARS 


BE? 


uchlow Hi mIOKRD (Cre, 


yh: Barns” Seas th 


FINANCIAL 


for racing carn, Tel: Satibury 28698. 


SPONSORSHIP _ 


ognz8s 
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MARCH ENGINES LTD. 


would like someone to join their team 


Working to very fine limits as part of a small team of 

craftsmen building race engines; mainly Formula 1 and 2 

Existing experience ideal but not mandatory. The conditions 
of work are excellent. 


For further details telephone Reading 585355, 


March Engines Ltd, 
149 Cardiff Road, 
Readin 


ing. 
Berkshire. 


A MEMBER OF THE ALAN SMITH GROUP 


RACING GEARBOXES LTD. 
OFFICIAL HEWLAND AGENTS 

First-class repair service by factory trained staff. 48 hour 
collection or ‘delivery on receipt of your instruction 
Prompt attention given to any. enquiry, spares. of repairs. 
Immediate ‘dispatch of goods by any ‘method to. sult your 

= OVERSEAS ORDERS WELCOMED 

(ND PROMPTLY EXECUTED 


Tot: 0332 40608. MANCHESTER ST, DERBY 
* WITH FEW EXCEPTIONS DEPENDING ON YOUR AREA 


WANTED 
EXPERIENCED RACING DRIVER 
INSTRUCTOR and RACING MECHANIC 


to work on Formula Ford in Austra, Must be able 
to work on own initiative. 


Tel : Coinbrook 4001 


HOME STUDY 
CAN TAKE YOU 
TO THE TOP 


in the vast 


Auto industry 


Big opportunities are going begging for lack of 
qualified men. Whatever your interest in Auto 
Engineering, we can give you the vital know- 
how at home, in your spare time. Send for 
really helpful 76-page book—FREE. 


— — - POST FOR FREE BOOK 
V asun MAA/IMI DIPLOMA ciTy & Guitos 


1 Genera! Auto Engineering © Diesel Engineering @ Maintenance 
1 and Repair ® Service Station Menagement 
1 Please send FREE book 


Name . 
Address ... 


! 
i] 
1 
' 
! 
' 
B.LLE.T. ss 
=| 


1 
1 

i] 

1 

1 ALDERMASTON COURT, READING, RG7 4PF. 
L Accredited by CACC, member ABCC 
62 


Linea Sport FPT. 
rhe Suen seconrent ease con bo 
IG 
® Griffin Hedin name in top quality crash 


griffin PROTECT YOUR BODY, HEAD AND FACE WITH TOTAL CONFIDENCE 


The original shatterproof visors 
for integrals. 


1973 LEYLAND 3-car Transporter 
Two only 1973 Cosworth BDG engines — 


unraced 
JOHN COOMBS 


Tel : Guildford 69944, 


1972 FORD TRANSIT 
CUSTOM BUILT TRANSPORTER 


You want the best, we have it. 20,000 miles only. Fitted 

aluminium winch and ramps. Body built for 2-litre sports 

car Formula 2/Atlantic. Without removing wing custom cab. 
Fitted every extra. £1200 ono. 


Write Sinfield, 73 Growlers Road, 
id, lephone Mirfield 494106. 


RACING WILL BE MORE SATISFYING 
WITH A PROPERLY PREPARED CAR 


Formula Ford and saloon cars, including Blue Printing, 
a speciality. 
Let LANCE RACING handle your engine/chassis 
problems. Tel: Chapel 2217, 
or visit Lance Racing, 
Furness Vale, 
New Mills, 


Derbyshire. 
Vintage and historic cars also undertaken. 
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SAFETY GLASS 


SERVICES 


For all wheel problems contact: 
MOTOR WHEEL SERVICE AND REPAIR CO. 


71 Jeddo Road, Shepherds Bush 
London, W12 
Tel: 01-749 1391/2 


Why not 
sell 
through 
AUTOSPORT 
MARKET 
PLACE 


Tel: 01-636 3600 


SPHERICAL BEARINGS 


ACCESSORIES AND EQUIPMENT 
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IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO 


PORSCHE 
ADVERTISE YOUR COM- 
Aecessone on/saea iW penal e PANY’S PRODUCTS ON THIS 
"oe oe WEBER CARBURETTERS ee 
sia, ATER SESE eect plore teehee 
resco sate new apsone number seuset anoes wen: Ceagona sotu 01-636 3600 ex 152 
coaarwoua O78) 2170 = 


ey ws 
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CHASSIS SUPPLIERS GUIDE 


MERLYN 


COLCHESTER RACING DEVELOPMENTS LTD 
Little Bentley, 
Colchester, Essex 
Tel: Great Bentley 307/535 
Cables: Merlrace Colchester 


ARCH MOTOR 
& MANUFACTURING CO. LTD. 


REDWONGS WAY TRADING ESTATE 
HUNTINGDON, HUNTS 
Tel.: 0480 4502/51116 


Specialists in the construction of both monocoque and tubular 
racing car chassis in production quantities, 


Complete sheet metal work and welded fabrication service to 
the motor and motor racing industries. Psimting and stove 
‘enamelling. Chassis repair service. 


MAKERS OF BEAUTIFUL BODIES 


SPECIALISED MOULDINGS LTD. 


MANUFACTURERS, DESIGNERS AND 
STYLISTS IN GLASS REINFORCED PLASTIC 


GRAND PRIX METALCRAFT LTD. 


Specialists in prototype aluminium racing bodies. Monocoque 

chassis, alloy petro! and oil tanks, aerofoils, Nascar fuel churns. 

Restoration of vintage cars. Argon arc and all types of welding 
‘and sheet metalwork. 


RAPID MONOCOQUE CHASSIS REPAIR SERVICE 
2/3 Thane Works, Thane Villas, London, N7 
Tel: 01-609 0384 


HEWLAND ENGINEERING LTD. 


All Howland gearboxes, Cortina limited lip, differentiate, 
Manufacturers ‘of racing for the motor racing 
industry. We oan supply anything from @ Formula Ford <o"8 
Group ¥ gearbox. Contact us &t 
Boyn Valley Industrial Estate, 
Valiey Road, 


Tot: Maldontiood 32088 (6 lines) 


THE ABOVE IS ONLY INTENDED AS A GUIDE AND IS NOT A FULL LIST 


Classi ied Advertisement Form 


Classification heading 


Cheque/PO value 


a a) 


enclosed. 
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HONDA CIVIC ROAD TEST REVIEW 


_ SPECIFICATION AND PERFORMANCE DATA 


SALES, SERVICE FOR 
HONDA CIVIC IN GLOUCESTERSHIRE 


COME AND SEE US AT 


A. WILLIAMS & Co. 


PORTLAND STREET 
CHELTENHAM 
Tel: 56281 est1904 | (@k 


WAKE UP TO HONDA 
MORNING STAR MOTORS itp 


PULTENEY ROAD 
BATH, SOMERSET 
TEL: 0225 3726 
CHURCH ROAD, HORFIELD 
BRISTOL BS7 85A 
TEL: BRISTOL 45559 > 
DEMONSTRATION CARS Now (i 
AVAILABLE 


HONDA DEALER FOR 
PRESTON (Lancashire) 
BILL HEAD (PRESTON) LTD 


SOUTHGATE 
PRESTON 


DEMONSTRATION CARS NOW AVAILABLE 
FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY > 
Tel: 0772 52066 


HONDA DEALER FOR HAMPSHIRE 
RUSHINGTON MOTOR CO. 


SPICERS HILL GARAGE, 
TOTTON BY-PASS, 
TOTTON, 
SOUTHAMPTON 
For the experts advice 
TELEPHONE TOTTON 2223/3160 


Demonstration car available 
Honda Civie's and other models for (« 
immediate delivery 


BIRMINGHAM FOR HONDA 


HUMMING BIRD MOTORS 


HERTFORDSHIRE’S 
LARGEST HONDA 


BIRMINGHAM DEALER 


Most models available 


27 COLESHILL ROAD at pre-increased prices. 


BIRMINGHAM 
Tel : 021-783 2081 = 
Demonstration car é 
ee 


Honda Civic in stock now ! 


Civie voted 3rd car of the 
year by the Daily Telegraph 


SHENLEY ROAD, BOREHAM WOOD. HERTS, 953-2662 
LONDON ROAD, ST. ALBANS, HERTS, 565-2323 


WANTED 1,000 
UNMARRIED READERS 


Free oe test to find your perfect partner 


+ you can tak 


J computer sciences 
re your personalits 


us what you're like and what you want 
or will find the perfect partner for you 


sscription of Do you consider yourself: Do you like: 
Your Sex LJ put Mor F ee eas Cinemathboatre 
Your Age Lityrs Your HeightLJ ftL_tJ ins extrovert Good Food. 


Adventurous: Travel 


Family type Political Activities 


Clothes:conscious Classical music/literature: 


erous: The Pop scene 
Outdoor type Sport 


Creative Do-it-yourself 


Practical Camping/hiking climbing 


Gessranone Intellectual Voluntary work 


Look carefully at these pictures. Put an 
X across the three that most appeal 
foyou 


rE Dateline 


se Wi ion Sen ce Exciting isnt it? 


Now send this whole p 
Dateline, 23 Abingdon Ro 


